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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Congratulations are in order to our Yr 13 leavers last year who achieved the best results 
the school has ever had both in terms of actual grades and the progress they made. This 
achievement was certainly due to the way they worked together and their determination 
to succeed; with a little help from staff and yourselves of course! They have now gone on 
to exciting pathways of their choice be it university, apprenticeships, gap years, the world 
of work. Yr 11 were also successful in gaining great GCSE results which have enabled 
them to go on to the sixth form, colleges, and a variety of other education and training 
placements. Thank you for your support. 
 
The term has got off to a good start and I am particularly pleased to report that the 
House system and vertical tutoring is helping students mix outside of their year groups. 
A little healthy competition is being generated with star students of the week celebrated 
in each house and our first inter-house netball competition which was won by 
Nightingale. Our first House day was a real success with girls working brilliantly on creative collaborative tasks, and 
the 6

th
 form throwing down the gauntlet to their house tutor groups to meet a challenge over the next few months.  

 
Our 10 Year exchange with Melle in Germany got underway on 7

th
 October and special celebrations included tea 

with the Lord Mayor together with students from previous exchanges on Saturday and a residential visit to London.  
A return exchange in February is already being looked forward to by everyone.  
 
This year we are one of the few schools nationally to have been selected for a maths teacher exchange to Shanghai. 
Miss Bridget spent the first days of  this term in Shanghai learning about the way maths works there. She came back 
buzzing with ideas and resources which she has shared not only with the maths team but with all staff. The return 
visit begins after half term so there will no doubt be not an inconsiderable amount of excitement from the students 
being taught by Shanghai teachers. In addition on 20

th
 November KNGS have been selected for a special visit by Dr 

Huang who is a maths education expert at Shanghai University.  
 
The newsletter is packed with other exciting KNGS news so I hope you will enjoy the read. 
 
Ms G Fox, Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 

Thursday 22nd October - Year 7 Parents as Partners Evening 

Wednesday 11th November - Whole School Open Morning 
from 9am - 11am  

Thursday 12th November - Year 11 Parents Evening from 
3.30pm - 6pm 

Thursday 26th November - GCSE Certificate Presentation 
from 9am - 11am 

Thursday 26th November - 6th Form Parents Evening from 
4pm - 6pm at KNGS 

Friday 27th November - SCHOOL CLOSED for staff training 

Monday 30th November - SCHOOL CLOSED for staff training 

Friday 18th December - A-Level Certificate Presentation from 
1pm - 2pm 

Parent Governor Vacancy  
 

We still have vacancies for parent governors so if 

you do feel you could support the school in an 

even deeper way by joining our governing body, 

please do not hesitate to put your name forward.  
 

Our governors are a truly inspirational team to 

work with. They are well supported by senior 

leadership and work alongside in reviewing the 

school’s work, future plans and providing a clear 

steer. Visits to the school focused on our key 

developments are encouraged and provide insight 

and opportunities for governors to make a real 

difference. Please check the web-site for 

details of how to apply. 
 

Closing Date: 13th November 
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AFTERNOON TEA TO CELEBRATE TEN YEARS OF GERMAN EXCHANGE 

PROGRAMME 

Students and staff from Kings Norton Girls’ 

School and German Grammar School 

Gymnasium Melle came together on Saturday 

10th October to celebrate the 10
th
 year of their 

exchange programme at an afternoon tea 

party, where they were joined by Birmingham’s 

Lord Mayor, Raymond Hassall. 

The celebratory event was attended by staff 

and pupils past and present, who have been 

involved in the exchange over the last 10 

years. As part of the celebrations KNGS 

presented Gymnasium Melle with a flag 

designed by students, depicting the friendship 

and partnership of the exchange.  

As part of the event current exchange partners were given the opportunity to interview alumni of the exchange 

about their experiences and reflections, and the students also painted a mural of the flag in the corridor at KNGS, as 

a lasting memory of the celebrations. 

We are excited that girls from KNGS will be returning the visit to Gymnasium Melle in February 2016 as part of the 

on-going exchange programme. 

