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Newsletter 
Christmas 2015 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The Autumn Term has been very busy and also an exciting time for Kings Norton Girls’. 
In September there was some trepidation as we moved to our new pastoral structure 
and houses, but as usual, the girls have risen to the challenge and gone beyond. I am 
delighted to report that there is a real buzz abound house competitions and significantly 
improved mixing between year groups which has brought our school community even 
closer together.   

Our Shanghai visitors brought Chinese maths teaching methods to some very keen 
audiences of both students and staff from a very large number of schools during their 3 
week stay. They had some real insights to share. We received a letter from the Maths 
Hub referring to the “tremendous atmosphere in school”, our “superb pupils” and saying 
how delighted they were “to have chosen such an outstanding school”. Well done to the 
Maths Team and girls. 

Girls are pushing the boundaries in computing by actively engaging in the gender 
stereotype busting Microsoft Digigirlz careers convention and participation in Hour of Code. They excelled in running 
a workshop at the Young People on a Global Stage conference in November which was widely acclaimed as both 
professional and challenging. We were highly praised for the work of our Amnesty International group by Bridgid 
Jones, the Cabinet Member for Education, and our Interfaith Forum really highlighted a superb maturity and depth of 
thought in our Yr 9 students. You can read about these and much more inside. 

As the end of term nears, we sadly have to say thank you and goodbye to some of our much loved staff. Bridgett 
Cole in student support who has been with us for 16 years and had provided a firm but fair common sense approach 
to every student she has worked with. Karen Price the sixth form administrator who has been at the school for 14 
years; I know the staff and girls in the sixth form will particularly miss the care she brings through her role. Sarah 
Busby, teacher of geography, at the school for 7 years and Sunil Paul, teacher of physics, who has been with us for 
only 3 years leave us as well; both are highly respected members of the staff team. Finally we also say goodbye to 
Valerie Renaud and Tasara Moyo two temporary staff who have been with us since September. We wish them all the 
very best for their future. 

May your Christmas be warm and joyous and may the New Year bring everything you hope for. We look forward very 
much to a very exciting 2016. 

Gill Fox - Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 

Monday 4th January - Review Day. Please 
note students in school for Review 
appointments only - no lessons. Parents are 

welcome. 

Tuesday 5th January - Lessons as normal  

Tuesday 12th January - Year 11 Parents as 
Partners Evening for identified students  

Thursday 28th January - Year 10 Parents 
Evening from 3.30pm - 6.00pm 

Wednesday 3rd February - SCHOOL CLOSES 

EARLY for Network Training (12.30pm) 

Thursday 11th February - Challenge Day for all 
-Years 7-11. Individual Year Group schedules.  

Review Day - Monday 4th January 
 

Review Day will take place Monday 4th January. 

Attending these appointments is compulsory for students and 

parents are able to join them if they are available. Each student will 

have a 10 minute review appointment with their form tutor or 

another teacher, to review their interims and progress during the 

Autumn term and set targets which will be reviewed over the year 

in form time. Students will bring home appointment times and 

should spend some time reflecting on how they meet the qualities 

of STARDOM (Planners - page 3) 

Please note there are no lessons on this day. 

Year 11 will have review appointments and in addition will have 

GCSE RE Workshops. For identified students there will be Science 

sessions. Students will bring home further information on this. 
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INTERFAITH WEEK - MONDAY 16TH - FRIDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 

 

 

 

For the third consecutive year, the RE department marked 

National Interfaith Week with a range of events to help students 

and staff develop a greater understanding and appreciation of 

different faiths; to celebrate the religious and spiritual diversity 

within the school; and to provide both students and staff an 

opportunity to explore and share their own beliefs.  

Interfaith Week contributes towards the spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural development of our pupils, and also reflects the 

school’s active promotion of “British values”, particularly mutual 

respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

The features of the week included: 

 Faiths Forum with a panel of religious representatives who answered questions from Year 9 pupils. Questions 

included the place of women in religion, why there is suffering and religious experiences. The faith leaders were: 

Rev Mat Wilson - Senior Minister, Pavilion Christian Community 

Maulana Aqeel Kang - Imam, Baitul Ghafoor Mosque (Ahmadiyya Muslim Community) 

Gen Kelsang Leksang - Resident Teacher, Samantabhadara Kadampa Buddhist Centre 

Mr Baljit Singh - Preacher, Everythings 13 Sikh Charity 

Mrs Sushma Sahajpal - Creative Education Consultant (Hinduism) 

Dr Peter Sheridan - Birmingham Progressive Synagogue (Judaism) 

 

 House Assemblies delivered by our excellent RE 

ambassadors 

 Launch of RE debating club which will be run by our sixth 

form RE ambassadors 

 Sixth formers visit to the Birmingham Buddhist Centre to 

learn more about spirituality and meditation 

 Showcase in foyer displaying various posters, staff views 

and selection of booklets on religions produced by Year 9 

 Rolling slideshow about Interfaith Week on plasma screens 

 

 

 Tweets from @KNGSlife and a hashtag 

#kngsinterfaith to raise awareness and share 

experiences on social media 

A video production about Interfaith Week has 

been produced and has been circulated through 

the school’s Twitter handle @KNGSlife - please 

take a look! 

