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Parent Newsletter - December 2014 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

As we approach the end of the autumn term it's time to reflect on what a 

productive time it has been for Kings Norton Girl's School. 

Student leadership has gone from strength to strength this term. The new 

subject ambassador scheme has enabled students to take a lead in events 

such as our interfaith week and our key stage one and two dance festivals. 

Comments from our Alumni from the 1950's and 60's who visited us in Oc-

tober were full of praise for the student  ambassadors who showed them 

round. 

Students are making a real difference to their environment and their views 

are enabling us to make changes which will have a real impact for them.  

The term's international events have shown that this aspect of the work of 

the school is still very strong with our history visit to Berlin,  Year 8 explora-

tion of the German market in Birmingham,  and our German exchange visits 

with Melle. Next year sees the celebration of our 10th anniversary of this 

exchange. 

I would like to thank you for the contribution you have made to attending events such as our delightful GCSE 

presentation in November, parents as partners evenings, and parent information evenings. I was delighted with the 

very high turn out for our Year 11 and 6th form evenings last month which is a clear demonstration of your commit-

ment and support. 

I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and New Year and I am looking forward very much to another 

successful year for us all in 2015.   

 

Spring Term Dates 

January 2015 

5th January - Review Day 

6th - 12th January - Year 12 & 13 Mock Exams in Lessons 

26th - 30th January - IMPACT Week 

29th  January - Year 10 Parents Evening 

February 2015 

12th February - Challenge Day 

14th - 22nd February - Half Term 

26th February - Year 9 Parents Evening 
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March 2015 

5th March - Year 9 Parents as Partners Evening 

6th - 13th March - Year 8 Ski Trip 

16th - 20th March - IMPACT Week 

23rd March - Year 8 Parents Evening 

25th March - KS4/5 Trip to Spain 

28th March - 12th April - Easter Holiday 

 

Advance Notice: GCSE and A Level Results Days 2015 

AS and A2 Results Day: Thursday 13th August 2015 

GCSE Results Day: Thursday 20th August 2015 

Specific timings to follow at a later date. 

 

International School 

German Exchange with Gymnasium Melle 

This year’s German and History exchange has now taken place. Seven-

teen KNGS pupils (Years 11 and 12) hosted German pupils from Gym-

nasium Melle in October. They spent two days experiencing life at 

KNGS, a weekend in families and a day in the footsteps of Shakespeare 

in Stratford-upon-Avon. In November it was time for KNGS pupils to 

get a taste of life in Germany. We had two days in lessons at  Gymnasi-

um Melle, a weekend in fami-

lies and a day visiting the 

town of Münster  which is not 

only a beautiful small town 

but was one of the two towns 

where the peace settlement to end the Thirty Years’ War took place. It 

took 4 years to negotiate the settlement and it was the first ever war to 

end through negotiation and a peace treaty 

(Der westfälische Frieden). A very special event 

this year was contributing to an international 

project on how and why different nations re-

member and commemorate World War One. In a workshop at Gymnasium Melle we 

were able to hear about work pupils from Gymnasium Melle have done with pupils 

from a French and a Belgian school. Our history pupils were able to share how and why 

the British remember and commemorate World War One with work prepared before 

the trip. I would like to congratulate Lucy Roe, Olivia Rodrick, Leah Collins and Eve 

Mountney on the wonderful display they put up for the workshop. We have left some 

of our KNGS poppies from cross-curricular day as a reminder in Gymnasium Melle. The 

girls had a wonderful time, had lots of experiences to share and the German pupils have 

already noticed how much the exchange has helped in listening comprehension tasks. Next year will be a special 

exchange as we celebrate 10 years of exchanges with Gymnasium Melle. 
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Year 13 Visit Berlin 

The Year 13 History class visited 

Berlin in October as part of their 

research into the Holocaust for 

their coursework project. The trip 

was very successful and we 

wished we were there longer. We 

visited the Reichstag, the Jewish 

Museum and the Wannsee Con-

ference Centre as well as doing a 

very memorable walking tour of 

the city. The students agreed that 

the Jewish Museum was the real highlight of the trip. They described how it 

"brought their studies to life and made them place it all in context." It was a 

thoroughly enjoyable and valuable experience and the girls were mature and 

reflective throughout. 