CHEOPS COMPETITION 

Towards the end of 2017, the European Space Agency (ESA) will be launching a 

new telescope - CHEOPS - into space.  Short for 'CHaracterising ExOPlanets Satellite', 

the telescope will focus on nearby stars which are known to host planets.  Over 1000 of 

these 'exoplanets' have already been discovered; it's hoped that CHEOPS will find out 

more about them so that            

astronomers can gain new  insights 

into how planetary systems are 

formed. 

The satellite will carry two plaques, 

featuring engravings of children's   

artwork inspired by the mission. Members of our Art Club have 

been working with the physics department to produce some 

eye-catching designs, and we'll be sending them to ESA soon.  

Hopefully, in a couple of years' time, some of our girls'      

drawings will be going where (almost!) no artwork has gone 

before! 
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SAINSBURY'S SCHOOL GAMES BRONZE LEVEL MARK 

KNGS has achieved the Sainsbury's School Games Bronze Level Mark.  

 

This award is as a result of our participation and leadership in the Sainsbury's 

School Games and is a fantastic recognition of all of our sports performers and 

leaders efforts.  

We have had many pupils take part in level one and two competitions with 

various teams progressing to the Sainsbury's School Games, level three 

festivals, with our Yr7/8 netball team winning overall. Our PE leadership team 

have also supported many of the primary school level two events and a group 

were then asked to officiate at the level three festival. 

The Bronze level mark is now displayed on our school games dashboard to 

recognise KNGS achievements. A massive well done to all who have been 

involved in both participation and leadership in the School Games. 

IN ADDITION… 

Congratulations to:  

Lydia Cheevers, Elle Coley, Clemmie Crowson & Rosie Hargreaves (all year 11) who attended England trials 

for rounders. We await their decision - fingers crossed! 

Gabrielle Dickson (K1), Felicity Ivory (G8) and Isabella Ivory (G5) for taking part in the West Midlands Cross 

Country School Championship Final. They were a credit to the school! The next round is the West Midlands 

Schools XC Championships at the end of January where selection for ESAA champs takes place. 
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP UPDATE 

We want YOU for the Student Leadership Group 
 
The Student Leadership has seen some changes in membership due to a combination 

of the transition to vertical tutoring and some Year 11 members focusing instead on 

leading through their prefect duties. We will begin a recruitment drive before half term 

for new members from all year groups, but Years 7 and 11 particularly. If your 

daughter is keen to develop her leadership capacity, work with a range of staff and 

students and contribute to the improvement of the school please encourage her to 

apply. Full details and application forms are available at P:\Subjects\Student 

Leadership\Student leadership group 

 
Closing date for this round of applications is : Friday 6

th
 November 2016 

 
 

Student Leadership: Impact Week 
 

Last year’s IMPACT Weeks highlighted the work our student leaders carried out in order make a difference both 

within and outside our school community.  IMPACT weeks will continue to take place this year with the focus on the 

Student Leadership Group meeting with staff members and leading tutor group discussions on whole school issues 

such as community relations, mentoring and the transition to vertical tutoring.  The girls will continue to do some 

fundraising activity for Children in Need and Red Nose Day as well. 

 

Our first IMPACT week was from the 21
st
-25

th
 September and the 

Student Leadership Group led tutor group discussions on the school 

community.  All year groups were involved and student views were 

collated. The Student Leadership Group will soon meet with Mrs Wright 

our Director of Resources and a member of the Senior Leadership 

Team to present their findings on behalf of the student body. 

 

The outcomes of this meeting will be shared with all students during termly Student Leadership Group assemblies. 

 
 

TIDE Global Learning – Preparing for ‘Young People on the Global Stage’ Conference  
 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, Kings Norton Girls School is one of 8 local schools taking part in this exciting 

opportunity from Tide Global Learning. ‘Young People on the Global Stage’ is an EU funded project bringing together 

young people from the UK, Germany, Spain, Kenya and The Gambia to reflect on the Millennium Goals on poverty 

and hunger.  

 

For Kings Norton, this will involve a group of Year 10 

students working to organise and host a conference for 

Midlands’ schools later in this year. From this we will 

launch our  ‘Manifesto for Sustainable Living’ and the girls 

will be involved in lobbying at a local, national and 

regional level as a follow up to the conference. 