A big thank you to all staff for their help, support 

and cooperation, and to our fabulous RE 

ambassadors for making it a huge success again. 

Mr W Ahmedi (Head of RE) 

AWARENESS RAISING & CHARITY 
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CHILDREN IN NEED 2015 

KNGS & Sixth Form Raises an Impressive £1,113  

A huge congratulations to all involved in 
Children in Need - there was a great 
buzz around school with non-uniform 
day, the creation of Form dance videos, 
cake sales and a range of competitions 
held by various Houses and Forms. 

It was great to see so many get into the spirit of Children in Need including our 
visiting Shanghai Maths Teachers and our Lunchtime Supervisors! 

 

 

 

 

 

The grand total raised was a 

whopping £1,113.38 

Well done to Sharman House 
who raised the most on the day 
with a contribution of £300.55 towards the total closely followed by Goodall - 

£280.56, Keller - £243.71 and Nightingale - £226.65. 

Great effort from all - well done! 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL  

Hands Up for Human Rights 

On Wednesday 2
nd

 December, the KNGS Amnesty Youth Group held a fundraiser and awareness campaign called 

‘Hands Up for the Human Rights Act’ in response to government plans to scrap the Human Rights Act and replace it 

with a British Bill of Rights. Any rights that are excluded from the 

new British Bill will mean that UK citizens will have to go to 

Strasbourg to fight their case, at a huge cost. 

Year 8 girls made a banner and baked cakes for the event. Year 

10 and 11 helped with running and promoting the event, and 

made even more cakes to sell! We were grateful to be joined by 

Annie Finnegan and Alison Whiten who were long-time       

members lower down the school and co-ordinated the             

personalisation of the banner, where girls made their own 

handprints or wrote messages on cut-outs to show why human 

rights matter and to put their ‘hands up’ for human rights! 

Amnesty Youth Group member Lois Taylor G2 said ‘It 

was a great event; we raised over £40 and had lots of           

contributions and support from the wider school             

community’. Natasha Bevis-Forrester G6 ‘It was a great 

feeling to help organise such a great event.’ Amalia 

Schnier N2 said ‘without our human rights, the UK will not 

be a free country.’ 

Amnesty Youth Group meets every Friday lunchtime in 

room 21. Our next action is a Write for Rights activity on 

Friday 11
th
 December. Students of all year groups are    

welcome to join us whether for an individual campaign or 

longer term.  
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SHANGHAI MATHS EXCHANGE  

KNGS host two Shanghai Maths Teachers  

November 2015 saw Kings Norton Girls’ School 

hosting two maths teachers from Shanghai as part of 

the second phase of the England-China maths 

exchange. The exchange was run by the Department 

for Education and the National Centre for Excellence 

in Teaching Mathematics and KNGS were extremely 

privileged to be the representative school for the West 

Midlands. 
 

We welcomed Bian Xinyuan from Da Tong Junior 

High School and Sijun Wang from Jing’an District 

Number One Central Primary School on the 3
rd

 

November and they spent over three weeks with us, 

teaching maths, observing lessons and getting to know our school. Both teachers were impressed with our girls’ 

enthusiasm for maths and for how welcome they made them feel during their stay.  They commented on how good 

our girls were at engaging with and discussing the maths and their creative approaches to solving big problems. 
 

During the exchange, some of the Shanghai lessons were observed by many visitors including local primary and 

secondary teachers, trainee teachers, the Department for 

Education, the National Centre for Excellence in Teaching 

Maths and lecturers from universities ranging from 

Birmingham to Shanghai. The girls in these lessons were 

their usual confident selves and I have lost track of how 

many visitors praised their enthusiasm, their behaviour for 

learning and their eloquence when describing the maths 

they were studying.  
 

A huge thank you to the girls’ involved in the Shanghai 

lessons and the Maths Ambassadors for making our visitors 

feel so welcome. We would like to say a special 

congratulations and well done to our “stand out” 

mathematicians from the Shanghai lessons: 
 

Stand-Out Mathematicians:  
 

Year 7: Mary Glasby K7, Sophia Wigley K6, Meghan Hancock-Nolan N5, Scarlett Rea S5, Chloe Ashmore K3, 

Barbara Keshiro S2, Trinity Donnelly N1 and Haalah Zein Alabdeen K2. 
 

Year 8:  Mollie Harrison G5, Louise Poole S6, 

Sofia Menshawy G7, Viktoria Nicklin K5. 
 

