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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

We are almost at the end of another academic year and it has been one 

which I feel has had a great number of successes for KNGS. The vertical 

tutoring and house system, a bold new venture as we started in September 

has proved a real success enabling all year groups to learn from each 

other’s experiences and adding an excitement around house challenges. Our 

decade of exchanges with Melle in Germany, visits to France, Italy and links 

with Nairobi through the Global Learning Project demonstrate well, the 

continuing international dimensions the school fosters. Closer to home, staff 

have as always gone that extra mile to ensure our students have the 

opportunity to have great experiences beyond their curriculum; thank you for 

supporting them and encouraging them to take part. I know many you will be 

a little tense in the lead up to results days, but you can relax in the 

knowledge that everything has been done to ensure success. 

Towards the back of the newsletter you will find feedback from the years parent questionnaires, they have enabled 

us to reflect on what we do and make changes where necessary. Thank you for your time in completing them, your 

views are important to us.  

I wish you all a great summer break and look forward very much to whatever the new year brings KNGS. 

 

Gill Fox - Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 

 Thursday 18th August - A Level Exam Results Day   

 Thursday 25th August  - GCSE Results Day PLUS Sixth Form Enrolment between 10am - 2pm 

 Monday 5th September - Late Sixth Form Enrolment between 10am - 12pm (make sure you have rescheduled)  

 Wednesday 7th September - School opens for Autumn Term for all students 

 Monday 19th September - Whole School Open Evening for new Year 7 & Year 12 intake Sept 2017,               

5pm - 8pm  

 Tuesday 20th September - Whole School Open Morning, 9am - 11am 

 Monday 26th September - Year 12 Parents as Partners Evening, 6pm - 8pm 

 Thursday 6th October - Year 10 Parents as Partners Evening, 6pm - 8pm 

 Thursday 13th October - Whole School Open Morning, 9am - 11am 

 Thursday 26th October - Year 7 Parents as Partners Evening, 6pm - 8pm 
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TOUR OF TUDOR TIMES 

Year 8 English Trip to Stratford-upon-Avon 

Recently many of our Year 8 pupils had an immersive tour of Tudor times in Stratford-upon-Avon to help gain a 

better understanding of the life 

and times of William Shakespeare. 

The girls were treated to a              

hands-on Shakespeare workshop 

where they re-created the opening 

of The Tempest. The girls were 

also treated to a tour of Stratford 

with William Shakespeare himself 

(or William Fakespeare as he 

prefers to be known).       

A thoroughly good time was had 

by all, many facts were learnt and 

we didn’t lose any pupils to the 

plague!  

EVENTS, TRIPS & CLUBS 

 

SOUTH AREA NETWORK EXHIBITION  

Showcasing Creative Talent at KNGS 

The Art and Photography Department took part in the 

annual South Area Network Exhibition to celebrate the 

work of students from across the region. Despite the 

competing attraction of Euro 2016, the well-attended 

private view took place on Monday 27
th
 June at 

Birmingham City University, School of Art, Margaret St., 

where a fabulous evening was had by all.  

We are extremely proud of all our students whose work 

was on display; it was a showcase of the immense talent 

and breadth of skills that our students have and it is 

wonderful for them to have as big an audience as 

possible for their endeavours. 
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TWYCROSS ZOO CONSERVATION PROGRAMME  

Year 8 Science Trip 

On the 26
th
 May the Science 

Department took 120 excited Year 8 

students to Twycross Zoo. As part of the 

zoo’s conservation programmes the girls 

got to 

choose from 

various talks 

to go to, 

from 

learning 

about the 

poles to animal behaviour; some got to pet chinchillas, 

rats, cockroaches and more! Throughout the day the 

students represented KNGS in an exemplary manner, 

even when one of the Gibbon monkeys escaped and the zoo was put on ‘lock down’. 

From walking with lemurs to hand feeding the Lorikeets, having Butterflies land on them 

or taking pictures for the photography competition, the students had many highlights:  

 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY  

Year 12 Visit & Invitation to Lunch  

Braving a very wet day, five high-aspiring Year 12 students visited Oxford University’s Open day. We managed to fit 

in visits to several faculties and colleges where they heard talks by tutors and were able to talk to current students 

about what it is like to be a student in Oxford. We were also treated to a very welcome lunch at Regents Park        

College when some first year students were able to answer our questions in great detail. It was a very informative 

day and we all agreed that Oxford is a beautiful city even when it is soggy! 