Year 8 Visit to the Frankfurt Christmas Market 

49 Year 8 students visited the Frankfurt Christmas Market in the city centre on Wednesday 3rd December.  They 

tasted lots of different German foods and had a go at speaking German with numerous German stall holders – a 

great achievement after only 11 weeks of German lessons! The interest and enthusiasm of the girls was a pleasure 

to see. Well done Year 8! 

German Club 

On Thursday 11th December the German Club spent lunch time decorating a gingerbread house -  a German tradi-

tion. The girls did a great job and made some mini-versions for themselves! Many thanks to our Austrian assistant, 

Frau Evans, for preparing the event. 
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National Interfaith Week: 17th - 21st November 2014   

National Interfaith Week is an annual event designed to recognise and celebrate  

the diversity of religious (and non-religious) worldviews in our community and to raise awareness  

of our differences and similarities. Following a very successful week of events last year, this year the RE depart-

ment wanted to make sure we made an even bigger impact. Displays in Humanities focused on the good that reli-

gion can do and the plasma screens displayed a rolling selection of photos and thought-provoking quotes to ensure 

all were aware of the week.  

One of the main features of the week was our very popular ‘Reflections Room’ which allowed students to explore 

and express their ideas on a range of ethical, philosophical and spiritual questions. Students showed great interest 

in the ‘Beliefs Board’ where teachers contributed their views on the nature of God, human life and purpose. We 

are tremendously grateful to Alison Whiten and Amaris Gray for their help in developing the room.  

The main event was our Interfaith Q&A Forum, held on Tuesday 18th November with an audience comprised of 

the whole of Year 11, with around 60 students from lower years and the Sixth Form. We welcomed leaders within 

local faith communities who answered a range of challenging questions from our girls. The event was hosted by 

Year 11 RE ambassador Daisy Parker who did an excellent job. All of our guests were highly impressed by the en-

gagement from the audience and deep and thoughtful 

questions asked by participants. The feedback from 

students was also very positive and we already have a 

good range of ideas to make next year’s event even 

better.  

The RE department would like to thank our subject 

ambassadors who did us proud both in advance of 

and during the week, Mollie MacPherson 9K, Alice 

Falciani 9S, Shivani Dattani 10K, Niamh O’Neill 10I, 

Kansah Asif 10G, Lili Cave 10I, Daisy Parker 11G, Olivia Christie 11K, Jessica Hall 12T, Rachel Bird 12H and Alison 

Whiten 12R, we could not have done it without them! They will also be involved in a programme of international 

Interfaith video conferences that will start later in the academic year, in order to continue the good work we have 

already started.  

 

Christmas Concerts 

This term has been a busy one in the Music Department with preparations and rehearsals taking place for not one, 

but two Christmas concerts! 

This year our school orchestra has joined forces with Kings Norton Boy’s School and results have been fantastic. On 

Thursday 4th December Kings Norton Boy’s School hosted a very impressive Christmas production, full of dazzling 

performances from some very talented students. We are now looking forward excitedly to our own Christmas con-

cert on Thursday 18th December and hope it will be just as successful. 

In January the majority of Year 7 students will visit Symphony Hall to attend a concert by the world famous City of 

Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. The music selection promises to range from Beethoven to Harry Potter and I am 

sure the students are looking forward to the excitement and brilliance a world class orchestra can offer. 

Finally, following the welcome return of Mrs Gemma Woodward, our Head of Drama from maternity leave, we 

have set the wheels in motion for a musical production of Grease. Auditions have already begun and rehearsals will 

begin in earnest in January.  
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Senior Team Maths Challenge 

On Thursday 27th November, four sixth form mathematicians made their way to Camp Hill Boys School for the an-

nual Senior Team Maths Challenge. The team grappled with the group-challenge and tackled the cross-number 

round with flair and determination. Their strongest round was undoubtedly the relay but sadly this came too late 

for us to leave with the trophy.  

A huge thank you to Megan Abbott, Annie Finnegan, Bea Harding and Rebecca Seal for all of their hard work and 

mental efforts during the competition! 