Year 9: Gracie-Mae Hicks K6, Demi Windsor K1, 

Jasmine Aitken N7. 
 

 
Maths Ambassadors: 
 

 Kylene Santos 

 Siva Priya Thirugnanarajah 

 Avika Korrin 

 Clarisa Lemon 

 Xena Meksem 

 Emilie Yates 

 Sophie McCarron 

 Emily Robinson 

EVENTS, TRIPS & CLUBS 
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SUCSESS AT SWIMMING CLUB/OPEN MEET 

Congratulation to Gabby Dixon - Year 9  

“On the 31st of October 2015 I swam in an open meet (where 19 

teams were participating) with my swimming club, Camp Hill 

Edwardians. I swam 7 races throughout the day - one of them was 

100m backstroke, I did it in 1:22:95, then a 100 IM in 1:22:50. After 

lunch I swam a 100m fly in 1:19:83, a 100m free in 1:11:01 and 50m 

free in 29:44. I got a trophy for coming 5th out of 48 in the butterfly 

and 4th out of 60 in 100 crawl. All of my times that day were 

Warwickshire county times and my 50m crawl was one second off 

qualifying for Midlands as you have to do it in under 28 seconds. My goal for the rest of this year is to try and get at 

least one more Midlands time.  

Friday night at Club Championships I swam another 100m fly in 1:19 and last night I was at Arena League Round 2 

with my club and did 100m fly again in 1:18:93 - I felt sick and had a broken finger so this was quite an achievement! 

Our girls relay team won our 50m freestyle open relay, my split was 30:24. Camp Hill won the gala convincingly. We 

were all very pleased but tired and the whole team had a well deserved McDonald's in our onesies afterwards.” 

Gabby Dixon 

 

DRAMA CLUB - COME AND JOIN US! 

Calling all Yr7, Yr8 and Yr9’s... 

Drama Club is open to all students in Years 7, 8 and 9, so feel free to come along.  

It takes place in the Drama Studio, every Thursday lunchtime. I am pleased to say that we have the assistance of 

the Year 13 Drama students who have volunteered to plan and lead many of the drama club sessions. The girls 

seem to be really enjoying the sessions so far so please feel free to come along and join in. 

Ms Woodward  

REMEMBRANCE DAY  

Remembering WW1 Soldiers from the Local Area  

To commemorate Remembrance Day the Year 11 History 

Ambassadors created an outstanding display for the 

school's reception area. They gathered research about   

soldiers who died in the local area, but then also decided to 

create a full size model to represent the men who fought. 

The students spent many lunch times and a day of half 

term (with the help of Ms Randell!) meticulously creating 

this model using paper mache. The end result was fantastic 

and soldier 'Gilbert' made the display.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

The students did not stop there. They presented at five 

House Remembrance Day assemblies. They also    

created a chance for students to write reflections on 

their own poppies; they invited St Joseph's students in 

to help create 3D poppies for the display; and they   

collected contributions for the Help a Hero Christmas 

stocking appeal. The students demonstrated            

outstanding independence, creativity, team work and 

community spirit. They truly are excellent ambassadors 

for the department and for the school. 
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BAVERSTOCK PARTNERSHIP 

Dance Competitions 

KNGS girls from the PE Leadership Team supported some of our local primary schools with their dance               

competitions – this involved leading individual schools and whole group warm ups, being responsible for logistics 

such as announcing and music, judging the competition and picking winners of the school games values awards. 

Well done to the 10 girls listed below, who demonstrated excellent leadership skills and confidence with a real caring 

nature towards the tiny primary pupils, who for some it was their first intra-school competition ever.  

Year 9 Leaders:  Vuneet Sembhi, Kylene Santos, Jessica Coley, Kitty Everson, Timothea Nash, Isabel Ledgister. 

Year 10 Leaders: Alex Bird, Josie Drapkin, Flossie Stott, Mehzarin Vandriwala. 

 

Mrs Currie   

CELEBRATING SCIENCE OVER THE AUTUMN TERM 

Halloween & Winter Festival Science Clubs  

Screaming jelly babies, eerie glow-in-the-dark goo, jack-o’-lantern with 

explosive brains, heart-stopping sense boxes, and 2 metre high balls of 

fire thrilled over 40 of our Year 7 science     

students at our Halloween Science Club.  And 

magic was in the air during our Winter Festival 

Science Club; water turned into wine, wrapped 

gifts defied the laws of physics and all of our 

participants created a luxurious present that 

may appear under the Christmas tree. 

At both events our Year 10 Science Ambassadors were fantastic role models and their 

leadership and support made the events sparkle.  All of the students that attended showed 

great enthusiasm and reinforced once again how fantastic the KNGS students.  So thank 

you to everyone involved and we look forward to seeing you back for the                        

Valentines Science Club that will be taking place on Tuesday, 9
th

 February. 