 

The girls, Mollie MacPherson, Alice Falciani, Megan 

Blackmore, Emily Humphreys, Charlotte Khanan, Emily 

Cornford, Holly Leach, Katie Wallace and Ohemaa 

Donkor, have been meeting regularly this term to plan 

their parts in the upcoming ‘Young People on the Global 

Stage’ conference at Wolverhampton Science Park on 

Friday 27
th
 November. They are responsible for the 

evaluation of the event and for presenting a workshop on 

Poverty and Gender. Ohemaa describes it as ‘An exciting opportunity to relate with people from all over the West 

Midlands and discuss some of the world’s issues, whilst having fun’. 
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ENGLAND - CHINA MATHS EXCHANGE  

KNGS Represents the West Midlands  

2015 has been an exciting year for the Maths 

Department at KNGS. In the summer, we 

discovered that not only had they been crowned 

the winners of TES Maths Team of the Year, but 

also that they had been chosen to be a host 

school for the England-China maths exchange. 

The exchange is run by the Department for 

Education and the National Centre for Excellence 

in Teaching Mathematics and KNGS is the West 

Midlands representative.   

There are two stages to the exchange. In 

September Ms Bridgett travelled to Shanghai for 

two weeks and in November, KNGS will be host 

to two Maths teachers from China.  Whilst in Shanghai, Ms Bridgett attended lectures at Shanghai Normal University 

and also spent time in two schools observing maths lessons and school life in general. 

“Some aspects of the schools were very similar to those you would find in England and some were very different.  

The scheme is entirely unrelated to the BBC programme “Are our Kids Tough Enough?” and none of the teaching I 

saw in Shanghai resembled in any way the teaching that I saw on the programme! l watched lessons on fractions, 

simplification, multiplication and geometry and luckily, because maths is truly an international language, I was able to 

follow the lessons, the questions and the tasks. The schools were keen to share other aspects of their daily life and 

culture with us and I was pleased to watch morning exercise, calligraphy lessons, music activities and the afternoon 

sleep!  We were also able to participate in some model aeroplane construction in preparation for the International 

Odyssey of the Mind competition. All of the students and teachers at Da Tong Junior High School and  Jing’an 

District Number One Central Primary School were so friendly and polite and I could not have been made to feel more 

welcome.  There are more photos and updates from the exchange in the news section on the website. 

We are really looking forward to welcoming two of their teachers next half term and I know that they will be as 

impressed with our students as I was with theirs.” 

Ms Elizabeth Bridgett, Maths Department  
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HOUSE NEWS  

Update - Introduction of House System & Vertical Tutoring  
 
As you are aware, at the start of this term we introduced Vertical Tutoring 

and a new House System here at KNGS. We are extremely proud of how the 

girls have adapted to this change and new way of doing things, it is great to 

see them handle the change with maturity and resilience. It is also 

encouraging to see how the older girls are supporting the younger years 

within the new tutor groups. 

 

As part of the new house identity, each girl and member of staff have been 

given a  house badge to show which house they represent. A celebration of 

house achievements are displayed on the House Boards. 

 
House Logos  
 

In the summer term we held a House Day for the girls, during the day they were asked to create a logo for each of 

the new Houses, Keller, Nightingale, Goodall & Sharman.  
 

Some great ideas and designs were created and as a result the best designs from the day were selected and 

professionally produced, the final design for each house can be seen to the right - well done to the girls hard work 

and creativity in designing these!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Inter-House  
Netball Tournament  
 
 

On Monday 12th October we 

held our first Inter-House Netball 

Tournament. It was a great 

event and the results can be 

seen in the table below. 

 

Well done to all girls involved 

and congratulations to overall 

House Winner—Nightingale!

 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

1st Nightingale Keller Goodall Nightingale Sharman 

2
nd

 Keller Sharman Keller Sharman Keller 

3
rd

 Goodall Goodall Sharman Goodall Nightingale 

4
th

 Sharman Nightingale Nightingale Keller Goodall 
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HOUSE NEWS CON’T  

Whole School House Day  
 

A whole school house day took place on Tuesday 21st 

October to celebrate the new House and Vertical Tutoring 

system. The day gave the girls the opportunity to get know 

each other and  identify their individual skills and 

strengths. There were also activities to create a sense of 

friendly competition between the four houses. 