 

Primary Maths Club 

Throughout this half term, a group of dedicated Year 12 girls have been running a maths club for Year 3 pupils at 

Kings Norton Primary School.  Every Friday, our girls have helped the children with their maths skills, introducing 

them to numeracy and tactical games and, most importantly, sharing their love of maths.  The Year 12 students 

were fantastic role models and a real credit to our school. A big thank you to all of the following girls: 

Aisha, Aleena, Asma, Athena, Bryony, Cleo, Dami, Frankie, Kim, Maddy and Rio. 

 

Southampton Cipher Challenge 

Since October, a group of Key Stage Three mathematicians have been resolutely try-

ing to crack the codes and ciphers set by the University of Southampton and GCHQ. 

Every week, they have been given a new code or cipher to crack in order to unravel 

the mystery of the Flag Day Associates.  They have faced Caesar shifts, transpositions 

and Vigenere ciphers.  The maths department were thoroughly impressed with their 

determination, team work and persistence.  

Thank you to Rebecca, Ciara, Charlotte, Emily, Emily, Jessica, Hazel and all of the oth-

er girls who participated. 

 

Support Your Daughter in Maths 

A reminder that all students in KS4 should be watching 'Mathswatch' video clips in line with the 

schedule which should be stuck in their books. These should each be signed off by parents to 

acknowledge the students are completing this work and taking the necessary next steps. 

The Mathematics department would like to thank you for your on-going support. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.educationalappstore.com%2Fapp%2Fmathswatch-gcse&ei=LQyQVI-qN8Kvad_xgfAD&bvm=bv.81828268,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEz2BNPyPPg1HRV1iEuLru8eeBU4A&ust=
http://www.cipher.maths.soton.ac.uk/
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Student Leadership 

The purpose of the “Student Leadership Group” (SLG) at KNGS is to ensure our students have a real voice and play 

an active role in the school community leading to real school impact and improvement. 

There have been changes amongst the group with new students appointed. Below is a list of our new student lead-

ers for 2014-2015. 

 
 
Assemblies were held this term for each year group including the sixth form to inform the student body about the 
impact SLG has made since September. 
 

We have had two student IMPACT weeks and the Student Leadership 
Group led tutor group discussions on the school environment.  All year 
groups were involved and student views were collated. The Student Lead-
ership Group then met with Mrs Wright our Director of Resources and a 
member of the Senior Leadership Team to present their findings on behalf 

of the student body.  As a result additional bins have been purchased around the school building; new water dis-
pensers have been installed along with new hooks for toilets so students can hang their bags.  Also a new recycling 
scheme will be launched in the spring term led by our students. In 
addition, the sixth form common room has been refurbished with 
student leaders choosing new furnishings and appropriate colours 
for the room. 
 
Our sixth form student leaders have supported new Year 7 stu-
dents in their transition from primary to secondary school through 
mentoring and tutor group support.  Also they are leading and or-
ganising “The Challenge” which is a confidence building pro-
gramme for selected students. 
 
Our Senior Deputy Head Girl Ellen Smith writes “we are currently 
running an exclusive three week programme for selected students 
in Years 7 to 10.   We encourage the participants to develop new 
skills and make new friends in a variety of confidence building ac-
tivities; the first session included a selection of drama activities and producing their own performance.  In another 
session, we explored Art Therapy with a range of creative projects for the students to trial, and this will contribute to 
their overall award for the scheme in celebration of their efforts”. 

  Head Girl Deputy Girl Student Leader Student Leader Student Leader 

Year 7 
Amber Williams 
(7G) 

Annie Dhinsa-
Craven (7I) 

Mercie Manzi (7K) Isobel Timmins 
(7N) 
  

Natalia Page (7S) 

Year 8 
Isabella Ivory (8K) Mia Gray (8N) Erin Harte (8I) Olivia Tambie (8G) Keren Mambonzo 

(8S) 

Year 9 

Lucy Wilkes (9G) Charlotte Bice (9G) Emily Sandford (9S) Malika Saivado 
(9I) 

India Hallworth 
(9N) 
Francesca Gallo 
(9K) 

Year 10 
Annie Bacon (10I) Pooja Kaur (10K) Bethany Wallis (10S) 