HOUR OF CODE  

Computer Science in Education Week - 7th-13th December  

This term has seen the annual arrival of Computer Science in 

Education Week. To celebrate the diverse impact that Computer Science has on 

our daily lives students have taken part in the #hourofcode project – which    

encourages everyone from ages 6 – 106 to have a go at coding a computer.  

During lunchtimes in ICT2 

and ICT3 – students have 

been able to come and code levels in popular games they know 

and love such as Minecraft™, Angry Birds™ and Flappy Bird™. 

Students who complete the short introduction to programming as 

given a certificate to recognise their first steps into the world of 

programming. 

It is a real pleasure the see the passion students at KNGS have 

towards learning new skills such as programming, which        

according to recent research will become as fundamental to life as English and Mathematical skills within the next 10 

years. If you fancy finding out more then visit www.code.org/learn for further information. 

http://www.code.org/learn
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NATURAL HIGH PRESENTATION 

Year 7 Drugs Awareness Session 

 

Year 7’s enjoyed the interactive session which was filled with 

competitions, cheers, singing and prizes. Natural High’s 

presentation was written and performed by David Graham and 

focuses on promoting a healthy lifestyle and educating girls about 

achieving a natural high by using their talents, skills and abilities, 

rather than looking to drugs. He spent time encouraging the girls to 

think about what they are good at and ways they like to spend time 

that are edifying and positive. He encouraged those struggling, to 

identify even small things that they enjoy and like to achieve.  
 

This presentation was appreciated by us as a school as it feeds in 

to on-going PSHE education the students receive throughout their 

time here and our long term dialogue with students about making 

right choices throughout life. It also supported girls in having a 

positive mind-set that there are things they enjoy and are good at. 

You as parents may have heard at home the ‘Natural High’ song 

that the girls sung and have certainly been singing since. 

Throughout the presentation David gave the students the 

opportunity to develop slogans to promote the right choice and 

never take drugs. David picked three winners and each received a 

prize in the session. The winners were: 1st place - Barbara 

Keshin, 2nd place - Mia Goldberg and 3rd place Kitty Ballard. 

Well done girls! 

ENGLISH THEATRE TRIP TO STRATFORD 

Wendy & Peter Pan 

 

It was a pleasing and exciting trip to 

see ‘Wendy and Peter Pan’, which 

was enjoyed by students and staff 

alike. The show was an excellent 

performance of charm, wit and good 

humour that marvelled with its flying 

set pieces, to its more emotionally 

charged moments. In this retelling of 

the classic story, it was Wendy and 

the crocodile who stole the show! 

Students also impressed with their       

excellent conduct and general good 

manners, being a real credit to the 

school. 

You can expect a range of wonderful photographs to decorate the school foyer in the New Year.  

Mr Millward 

Student Review by Maya Jackson-Hobbs (Head Girl) - Year 13  

“I thoroughly enjoyed the production! The costumes and effects were brilliant and the intricacy of the set 

made it second to none. You could tell that the actors and actresses were having fun, as this was         

reflected in their performance. An entertaining production for both children and adults” 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

VISIT TO MICROSOFT HQ 

Worldwide Digigirlz Event  

On Friday 27
th
 November, a small group of Year 8 girls were given the opportunity to 

visit Microsoft headquarters in Reading for an worldwide event called “Digigirlz”. The 
event is aimed at removing the stereotype that girls cannot code computer 
programs, work within the IT industry and to dispel the myth that big companies like 
Microsoft, Google, etc only want boys to work in the sector. We were one of only 20 
schools in the UK to visit. 

An early start at 6am was needed to get ready for the day’s events which included a 
guided tour of the campus, hands on displays, live technology demonstrations, 
careers advice and the opportunity to ask female staff questions about what they do, 
why they enjoy it and lots more! 

The main activity during the day was to design a new mobile app around a given 
sector – our girls were given “Educational” – and as expected the creative juices got 

flowing immediately – 
eventually bringing 
together a brand new 
design for their app 
called “Teaching 
Tardis” – including questions based around core 
subjects like English, Maths and Science – along with 
cyber-men and other Dr Who characters. This was 
presented in a video presentation to judges, along 
with promotional materials and screen designs drawn 
out on the day. 

The day was rounded off with a live dance competition 
using an Xbox One, Kinect and a theatre full of about 
180 students. The atmosphere was electric! 

A massive well done to all our girls and to Mr Willis and Mr White for leading the trip.  