 

Throughout the day the girls were involved in a number of 

tasks to help develop an identity for their individual tutor 

groups, they were asked to create a form flag and 

manifesto, along with a form anthem. Other activities 

included quizzes and a  form birth timeline. In addition there 

were inter-form competitive games held throughout the day. 

Throughout the day Sixth Form carried out a number of activities focused on the theme of ‘outstanding learning’. In 

addition they were also on hand to help and support the girls in the Years 7-11 with their form identity tasks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The work produced by the girls was celebrated at the end of the day with a whole school assembly, where each 

Form Flag was presented and one form from each House was selected to perform their Form Anthem. 
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YEAR 7 RE STUDENTS ENJOY A GRAND DAY OUT 

Places of Worship Visit 

 

On Thursday 15
th
 October, 50 girls from Year 7 embarked on a visit to three places of worship as part of their 

‘Sacred Buildings’ project. We set out on a mission to 

understand what makes a space ‘sacred’, what features 

are essential to worship and what else happens in these 

buildings apart from worship. 

First stop was Cotteridge Church where the girls learnt 

about the history of the building, admired the stained 

glass windows, explored the small side chapel and 

gardens and visited with the members of the Cotteridge 

Church Day Centre. Many of the girls were impressed to 

learn that in addition to worship the church hosts tai chi 

classes, many craft clubs and includes a Day Care centre 

for elderly Cotteridge residents. We hope to return at 

Christmas to sing hymns to the residents.  

Next stop was the Bebe Nanki Ji Gurudwara in 

Handsworth – dedicated to Guru Nanak’s sister and 

inspired by Sikh principles of universal respect for 

women. The girls enjoyed donning headscarves as a 

mark of respect for the Guru and were highly 

impressed by the beautiful décor inside the main 

worship hall. After a fascinating talk on the history of 

Sikhism the girls asked lots of questions, got to hear a 

hymn sung from the Guru Granth Sahib and then 

enjoyed the hospitality in the langar (the traditional free 

kitchen found in every Gurudwara) Filled with samosas, 

daal and chapatti we headed back to the coach for our 

final stop. 

 

For many of the students the highlight of the trip was 

meeting our guide Mufaza at the Darul Barakaat 

Mosque and seeing one of the five daily prayers with 

their own eyes. We sat quietly as the congregation 

moved in perfect unison of ritual movements and 

words. Afterwards the students were full of questions 

and Mufaza answered them with warmth, insight and 

great learning.  

The students genuinely did KNGS proud, with each of 

our hosts praising their behaviour and their insightful 

questions. Myself and Mrs Currie were blown away by 

the depth of questioning, the deep interest shown in 

understanding religions and the keen eye for detail so 

many of the girls demonstrated. We are looking forward 

to the follow-up work, and to taking the same trip later in the year with the next rotations of 7Up RE classes. Final 

word to Mufaza who said ‘The girls were so well behaved and genuinely interested to learn about Islam… hopefully 

see you again soon!’ We hope so too Mufaza. 

 

Mrs O’Connor, Religious Studies Department 

Investigating the Bible at Cotteridge Church 

Loving the Langar at the Gurudwara 

Questions and answers at Darul Barakaat Mosque 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL YOUTH GROUP 

The Amnesty International group have been busy again this term, with several new members from KS3 and some of 

our KS4 students attending more too – room 21 is a buzz of activity on Friday lunchtimes! 

 

The end of the Summer term saw the culmination of our 

‘Don’t Turn a Blind Eye to Torture’ campaign. We had a 

popular stall at the school fete, with hundreds of students 

and parents adding their thumb print to our ‘blind eye’ to 

mark their support to the campaign. We put together a video 

to celebrate the campaign, which is available on 

Studentshare at P:\Subjects\Amnesty Youth Group\Summer 

fete – we encourage you to watch and look out for familiar 

faces. 