  

“I learnt that you can teach animals to communicate like the Gorilla Koko 

who knows 3000 sign language signs and had a pet!”, “The Elephants 

were my favourite, they were so big, yet majestic & peaceful”, “I like the 

Giraffes when they were dancing/fighting with their long necks”. 
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YEAR 10 VISIT TO BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE  

Geography Controlled Assessment  

Year 10 controlled assessment is off to a swimming start in geography following 

a very successful field trip to Birmingham city centre. Students effectively and 

maturely collected a set 

of results on changing 

land use, after visiting 

three very different and 

interesting parts of     

Birmingham. The girls 

completed a set of  

questionnaires with the 

public, several                        

environmental quality 

surveys and mapped the 

changing land use in the three areas. A great day out was 

had by all and the girls were a credit to the school. 

SALTERS CHEMISTRY FESTIVAL  

Year 8 Students Take Part  

On Friday 22
nd

 April 4 intrepid Year 8 students (Hazel Smith, Jodie 

Carreon, Fatima Kendawi and Janie Bagnall) took part in the Salters 

Chemistry Festival at the 

University of 

Birmingham. With our 

laboratory coats and 

safety spectacles packed, off we went to compete against 12 other 

schools from all over the West Midlands. The girls then had to take 

part in solving problems using chemical tests and practical work in 

one of the universities chemistry labs. After lunch in a 400 seat 

lecture theatre we were treated to some chemical magic 

demonstrations, which Jodie and Hazel both participated in. Whilst 

we did not win the competition, the girls got to take away some 

treats and enjoyed experiencing the university environment and the fun practical work.  

A SWEET TREAT  

Year 10 Business Studies Visit to Cadbury World 

Year 10 Business Studies students visited Cadbury World in June where they were given an 

excellent educational tour around the business. Students revisited topics such as stakeholders, production      

methods and the importance of the brand and were able to see the theory they had learnt in lessons applied to a 

successful company. Students were then able to visit Cadbury’s exhibition and clearly enjoyed themselves and the 

free chocolate! 

 

  I really enjoyed it and it was a 

great experience 

Carmen Hayes in N7 

the visit expanded my knowledge 

of batch and flow production  

techniques and has bought the 

subject to life 

Lauren Redmond in G8 

  
Mrs Gray 
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NATIONAL SPACE CENTRE  

Year 7 Science Trip  

On 9th June, around 120 Year 7 students took part in the annual 

Science Department trip to the National Space Centre, in 

Leicester.  The girls took part in a range of interactive activities 

and learnt about subjects ranging from the first dog in space to 

the formation of black holes.  A stunning computer-generated film 

in the Space Centre's planetarium showed the students how 

astronauts are trained to withstand the physical rigours of space 

travel. The recent return to Earth of Major Tim Peake meant that 

this was an especially topical subject. 

 As always, our students were a credit to the school; our coach 

drivers and the staff at the space centre complimented the girls on 

their enthusiasm and 

excellent behaviour.  The 

students who were unable 

to attend the trip produced 

some fabulous display work 

about the solar system and 

the incredible photographs 

which have been taken by 

the Hubble Space 

Telescope.   

YEAR 10 PRACTICE PHOTOGRAPHY TECHNIQUES  

Photography Trip to Warwickshire  

The Year 10 Photography students had a chance to practice their photography techniques on their recent trip to 

Stratford-upon-Avon and Charlecote Park. The visit to the Butterfly Farm in Stratford provided some excellent            

opportunities to explore the theme of colour, even though some students needed a little time to relax in the presence 

of so many flying insects! The rain held off and they had a chance to explore a busy Stratford town centre followed 

by the more tranquil setting of Charlecote Park where they could take some landscape photographs. The day was 

rounded off by a visit to the best ice cream shop in Warwickshire at Henley-in-Arden for a suitable reward for their 

hard work. 
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LANGUAGE AMBASSADORS VISIT BOURNVILLE JUNIOR SCHOOL  

Year 10 Girls work with Year 4 Students  

On Wednesday 22
nd

 June, 5 of our Year 10 French students (Nora Bennani, Anna    

Bowen, Holly Leach, Clara Sorge and Katie Wallace) visited Year 4 pupils at 

Bournville Junior School.  

The girls worked hard to prepare a set of 

fun and engaging activities on a range of 

topics which the primary children had    

covered throughout the year: numbers, 

birthdays, transports, European countries 

and animals. They lead a carousel of       

10-minute activities, working with groups of 

5 to 7 children.  