TRIP TO BERLIN  

Year 13 History Visit  

In October, Year 13 history students went to Berlin as part 

of their studies on the causes of the Holocaust. One of the 

highlights of the trip was the Jewish Museum. The tour and 

the exhibitions were thought provoking, as well as adding 

valuable context to their studies. We also enjoyed a walking 

tour of the city and a visit to the Reichstag  building. Our 

final stop was the Wannsee Conference Centre. The trip 

was tiring but worth it. The students thoroughly enjoyed it 

and were excellent representatives of the school. 
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YEAR 10 TEXTILES TRIP  

Visit to the Hippodrome, Birmingham  

Year 10 GCSE Textile students undertook a visit to 

the Birmingham Hippodrome to have a guided 

backstage tour and to research costumes used for the 

Nutcracker Ballet. They were able to see first hand 

how the costumes are constructed with particular 

emphasis on corsets as this relates to their current 

project based on creating a Steampunk inspired 

corset. This provided students with a very hands on 

practical experience where they were able to 

physically touch the costumes and see close up 

details and the sewing techniques employed in order 

to create such detailed costumes. Students were also 

able to appreciate the amount of work involved in 

creating such delicate costumes and could relate this 

to some of the constraints they needed to consider 

when creating their own individual designs.  

Students were able to appreciate some of the 

historical aspects of the costumes with some of the 

costumes being at least twenty five years old. It was 

also extremely valuable for students to see how 

textiles can be utilised in the commercial sector for 

future job prospects and gave students an insight into 

the work of a costume designer and seamstress.  

GERMAN CHRISTMAS MARKETS  

Year 8 enjoy the Festivities 

 

A group of 23 Year 8 girls enjoyed a trip to the     

festive German Christmas Markets on Monday 

14th December, giving them the perfect               

opportunity to test out their German speaking skills 

and soak up the traditional festive atmosphere. 

 

As the girls looked round the market they completed 

a booklet which included a Christmas Market Trail 

finding traditional German products and fare and a 

task on German Christmas traditions . The girls were 

a delight to take on the trip and they certainly did 

Kings Norton Girls’ School proud!  

A huge thanks to Mrs Weatherup and Mrs Perks for 

organising such a fun trip. 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

 

INTER-HOUSE SPELLING BEE COMPETITION 

Girls put their Spelling Skills to the Test  

Girls in Years 7 and 8 recently took part in the Inter-house Spelling 

Bee, hosted by the Learning Hub. Representing their houses in 

teams of four,  sixteen competitors bravely put their spelling skills 

to the test, supported by a very enthusiastic audience. Students 

also helped to organise and run the event, with Chloe Aggrey and 

Amal Umar, from Year 10, taking on the important job of             

pronouncing the words, and Year 7 pupils creating bunting flags 

with supportive messages for their house teams.  
 

All of the competitors did very well, with every girl managing to 

spell some challenging words correctly, undaunted by the         

pressures of being on stage. As the competition progressed, the words became trickier and the tension began to 

build; in a nail-biting finale, the gold medal was ultimately taken by Jodie Carreon of Nightingale house, with Leah 

Swain Heath, of Goodall, awarded silver and Charlotte Francis, of Keller, achieving bronze. Nightingale not only 

boasted the winning individual but took the prize for the highest-scoring house, with a team total of twenty-five words 

spelled correctly; it was a close finish, however, with Goodall tallying up twenty-four words. Keller placed third with 

twenty-one, and Sharman fourth with fourteen.  
 

The audience members played a valuable role in the contest as they created a fantastic atmosphere, alternating  

quiet concentration with celebratory clapping. Afterwards, as the packed Learning Hub emptied and students filed 

back to lessons, a smiling Grace O’Leary – a Year 7 competitor, summarised the whole experience as “intense!”  

Jodie Carreon will receive a personalised trophy to commemorate her achievement, and Nightingale will take        

possession of the house trophy; no doubt, however, the reigning champions will have to work hard to defend their 

title when the Inter-house Spelling Bee returns in 2016! 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY  

Inter-House Competition 

On 15
th
 December the school decided 

to show some festive spirit with our           

now-annual Christmas Jumper Day. 

Staff and students alike donned a 

whole range of Christmassy knitwear, 

many accessorising with flashing 

lights and songs too. For those who didn’t have an appropriate jumper to hand, Mrs Edwards provided a ‘customise-

your-jumper’ workshop in the Learning Hub and many chose to join in by adding tinsel or even Christmas socks to a     

regular jumper – fantastic creativity! 

The Student Leaders would like to say thank you to everyone who took part, there was a tremendous festive spirit 

around school. They did the best we could to tally those there at the start of break so that we could announce most 

festive house and most festive in the house. The results were: 

Teachers’ special mentions: Miss Prentice, Ms Ledwidge, Ms Price 

We look forward to running the event again next year and ho-ho-hope that next time even more 

staff and students get themselves involved.  