  
Kasi Ellis (10S) Astrid O’Keefe 

(10G) 

Year 11 
Zeenat Shezadi 
(11S) 

Lauren Pope (11K) Leah Collins (11I) Sophie Dunseith- 
Gough (11N) 

 

Sixth Form 

 
SENIOR HEAD GIRL- Abbie Cooper 
SENIOR DEPUTY HEAD GIRLS - Ellen Smith and Chelsea Reynolds 
SENIOR STUDENT LEADERS - Beth Carter, Monica Gregory, Bethany Grimsley, Laura Twyford, Laura McCar-
ron, Zoë Lomas and Hannah Saul. 
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In addition, SLG will be working with Year 13 Business Studies students to raise money for Birmingham St Mary’s 

Hospice by helping to organise a whole school talent show, a sixth form quiz night, a Year 7 disco and a Christmas 

themed non uniform day. 

Subject Ambassadors 
Last term, we launched the Subject Ambassador initiative.  This is a new student leadership role enabling our girls 
to develop their leadership skills within subject areas.  We currently have 120 Subject Ambassadors across the 
school in almost every subject.  All Subject Ambassadors will be given an opportunity to work towards the SSAT stu-
dent leadership accreditation by creating a portfolio of evidence demonstrating how they have developed their 
leadership skills against ten leadership strands. Students have had to write a supporting statement for every piece 
of evidence collected explaining how it reflects the skills needed for either the bronze, silver or gold award. A staff 
task group have begun to meet regularly to further develop student leadership across the school.  As a result there 
will be further opportunities for our students to develop their leadership skills across this academic year.  
 
PE Primary Leadership Team 

30 pupils from Year 9 and Year 10 have been invited to join the PE leader-

ship team. These girls will be leading at a variety of primary school festi-

vals held at KNGS throughout the year. The first two events have taken 

place - these were KS1 and KS2 Dance festivals which each saw 5 of our 

local primary schools take part in a Baverstock Level 2 competition. Lead-

ers at these events were Catherine Rooney, Esther Lee, Lydia Cheevers, 

Emily Bagnall, Hayley Bullivant, Jordan Noor, Chloe Owen, Flossie Stott, 

Abbey Head, Alice Falciani, Zarin Vandriwala, Sophie McCarron, Alex Bird 

and Josie Drapkin.  

Congratulations to all who have been selected to be part of the leadership 

team and well done to the girls who have already lead at their first events 

which were a huge success. Comments from the primary school teachers included, 'The young leaders were a credit 

to KNGS, they were well mannered and superb with the children' and 'The leaders were excellent and all of the chil-

dren had a fantastic, fun afternoon, thank you'. 

We look forward to the future primary events the leadership team will be involved in which will include netball, 

athletics and rounders competitions held here at KNGS.   

 

 

GCSE Presentation Morning 

The achievements of former Year 11 students were celebrat-

ed at the GCSE Certificate Presentation Morning on Thurs-

day 27th November 2014.  Over several years KNGS has seen 

the number of GCSE successes rise, and this year another 

record was set.  Ninety-one percent of students gained 5 or 

more GCSE passes at grades A* to C, with a record eighty-

two percent including English and Mathematics. 

The guest speaker at this year’s event was prospective MP 

for Birmingham Northfield, Rachel Maclean.  Before pre-

senting the students with their awards, Rachel spoke to the 

students about believing in themselves and being ambitious. 

With musical interludes from The Stringcredibles, Rosie 

Webb, Elise Sorge and Clara Sorge and a vocal performance from Bliss Priestly, the atmosphere truly reflected the 

pride we feel in our Year 11 students and it served as a fitting acknowledgement of the culmination of five years 

hard work. 
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NEC Skills Show 

A group of Year 11 and Sixth Form Students attended the Skills Show 

on Friday 14th November.  Billed as “the nation’s largest skills and ca-

reers event” the hall was packed with employers, colleges and training 

providers.  The girls benefited from the opportunity to speak to exhibi-

tors and for some, this allayed fears of life beyond Year 11/Sixth Form.  