Miss Samuels, one of the Year 4 class teachers, congratulated the girls 

on how confident and well prepared they were and added that the girls 

were a real credit to the school. Well done girls and merci.  
Mrs M. Housley 

Mrs O'Connor and Mrs Weatherup 

CAKE SALE & SPONSORED SILENCE  

Amnesty Youth Group  

The group has had a busy term. We decided to raise funds this term to 

support young women who have escaped early forced marriage in Burkino 

Faso and Sierra Leone and also for information campaigns throughout the 

countries to prevent further early forced marriage. The practice has         

recently be banned by law in Burkino Faso but without education it could 

take a long time to stop the practice. Until 18th July the government is           

willing to double any money raised. So, after a very successful cake sale 

raising £65 in one lunch hour, the group set about organizing a sponsored        

silence. On the day of the sponsored silence we were able to show off our 

new T-shirts - awarded as prizes by Amnesty International UK for our     

successful campaign on "Save the Human Rights Act" before Christmas. 

The girls did a fabulous job and have raised £200 so far with some money 

still to come in. We are so proud of the group as they are highly motivated and well organised. Keep up the good work!  

New members always welcome - Friday lunchtime in room 21. Bring your lunch (no hot food).  

FORWARD THINKING PROGRAMME  

Year 8 Students Visit Birmingham University  

On Tuesday 21
st
June 6 Year 8 students, who have been  

selected as participants in the University of Birmingham’s 

Forward Thinking programme, visited the university for the 

first of what will be a series of visits over the next 4 years 

designed to give them an insight into the benefits offered by 

a university education. Alongside other Birmingham Year 8 

students they enjoyed a series of tasks followed by a tour of 

the campus. Joined later by their parents and carers, they 

were treated to an inspirational talk by ‘Action Jackson’.  

Suitably motivated, they are looking forward to the subject 

taster day at the university later this year. 
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WORDS OF PEACE WORKSHOPS  

History & RE Ambassador Request YOUR Help... 

History and RE ambassadors took part in two workshops exploring the hidden histories 

of women's peace movements in Birmingham during WW1. The second workshop 

looked at the theme of peace more widely using dance to interpret responses to war. 

The workshop leaders were hugely impressed with the girls' knowledge, application, and 

willingness to try new things. The next workshop focusses on the Birmingham Peace 

Gardens, exploring the history behind the gardens, and contributing to a 'peace tree'.  

As a result of the workshops, the history ambassadors want to create a display that uses 

our personal and family histories at KNGS to mark Remembrance Day 2016. They are 

inviting pupils or parents, if they wish to, to contribute photos and a small         

description of their or a member of their family's, experiences of war. This may be 

a Grandad or Great Grandad in WW2 or a more recent experience even. Please remember, we are interested 

in women's experiences too and how women's lives were/are affected.  

Please email stories or any questions to cthatcher@kngs.co.uk or hand them into Mrs Thatcher or any of the history 

ambassadors.  

ART COMPETITION - ‘BEING HUMAN’ 

Calling All Students To Enter! 

Do you want your artwork to be shown in an exhibition? Win a chance to exhibit your creativity. All you have to 

do is submit your artwork on the theme of ‘Being Human’ with a short paragraph about your work. 

Bring your submission to Art Room 3. Your entry can be a drawing, painting, collage, photograph, print, a 

piece of ceramics, or sculpture. It must be no bigger than A3 and no smaller than A6. Don’t forget to include 

your name, form, and year group! 

Competition deadline is September 30
th

 so get creative over the summer! 

There will be one winner per year group, good luck! (P.S. There are also praise points available and a mystery prize) 

This competition is organised by KNGS students working towards their Arts Award Silver      

COCOMAD 

KNGS Host Community Arts Project & Take Part in 

Parade  

KNGS were delighted to play a very active role in the local          

community arts and dance festival - CoCoMAD this year. 

We had over 30 girls work with a community artist to create  some 

amazing pieces of artwork and props, all of which were put together 

to create our shopping trolley floats. The floats were part of the          

procession that 

opened the      

festival held in Cotteridge Park. 

KNGS also had a stall at the event which hosted a community arts 

project encouraging people to share and document their personal 

memories of the local area and community. In    

addition we also sold over 140 delicious cupcakes 

made by our very own Year 7 & 8 girls. It was a 

great community event and fun day - a HUGE 

thank you to all of the girls and staff that took part in 

the parade, helped in the stall and who baked the 

cakes!  

mailto:cthatcher@kngs.co.uk
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP  

Since the last newsletter we’ve been working hard on two projects, preparing to meet with the catering staff and    

planning and hosting a talent show at the school fete. 

Our fantastic inclusion ambassadors Israel Beckford-Armstrong and Hannah 

Watkins took the lead in analysing and summarising our Impact Week findings 

and produced a report that is ready to go to the caterers to allow them to review 

their services. Thank you to all students for contributing to the questionnaire and 

to Israel and Hannah for the analysis. 