Mrs O’Connor 

OUR LEARNING HUB  

Most festive house 

1
st

 Nightingale 

2
nd

 Keller 

3
rd

 Goodall 

4
th

 Sharman 

Most festive jumpers  

Nightingale – Emily Sandford, Kiah Farrell, Ellie-May Lyons 

Sharman – Candice Jackson-Hobbs, Chloe Handley 

Keller – Tara Dowling, Sophia Watkins 

Goodall – Anna McFadzean, Erin Field 
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THE POETRY TRIALS  

Girls to have Work Published 

Some of our pupils recently entered Young Writers’ latest poetry competition, called The Poetry Trials and we’re 

delighted to announce that two pupils, Flora Slorach and Elizabeth Dewes, were successful and will have their 

poems published in a poetry anthology in February. This competition has been a great way to showcase our school’s 

creative ability as well as boost pupils’ confidence and enjoyment in writing poetry. A massive well done to Flora and 

Elizabeth!  

 

WINTER WONDERLAND  

Poetry Competition 

The Learning Hub has been running a Winter Wonderland Poetry Competition.  We have had a superb amount of 

entries and this is an example of one which was written by Kristine Cera in Year 7. 

 

A Winter Wonderland Poem 

A lenient blanket will surround 

as the atmosphere encloses 

like a silky scarf. 

 

Snowflakes will tickle the air 

as they form another piece to their 

puzzle. 

 

A tree may make numerous attempts 

to compare itself to this 

wonderous wonderland. 

But the war would be forever won 

by the mystical mightiness of 

this winter utopia. 
 

TEA, CAKE & LITERARY DISCUSSIONS  

An Afternoon Literary Session with Parents 

On Tuesday, 24
th
 November 2015, Year 7 parents were invited into school to attend ‘An Afternoon of Tea, Cake and 

Literary Discussion’.   

As the title suggests parents and their daughter were given tea and cake and then Miss Walker, Second in English 

and Literacy Co-ordinator, gave a presentation where she talked about the importance of reading for pleasure and 

suggested reading strategies that parents might like to try at home to encourage their daughters.  Mrs Edwards in 

the Learning Hub then went through some 

suitable books that she had sourced and 

parents and daughters were able to 

browse through them and then take two 

copies of the same book home so that 

they could read them simultaneously. 

The event was very success.  One parent 

emailed after the event saying  “It was  

super and the tip of us both having a book 

each, but reading at once is inspirational 

and has revolutionised reading              

together.  Thank you.”   

The next meeting will be held on     

Tuesday 15
th

 March 2016.  
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YOUNG LEADERS: FOR A CHANGE CONFERENCE - 27th November, 2015 

Year 10 Students Develop Leadership & Presentation Skills  

A small group of Year 10 girls have been working with 

TIDE on the European funded Young People on a Global 

Stage project. They helped plan, host and deliver a 

conference on the Sustainable Development Goals for 

150 West Midlands school students. Katie Wallace      

(K-2) reports on the experience below… 

Our work to prepare for the conference started on April 

30
th
 when we had our first leadership training. We 

attended a workshop in leadership and presentational 

skills to help us develop our leadership skills in 

preparation for running our own workshop in the 

conference on “Young Leaders: For a Change.” Many other schools attended, including students from Ark Kings, 

Dormston, Nunnery Wood and Moseley. We took part in a Skype conversation with a school in the Gambia and later 

on in the year, we met up with Ark Kings again to speak to Ndey Bakurin to talk about global issues and our 

solutions. Ndey is the director of the National Environment Agency of Gambia, the equivalent of our Secretary of 

State for the Environment. This helped us gain valuable information and knowledge for the future Workshop on 

Gender and Opportunity. 

Soon, the workshop and conference became closer and we split into two groups, the 

Workshop Group and the Evaluation Group. The role of the Workshop Group was to 

plan and carry out a workshop based around some of the global issues discussed 

earlier. We also chose to focus on the Gender Gap as we were the only Girls School 

and we felt this affected us personally. The girls wrote and resourced a 45 minute 

interactive session and practiced relentlessly in the run up to the event. While the 

Workshop Group began the planning of the conference group, the Evaluation Group 

had to produce questions for the evaluation of the conference in order to find out what 

people knew before and after they attended the conference. We designed a two part 

questionnaire, created ‘graffiti walls’ for informal 

feedback and Emily constructed recycled paper 

post-boxes pictured here with Radzi Chinyanganya 

of Blue Peter.  

The day itself was good fun, and gave us a chance 

to meet again with students from other schools. 

Emily Cornford had to address the whole conference to explain our evaluation 

processes, and did a very professional job. We think the Workshop went very 

successfully, the feedback from students who took part and some staff from 

other schools who observed was very positive. Throughout the process we have 

learnt lots about poverty and hunger (all over the world). We also learnt about 

schools in The Gambia, Spain and Kenya by taking part in Skype calls with 

people from there. 

Now the Evaluation Group has to look through all the evaluations to come to a 

conclusion on how successful the conference was. We have 300 questionnaires 

to analyse and will be feeding back to Tide on how much people learnt. Our 

evaluation will form the basis of a report to the EU, who sponsored the 

conference – no pressure then!  