 

 

This term the group has grown and different year groups have 

been working on different projects. In the run-up to International 

Human Rights Day, and partly in response to PM David 

Cameron’s suggestion that we need to move to our own Bill of 

Rights, Year 11 students are in the process of researching the UN 

Declaration of Human Rights and preparing a presentation to be 

shared in House assemblies. This ties in really well with their 

GCSE RS topic at the moment and we hope Year 11 students 

across the school take advantage of the extra information.  

 

Our Year 10 members have been working on an awareness 

campaign around women’s reproductive rights in El Salvador. In 

response to the imprisonment of women after they have 

miscarried our girls have sent supportive messages attached to 

keys, as a symbol of the freedom we hope they soon share in. 

Finally Year 7-8 studnets have been drawing pictures and 

adding messages of hope in response to the case of Atena 

Farghadani (#Draw4Atena) An artist, Atena is currently 

imprisoned for 12 years in Iran for expressing her opinions of the 

Iranian government peaceably through her art. We have created 

a huge pile of images in her honour and they are being sent to 

her in prison as a message of hope. 

Amnesty meets every Friday in room 21 from 1.30-2pm – new members are always welcome, whether you join us 

for one campaign or many. Ask a current member or see Mrs Weatherup or Mrs O’Connor for further details.  

YEAR 7 CURRICULUM TRIP TO BOULOGNE-SUR –MER 

Update  

Year 7 parents may be aware that we usually run a day trip to Boulogne for Year 7 in the spring term. Due to the 

current unstable circumstances in Calais and for the safety of our students, we have decided to postpone this trip 

until the situation in Calais is less volatile.  

We hope you will understand the reasons for this decision.  
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PHOTOGRAPHY TRIPS TO ROYAL BIRMINGHAM SOCIETY OF ARTISTS 

‘Urban Life’ at the RBSA Gallery  

At the beginning of October two photography groups, Year 10 and Year 12 visited a photography exhibition entitled 

‘Urban Life’ at the RBSA Gallery in the Jewellery Quarter.  

This was notable in that it was the first photography show at the 

gallery for over 80 years. Both groups enjoyed the exhibition and 

found it fascinating to see the many different ways ‘Urban Life’ 

can be interpreted.  

This trip was especially useful for the Year 10’s as 

the first topic in their Unit 1 GCSE is ‘Urban Life’. 

‘Very Inspiring’ was response from many of the 

students. 

KNGS WEBSITE  

Staff List  

A full staff list along with email addresses has now been added 

to the website for parents. This list can be found in the ‘About 

Us’ section under ‘Staff List’. 

 

Parent Resources  

Following a number of requests recently for copies of presentations made to parents we have added a ‘Parent Re-

sources Page’, where presentations and key information will be available to view and download. This page can be 

found in the ‘School Life’ section under ‘Parents’ then ‘Parent Resources’. 

 

Electronic Communication 

As we strive to ensure we communicate effectively with parents/carers we are looking to send information out and 

share all the exciting this going on at KNGS electronically, where appropriate. One of the first things that will change 

is the distribution of the Parent Newsletter, which we will start to send via email. In order for this to be effective 

please can you ensure we have your up-to-date email address. Email addresses can be sent to                     

feedback@kngs.co.uk —  please ensure you include the name of your child and their form group. 

 

Twitter  

Do you follow KNGS on Twitter?  If not follow us @KNGSlife for daily updates on all the great things 

going on at KNGS, as well as reminders about events etc. 
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THE LEARNING HUB 

Profile - Mrs Edwards, Library & Research Manager 

Mrs Katie Edwards joined KNGS as Head of Library and Research in June.  As a qualified 

librarian Mrs Edwards has a real passion to promote reading for both pleasure and 

information. In order raise the profile of reading throughout the school  she has introduced 

various reading initiatives such as Bookbuzz, where all Year 7’s receive a free book, displays 

tied to reading, author visits, reading groups,  as well as regular literacy based 

competitions.  Mrs Edwards has also ensured that the atmosphere within the Learning Hub 

provides pupils with an environment which is 

both welcoming and productive.   

 

There are Ghostly Goings on in the Learning Hub! 