Lord Mayor’s Mega Quiz 

Congratulations and well done to the teams that participated in the Lord 

Mayor’s Mega Quiz on Thursday 20th November.  KNGS team The Lost 

Boys shared 12th place with 

Handsworth Grammar and Bea-

con 13, while another KNGS 

team, Quiz Kalifa shared 19th 

place with Bishop Walsh.  There 

were 31 teams in total. The 

event raised money for the following Lord Mayor’s Charities: 

Birmingham Children’s Hospital, Focus Birmingham, SIFA Fireside and Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham Chari-

ty.  

For a full list of teams visit:    http://www.horizonsolutions.tv/megaquiz/shores14y.htm 

Open Evening 

A massive thank you to all the Sixth Form students who supported our open evening and morning.  Our girls should 

be congratulated on being our greatest ambassadors.  They showed prospective students around with great verve 

and enthusiasm ensuring that the evening and following open morning were a huge success. 

Sixth Form Parents’ Evening – Thursday 27th November 

Thank you for attending the Sixth Form Parents’ evening.  The turnout was high with 121 parents attending. Your 

comments and feedback were most welcome and have been passed on to appropriate staff.   

Operation Christmas Child – Shoebox appeal   

Thank you to form tutors, students and staff who helped/donated shoeboxes 

for the appeal.  It was an incredibly tight window – just one week, but we 

were able to collect 25 packed boxes which are now making their way to chil-

dren in Kyrgyzstan.   

Interviews 

We interviewed over 90 Year 11 prospective Sixth Form students on Monday 

15th December.  The calibre of our students was high and we were particularly impressed with their mature and 

focussed outlook for their future studies.  All applicants will be advised whether they have been successful or not in 

early January. 
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AS Level Geography Fieldwork - Urban Regeneration in  

Birmingham City Centre  

This term, as part of our AS Geography fieldwork we took a trip 

into Birmingham to collect data and investigate the regenera-

tion that Birmingham has experienced in recent years, visiting 

the three regenerated areas of Brindley Place, The Mailbox and 

The Bullring. In addition to our prior research, we collected in-

formation in the form of questionnaires, environmental surveys 

and pedestrian counts to measure footfalls at each area in or-

der to evaluate the success of each rebranding project. It was a 

really good day as it was a good opportunity to get out of the 

classroom and do work practically, collecting primary data to analyse back in the classroom. It also provided a good 

case study for use in our AS exam in May.  

Abigail Inger 12R 

Year 13 RS students consider ‘Do religious experiences prove that God exists?’  

On Thursday 27th November a group of Year 13 students attended 

an RS conference hosted by Dr Peter Vardy exploring big philosophi-

cal questions to do with God, proof, evil and life after death. The stu-

dents heard a range of lectures from experts in the field; took part in 

a debate on whether evil disproves God and contributed their 

thoughts to a range of challenging questions. All involved did the 

school proud, with some excellent contributions throughout the day. 

Year 12 students will attend a similar Ethics conference later in the 

year.  

 

Sixth Form Mocks 

We are sure that you are aware that some Year 12 and Year 13 students will be using the Christmas break to revise 

for upcoming modular exams.  They have had form time to assist in preparing for them and we wish them the best 

of luck! 

Students have been given their exam timetables for the New Year, with all exams taking place ensuring subject les-

son time.  They have been advised that if they have an exam at the Boys’ School on Monday 5 January (review day 

at KNGS), they must attend the exam first and arrange for their review after. 

UCAS Deadline  

Final reminder to all Year 13 girls still hoping to apply to university for 2015 that the deadline for applications to 

reach UCAS is 14 January 2015.  Our advice to girls who are still unsure whether to apply to university or not is to 

keep their options open by submitting an application.  For further advice and guidance please ask girls to speak 

with Ms Piotrowska. 

47 applications have been sent off and girls are already receiving dates for interviews and confirmed places, includ-

ing several unconditional offers from the University of Birmingham! 