Overall, we enjoyed the process thoroughly and got to meet lots of new people, 

heard a very inspirational speech from Radzi and it was a wonderful experience. 

You can find out more about the day, and follow up plans at the Tide Global 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

GCSE CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION  

Year 11 Class of 2015 
 

Thursday 26th November saw the return of many of our Year 11 - Class of 

2015, for a celebratory event, where the girls were individually presented with  

their GCSE certificates. It was lovely to welcome back Laura Nicklin, one of 

our Alumna, as our Guest speaker, who gave an inspirational speech to the 

girls, based on her own 

experiences since leaving KNGS. 

In addition to the GCSE Certificate 

Presentation there were a number 

of prizes awarded to the girls - 

The Richard Rogers  

Prize for “Philosophy 

of Religion” was 

awarded to Holly 

Plews and Daisy 

Parker, The Eileen Daines Prize for “English Literature” was 

awarded to Sophie Lane, the Principal’s Award Scheme was 

awarded to Arama Lemon, Omba Otoko and Degrace 

Mouanga and the Headteacher’s Prize was awarded to Sanya 

Shaika. 

                                                                                                           

It was a wonderful event and lovely 

to see the girl’s coming back 

together to celebrate their 

individual successes. 

Congratulations to you all on 

you achievements!  

 

SUCSESSES 

Congratulations to Lucy Attrill 

Selected by British Gymnastics to represent 

Great Britain  
 

A massive congratulations to Lucy Attrill - Year 7, K8 on 

being selected by British Gymnastics to represent Great 

Britain in the under 13s category at the Loule Cup in    

Portugal, a trampolining and tumbling gymnastics         

international competition.  
 

Lucy was 1 of 9 selected girls aged 8-12yrs from across 

the country. In the finals, Lucy’s performance at the event 

put her in bronze medal position for Under 13yrs, with her 

GB teammates in 2nd and 1st respectively. A huge well 

done to Lucy for such an amazing achievement!  



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

ARTS AWARD BRONZE 

Years 8 & 9 Ceramics Club  
 

We have a large number of girls at KNGS who excel in the Arts, and some of our Y8s & Y9s 

were invited to participate in Ceramics Club in order to work towards Arts Award Bronze (a 

national qualification in association with Trinity and the Arts Council). 

Working alongside a professional ceramicist, these girls have had the opportunity to develop 

their own skills and understanding of clay outside of the lesson environment.  They have worked 

to a series of design briefs to build up a portfolio of work across the 

last academic year, which included a range of hand building and 

decorating techniques;  analysis of other artists’ work;  and 

evidence of passing their new found knowledge on to other students via mini 

workshops, discussions and demonstrations. 

This October, we had a visiting moderator in to assess the 

progress of the group, and we can proudly announce that the 

following 10 students have been awarded Arts Award 

Bronze.  A huge congratulations to the girls as they have put 

in a lot of work across the year, and been innovative and 

challenging with their ideas; many of whom had not worked with clay previously. 

Students who achieved Arts Award Bronze 2015: 

Ruby Enwonwu,  Anna Underwood,  Adele Savage, Kitty Everson, Jennifer Hwang, 

Evie Harding, Sophie McCarron, Amal Umar, Mackenzie Vaughan, Kylene Santos  

Art Dept. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION  

Photography Club 

Well done to all girls in Photography Club, who entered to competition for this year 

School Christmas Card. The winning photograph was taken by Scarlett Rea and Olivia 

Dent (both Year 7) - well done to both - their photograph features on this years Kings 

Norton Girls’ School & Sixth Form Christmas card. 

SENIOR MATHS TEAM CHALLENGE  

Congratulation to our Sixth Formers  
 

On 5 November our sixth formers studying A-Level Maths took part in the UK  
Mathematics Trust Challenge. 

They had to answer 25 multiple choice questions which tested their problem-solving 
skills. Questions later in the paper were worth more marks but also marks were lost 
for questions answered incorrectly! 

Thousands of students took part around the UK and we were very happy to find 
that 6 of our students earned awards as follows: 

Asma Omran SILVER AWARD Goodall   Francesca Kang BRONZE AWARD Goodall 

Tabby Shaik BRONZE AWARD Keller   Yaxin Luo BRONZE AWARD Keller 

 Ashleigh Avery BRONZE AWARD Nightingale  Aisha Abdurahman BRONZE AWARD Nightingale 

 

Congratulations from everybody in the Maths Department  



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

LORD MAYORS MEGA QUIZ 

Congratulations and well done to the teams that participated in the Lord Mayor’s Mega Quiz on Tuesday 17 

November, raising money for the Lord Mayor’s Charities: The MS Society, Fisher House, Cancer Research, 

Birmingham Trees for Life and the ME Association.  