The Learning Hub has experienced some paranormal 

activity!  Amongst other things, there is ectoplasm seeping out of 

the ceiling leaving a trail to Ghoulishly Good Reads and a cemetery 

of books written by authors who have died has appeared.   

There have been three competitions for pupils to take part in. Firstly, 

‘Witch Books Have You Read?’ where pupils just needed to tick off 

how many of the books they have read, from a list, in order to be 

entered into a prize draw. Secondly, they were invited to enter the 

‘Ghost Stories Competition’ for a chance to win a £10.00 gift 

voucher or some stationery (and of course chocolate!). This 

competition was also advertised in their English lessons. Thirdly, 

they needed to use all of their writing skills to come up with the 

most descriptive sentence about ‘Pippa the Pumpkin’ in order to 

win another ‘spooktacular’ prize. 

These competitions generated a great deal of excitement within 

The Learning Hub and pupils from all year groups have entered. 

All entries must be in by Friday 6th November. 

 

Cotteridge Primary School Visit  

On Wednesday 7
th
 October, students from Cotteridge school came to KNGS to embark upon a year long project for 

gifted and talented readers in Year 6. The Learning Hub was filled with an array of colours and aromas due to the 

beautiful saris and salwar kameez (kindly loaned to us by Mrs Ahmed) as well as exotic fruits!  The Sixth Form 

helpers - Leah Collins, Lydia Hickey, Bethan Cordiner and Eve Mountney in Year 12- were superb and they were so 

impressed by how imaginative the Year 6 pupils are. We are really looking forward to working with both Cotteridge 

and St Laurence schools on this project over the next year.   

KINGS NORTON NETBALL LEAGUE RESULTS 

 
Seniors: 
KNGS v Colmers   Won 13-12 
KNGS v KE Five Ways  Drew 5-5 
 
Year 9: 
KNGS v Bishop Challoner Won 24-4 
 

Year 8:  
KNGS v KE Five Ways  Lost 12-15 
 
Year 7: 
KNGS v Bishop Challoner Won 19-2 
KNGS v KE Five Ways  Lost 7-11 
 

Well done to all the girls involved! 
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SIXTH FORM NEWS 

Open Morning 

If you could not make the open evening, an open morning session will take place 

on Wednesday 11th November from 9am –11am. 

 

Applications for Sixth Form 

The application process to join us in September 
2016 is now open.  Application forms and further 
details are available on our website.  For the 
second year running, we will be welcoming 
applications from girls and boys. If you have a 
daughter or son in Year 11 thinking about A levels 
next year, then Kings Norton Sixth Form should be 
on your list of sixth forms to consider. With strong 
pastoral support, fantastic teaching and excellent 
results there really is only one choice! 

 

 

Destinations and Celebrating Success  

The destinations of our Year 13 students at the end of the academic year 2014/2015: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very proud of our students’ achievements and every year we celebrate with a formal A Level 
Certificate Presentation in December.  This year has seen a fantastic number of students go on to study at 
University.  Of the cohort of 89 students 77% secured places at universities, of which 39% are Russell 
Group universities.  We even had one student commencing studies at the Universidad Europea de 
Valencia, Spain.  We look forward to catching up with students on 18 December to celebrate their well-
deserved successes. 

 

UCAS 
 

We want to wish all of our girls the very best of luck in their university 
applications this year but know that the competition for the following 
Institutions and courses is incredibly high:- 

OXBRIDGE APPLICATIONS 
                                  

Paula Lacey 

Alex McKay 

Faryad Yussuf 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Our open evening this year took place 
on Monday 22 September and for the 
first time in a number of years, it did 
not rain! This was a joint event with 
the Year 7 open evening and was well 
attended by parents and students.     
A number of Universities and              
organisations attended the event and 
were on hand to answer questions 
from prospective and current students.  

  Number % 

Students commencing a course in Further Education 3 3.37 

Students commencing a course in Higher Education 69 77.53 

Students deferred commencing a course in Higher Education until 
2016 

6 6.74 

Students who went into employment/apprenticeship/training 8 8.99 

Gap year 3 3.37 

Total Number 89 100 

UCAS WEDNESDAYS 
 

A UCAS surgery will run every 
Wednesday in the Common Room 

between 3.05pm and 4.00pm.    
 