Congratulations and good luck to Ellen Smith who has received an invitation to attend an interview at Oxford Uni-

versity. 
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Alumni News 

A School Reunion 

‘It’s been so long since we all saw each other’, read the 

Christmas card from Rosemary in 2012. She was right – 

nearly 50 years! It triggered a desire for a reunion. Five 

of us had spent what seemed like half of our school lives 

at KNGS changing in and out of games kit, to take part in 

more or less all of what was on offer in the PE Depart-

ment between 1958 and 1965. We all had strengths in 

different sports, but it was netball that brought us most 

together – proud members of the 1st VII!  Inspired by our 

own teachers, we all chose a career in Physical Educa-

tion and, after A levels, left for specialist PE colleges in 

different parts of the country.  

The reunion finally took place in October 2014, a high-

light was a tour around the ‘old school’, most ably hosted by Flossie and Catherine, PE Ambassadors. What a 

change! The basic fabric was much the same, but so much more has been added: the ICT rooms, fitness suite, ex-

citing-looking language area and drama studio. Even the 2nd hockey pitch has been built on! The gym has lost its 

wooden wall bars, beams and rough coir mats, and looked sleek and business-like, the dreaded communal showers 

abolished! 

We were impressed with the relaxed yet purposeful atmosphere in the school and it appeared a vibrant place in 

which to learn. The bonds formed all those years ago, both in team games and activities such as dance and gymnas-

tics, proved to have survived the years and stood the test of time. School days at KNGS were certainly up there as 

some of the best and most positively formative years of our lives! 

Pictured from left to right - Sue Weaver (Brown), Judy Smallbone (Martin), Beryl Bateson (Smith), Rosemary Harle 

and Jean Murray (Marshall). 

 

Notices 

Pupil Premium Funding: Additional funding available to schools to support students 

To apply for this funding we need your support now.  All information is kept confidential.  
Pupil Premium Funding is provided to schools to support students who : 
 are eligible for Free School Meals 
 have one or more parent (who they are living with) in the Armed Forces 
 were adopted in or after 2005 
 are on a residence or special guardianship order 
If your daughter falls into one of these categories or you would like to apply for free school meals please contact 
school. 
At Kings Norton Girls’ School we have identified 4 key areas to address with this funding: 
 Achievement and Attainment 
 Attendance 
 Aspiration 
 Enjoyment and Engagement 
Over time these initiatives, which are fully explained on the school website, have had a measurable impact on en-
hancing girls’ performance.  
 
If you would like more information about this provision please contact Mrs Raggett. 
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Independent Careers Advice and Guidance   
 
Sue McQuay has now been appointed as our independent Careers Advisor. Although at the moment she is focusing 
on Year 11 students, interviews can be provided for students in any year group, requests for an interview can be 
made to Mrs Raggett.  
 
Employer Engagement 
 
We are looking for parents with a range of skills and knowledge who can support us with two careers events:  
 

Year 9 Challenge Day - 12th February 2015 
Careers Fair -  4th March 2015  

 
Challenge Day encourages students to look at a range of careers and future pathways.  The input of employees and 
employers always adds a very positive dimension to the day.  If you (or a colleague)  were able  to  join us you 
would  discuss your job and career with students in small groups,  between 12.20 and 15.00. We will provide lunch 
and of course support with all student groups.  
Careers Fair: On 4th March we are also holding a Careers Fair for students in Years 8 and 9 during the day then lat-
er for our older students and their parents. If you are able to and would like to participate in this event please do 
get in touch with Mrs Raggett.  
 
Contacting the School - The First Point of Contact 
If your query is about aspects of your daughters pastoral care please direct your enquiry to her tutor. 
If your query is about a subject related matter please direct your enquiry to  the specific subject teacher. 
 
Health and Safety Reminder 
A reminder to all parents/guardians dropping and picking up students from school by car: 
  
Only KNGS staff and visitors to KNGS are allowed to drive onto our school site. If you drop off/pick up your child by 
car then this must be done outside the school site. Only if your child has mobility issues will you be allowed to en-
ter the school site by car. 
 
Acceptable Footwear Reminder 

Suitable shoes must be worn in school at all times (see below). Students arriving in boots or other non-school foot-

wear of any kind must change before entering any of the school buildings, they must then be kept in lockers and 

not worn again until outside the school building at the end of the school day. School shoes must be plain (no 

patterns) black coloured (leather style) and low-heeled, preferably with non-slip soles. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