 

SIXTH FORM PARENTS’ EVENING – THURSDAY 26
TH

 NOVEMBER 

Thank you for attending the Sixth Form Parents’ evening, the turnout was very high. Your comments and feedback 

are most welcome and have been passed on to appropriate staff.   

UCAS DEADLINE 

37 applications have been sent off & students are already receiving dates for interviews and confirmed places.  We 

are also delighted that one of our students will be attending a three day interview at Oxford and wish her every 

success! 

For those a little further behind, a final reminder that for Year 13 students still hoping to apply to university 2016, the 

deadline for applications to be completed is Friday 8 January 2016 at 4pm.  Our advice to students who are still 

unsure whether to apply to university or not is to keep their options open by submitting an application. Please 

encourage your son/daughter to apply and attend the UCAS drop in sessions after Xmas. For further advice and 

guidance check out the UCAS site: www.ucas.com 

PHOTOGRAPHY TRIPS  

Peter Ashworth Visit  
 

Just before half term the Year 12 & Year 13 photographers came together 

for a day’s workshop with acclaimed music and fashion photographer 

Peter Ashworth. Inspired by his iconic 1980s album cover images and 

dramatic fashion photos the students learned to be fearless in their 

dramatic use of differently coloured lights and interesting viewpoints and 

built their confidence when posing their models. They all felt the was a 

most valuable chance to step out of their comfort zone and will definitely 

be using their new ideas in their coursework over the coming year. They 

even enjoyed being models for Peter at the end of the day ! 
 

London Gallery Trip  

It was a long but worth while day when the Years 12 & 13 artists and 

photographers ventured to London in early December accompanied by Mrs Everson and Mr Abelson to visit various 

London art galleries. On a day that started early and finished late they saw an exhibition by Frank Auerbach at Tate 

Britain, visited the Saatchi Gallery, experienced “never 

been seen before” collection of Irving Penn flower 

photographs, experienced some iconic works at The 

National Gallery and debated hotly over the winners of 

The Taylor Wessing Portrait Prize at The National Portrait 

Gallery. It was agreed that over the course of the day they 

had all seen some amazing work, some of which they 

liked more than others but all agreed that they had been 

wowed by their intense day of capital culture. We returned 

tired but inspired to a very wet Birmingham. 

SIXTH FORM NEWS  

ATTENDANCE BREAKFAST 

At KNGS we expect students to achieve a    

minimum of 95% attendance we are always 

proud of those students whose attendance is 

exemplary. In that spirit we hold a termly  

breakfast to celebrate 100% attendance. 

INTERVIEWS 

We interviewed over 100 year 11 prospective sixth form students 

on Monday 14 December. The calibre of our students was high and 

we were particularly impressed with their mature and focussed  

outlook for their future studies.  All applicants will be advised  

whether they have been successful or not in early January. 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities  

BEING ALERT AND ENSURING SAFETY 

As a school we take our duty of care very seriously and although we recognise that a terrorist attack is a very remote 

possibility, we realise that everyone needs to be clear about how they can keep themselves as safe as possible in 

such an eventuality. 

WHAT WE ARE DOING AS A SCHOOL 

 Staff have already had training and given 3 principles to follow based on police advice : 

- Run out of school, or if this is not possible 

- Hide quietly in the safest place possible 

- Follow instructions of any officer on the scene 

The same message will be given to students in the new year.  

 We, along with all other schools are reviewing our security arrangements 

 On Wednesday 20
th
 January we will be talking to students about emergency procedures in the event of a     

terrorist attack.  

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

 Media stories can instil fear and your daughter may be anxious even if she has not expressed this. Talk to your 
daughter about how to keep herself safe and reassure her.  

 Get the threat into perspective, it is unlikely, but be alert.  If you see anything suspicious, report it, don’t leave it 
to someone else. It does not matter if you are wrong. 

The following numbers may be useful: 

Anti-terrorist confidential hotline: 0800 789321 

Crimestoppers anonymous hotline: 0800 555111 

MATHS PARENT’S PUZZLE    

122 of our students from years 9,10 and 11 have put their names forward to compete in the   

Intermediate UK Mathematics Trust challenge in February next year. Below is an example of 

two of the questions they sampled in class. You can attempt these puzzles for pure pleasure or   

submit your solution to Mr Coglan for a chance to win a prize for your daughter.  

Remember no calculators allowed! 

 

 

CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED SCHOOL ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS 

2017-18 

We have been asked include this in our newsletter by the LA, but please note, there are no changes proposed for 

KNGS. 
 

Visit www.birmingham.gov.uk/2017admissions to view the proposed admission arrangements for all maintained 

schools and Academies within the area of Birmingham City Council, that have instructed the Council to carry out  

consultation on their proposed arrangements for the 2017/2018 academic year. 
 

The consultation will run from 23 November 2015 until 8 January 2016.  