Students will be given support with 
personal statements, university 
courses and application issues. 
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SIXTH FORM NEWS CON’T 

Preparing Students for Oxbridge Interviews  

Students were given the opportunity to attend a 

preparation day at Henry Wood House in London on 

Wednesday 7 October.  This was a great opportunity 

offering students valuable information on what to expect, 

how to handle and how to prepare for interviews as well 

as give them more confidence to face the interviewers. 

EVENTS THIS TERM 
 

We were delighted to be given the opportunity for our students to attend a First Aid 

and Basic Life Support Course, delivered by a team of 3rd year medical students 

from the University of Birmingham.  Students were taught the steps to follow using 

the acronym DRSABC and role played what to do in an emergency. They were also 

able to practice CPR on the resuscitation dummies.  The students were very 

engaged and took a lot from the course.  The team leader complemented their 

maturity and engagement.   

What is the DRS(Doctors)ABC? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Guest Speakers This Term 
Every Half Term we ask outside speakers to come in to provide our sixth formers with information, support and 

guidance about a variety of issues. Here is just a précis of what has been happening over the past half term: - 

South and City College – Apprenticeships 

On Monday 29th September, we were pleased to 

welcome a representative from South and City College, 

who gave a very informative talk to students about 

apprenticeships.   

 

Project Trust 

A representative from the Project Trust came in to speak to Year 13 students, 

offering advice and opportunities for gap years.  A number of students have taken 

up this opportunity in previous years and have found the experience truly 

rewarding.  See Emilija’s account of her gap year. 

The most amazing chapter yet… 

For the past year I have been privileged enough to have undertaken a volunteer 
programme teaching both English and Biology to secondary school students in 
Malaysia with Project Trust, an educational charity which sends volunteers to various countries around the globe 
annually.  

It has been one of the hardest yet fulfilling things I have ever been fortunate enough to have been a part of. If 
someone tells you being a teacher is easy they clearly haven't stepped into their shoes!   

I have loved every minute; yes it has had its difficulties and times where you just want to cry but then when you 
compare it to the times when the students do something and it completely astounds you and surprises you, when 
you see their confidence levels increasing, the quality of their work getting better and better, believe me, it is worth 
every late night spent lesson planning, marking and hosting extra sessions for students. 

University School Birmingham - Medics 
 

A small group of students interested in applying to 

Medicine have been invited to attend the UOB School 

on Monday 19 October. The Head of Admissions and 

Head of College will give talks on the admission       

process and will be available to  answer questions.  

D DANGER – check for signs of danger before commencing first aid 

R RESPONSE – check for a response from the casualty 

S SEND/SHOUT for help 

A AIRWAY – check airway is open, check for obstructions 

B BREATHING – check to see if they are breathing 

C CPR – if the casualty is not breathing commence CPR 

Finance UK 

The Student Finance team joined us on Monday 5th    

October and explained the process for finance           

applications.  A parent/carer presentation is planned 

for later in the year. 
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SIXTH FORM NEWS CON’T 

Project Trust Con’t  

I immensely value my time as a volunteer overseas as it has been a 
challenging, yet extremely rewarding experience which has enabled me to fully 
immerse myself into the role of a classroom teacher and has provided me with 
invaluable first-hand experience. I have acquired and developed numerous 
skills over the past year, whether this has been perseverance with marking, 
time management regarding lesson planning or simply patience, with struggling 
students; I especially feel my ability to adapt to different situations has greatly 
improved, a skill I feel to be vital in any environment. As a volunteer I have 
undertaken and completed various tasks such as organising and executing classroom lessons, providing extra 
speaking and reading sessions for students who have struggled with their education and extracurricular activities 
both within and outside of school. The partnership I have witnessed between student and teacher is what has driven 
me to look into teaching courses as I have truly grown to both admire and appreciate the role of a teacher both within 
and outside of school hours. I am now going on to study Secondary Science Education specialising in Biology at 
Edge Hill University.  

I am excited at the prospect of being able to combine my enthusiasm for biology with my passion for working with 
children at such a well-established university and I am determined to make the most of this degree and succeed.  

(Emilija Jovanovic, Former Sixth Form student, 2012 – 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16-19 BURSARY FUND 
 

The Bursary Fund is designed to help support those young people who face the 

greatest barriers to continuing in education or training post 16.  The level of 

support offered may vary during the academic year and is dependent on the 

amount of funds available.  On the basis of the College’s EFA funding allocation 

for 2015/2016, we have applied a family earnings threshold of £30,000 per 

annum.  Students will need to complete an application form and supply evidence 

of need or eligibility as appropriate before assistance is provided.   

Additional help:  Under exceptional circumstances students who are not 

automatically eligible for an award can also apply for help with one off course 

related expenses (proof of income or hardship will be asked for). Applications for 

additional help will be considered on an individual basis and is dependent upon 

available funds.  Application forms are available from the Sixth Form Common 

Room or can be obtained by contacting Karen Price, Sixth Form Administrator. 

 

Lord Mayor’s Mega Quiz  
 

The Lord Mayor’s Sixth Form Mega Quiz has been a popular and 

successful quiz for the past 16 years, and has helped to raise 

money for many of the Lord Mayor’s nominated charities.  

The charities this year are:  The MS Society, Fisher House, Cancer Research, 

Birmingham Trees for Life and the ME Association. 

This year the quiz will take place on Thursday 17 November at the Birmingham 

University’s Great Hall.  We have started the process of compiling teams and Ms Piotrwoska and Mr Covington will 

commence coaching sessions next week.  We wish our 3 teams good luck. 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

PUPIL PREMIUM FUNDING  

Kings Norton Girls' School welcomes the Pupil Premium initiative to provide funding to young people. In 2015 Kings 

Norton Girls’ School won a pupil premium award for closing the gap in attainment between students receiving pupil 

premium funding and other students.  

 

Over the next few weeks Mrs Raggett will be asking for the opinions of parents on how they feel this funding could be 

used to best support their daughter. We hope as many invited parents as possible will contribute to this review and 

shaping future use of funding.  

 

Pupil Premium Funding is provided to schools to support girls who : 

 are eligible for Free School Meals 

 have one or more parent (who they are living with) in the Armed forces 

 are adopted 

 are on a residence or special guardianship order 

 

If your daughter falls into one of these categories or you would like to apply for free school meals please contact 

school.  

 

At Kings Norton Girls’ School we have identified 4 key areas to address with this funding: 

 Achievement and Attainment 

 Attendance 

 Aspiration 

 Enjoyment and Engagement 

 

Over time these initiatives, which are fully explained on the school website, have had a measurable impact on 

enhancing girls’ performance. If you would like more information about this provision please contact Mrs Raggett  

 

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS 

 

Our on-going refurbishment of KNGS & 

Sixth Form continued over the summer 

break and as we continued to invest and 

make improvements to the school 

environment.  

Improvements have included the 

installation of new fencing along the 

school drive and the installation of new 

school signage at the entrances. 

Internally within the school we carpeted 

all of the corridors in the main school 

and also decorated  three classrooms.  

Improvements were also made in the 

reception area with installation of new 

wall wraps which celebrate the 

achievement and values we follow at 

KNGS.  

 

 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities  

NEW MEMBERS OF STAFF  

Andrea Law - Marketing & Communications Manager  

 

We would like to welcome Andrea Law who joined KNGS on 1st October as Marketing 

& Communications Manager. Andrea will be responsible for all marketing and                        

communications activity, raising the profile of the School and Sixth Form, making sure 

we communicate effectively with stakeholders and the promotion and celebration of all 

of the achievements and wonderful things that we do at KNGS. 

 

 

SUDOKU 

 

I love the following problem as it seems so simple but there is more to it than you initially might 
think. You can attempt this puzzle for pure pleasure or submit your solution to Mr Coglan by 

Friday the 13
th

 of November to win a prize for your daughter: 

 

I'm thinking of two numbers. 

My two numbers added together are the same as my two numbers multiplied together. What 
possible pairs of numbers could I be thinking of?  

 

I hope you enjoy thinking about this! 

MATHS PARENT’S PUZZLE    

 

EASY MEDIUM HARD 