This year the highlight of the fete will be an event to showcase the many talents 

amongst our student body. Competitors are top secret at the moment, but SLG 

members have taken charge of marketing and promotion (with Erin Harte in   

particular directing our advertising campaign) and with the pragmatics of organising the event. We still need to        

audition the 20+ singing acts who have applied, but we trust that by the time you read this you will have already     

enjoyed the day. 

SLG meets every 3-4 weeks and will be looking for new applications from Year 7 and Year 11 members for the     

coming academic year. 

TIDE GLOBAL LEARNING GROUP  

The group continue their involvement with the EU-funded ‘Young People on 

the Global Stage’ project.  The recent focus of the project has been the              

production of a ‘communique’ that summarises the thoughts and hopes of the 

young people of the countries involved; UK, Spain, Gambia and Kenya. The 

next and final step is to lobby at local, national and international level to share 

this message and continue to raise awareness of the Sustainable                

Development Goals. To prepare for this our group enjoyed some 

lobbying training from Cathryn Gathercole of Tide. We identified 

key players at each level and weighed up different lobbying      

strategies through social media, traditional media and direct     

actions. The girls are now planning two ‘within school’ actions; an 

assembly and workshop on gender equality, hopefully to coincide 

with ‘the world’s biggest lesson’ in September, and a more        

immediate ‘wall of positivity’ to be built in school to remind us of all 

the things about ourselves we can be positive about. The girls 

have been a joy to work with on this project, and I hope we can 

keep the momentum for change running after our official            

involvement with #YPOGS comes to an end.  

HEAD GIRL & DEPUTY HEAD GIRL  

With Year 12 returning at the start of this half term we went straight into our Head Girl recruitment process, a crucial 

part of the year that decides who will represent the student body. The recruitment process is rigorous; a written      

application, 2 speeches to the whole school and staff and a 

panel interview with Ms Fox, Ms Ledwidge and Ms O’Connor. 

Five candidates made it through the first stage, and we would 

like to congratulate them for their impressive efforts; well 

done Leah Collins, Emily Gray, Mollie Green, Ingrid O’Keeffe 

and Lucy Williams for the thought and effort you put into your 

applications.  

We can very proudly announce that the successful            

candidates were Leah Collins who will be Head Girl in 2016-

17, and Emily Gray who will be Deputy Head Girl. We look 

forward to seeing your impacts! 
Mrs O’Connor 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Leah Collins - Head Girl Emily Gray - Deputy Head Girl 
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SUCCESSES 

BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL GAMES 

Athletics & Rounders Success 

Well done to all girls who represented the school in athletics, netball and rounders 

this summer term. The following teams were successful in qualifying for the               

Birmingham Secondary School Games, which took place on Thursday 30th June 

and 7th July;  Year 7/ 8 netball, Year9/10 netball, Year 9/10 rounders and Year 7 

athletics.  

Congratulations to Year 7 who achieved silver medals in athletics on Thursday 

30th June.  

The girls continued to do KNGS proud as they attended the Birmingham School Games on Thursday 7th July with 

Year 9 & 10’s Netball team taking 2
nd

 place, Year 7 & 8’s Netball Team taking 4
th
 place and Year 9 & 10’s rounders 

taking 5
th
 place. 

A massive well done to all the girls who took part - you all did KNGS proud!  

TRUTH ABOUT YOUTH POETRY COMPETITION  

Year 7 Winning Entries  

As part of the recent 2016 Poetry Competition run by the University of   

Birmingham, a number of Year 7 pupils participated and produced their 

own poems. The competition, organised by trainee English teachers from 

the university, asked students to write a poem based on the theme ‘The 

Truth about Youth’. Pupils showed excellent creativity and the quality of 

poems entered in the competition was extremely high.  

I am pleased to announce that the poems written by two Year 7 pupils, 

Mae Busby (N-1) and Eve Connor (N-2), were selected as two of the top 

five entries out of the 150 students who entered across local schools. The 

winners received certificates and Amazon vouchers for their wonderful 

work. This is a fantastic achievement and the English department would 

like to congratulate the girls for their brilliant effort – well done! Miss Ayre  

Year 7  - Won Silver in Athletics Team Representing KNGS on 7th July 
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KNGS GILRS’ REPRESENT BIRMINGHAM CITY NETBALL CLUB 

England Netball - National Finals 

We are very proud of Felicity Ivory, Isabella Ivory, Megan Scott, Jade Channer, Timothea Nash, Gabby Dixon & 

Isobel Ledgister who are all part of the Birmingham City Netball Club - Elite Regional Squad, and were chosen to be 

part of the Under 14 Team to take part in the England Netball (the sports Governing Body) National Finals in 

Redbridge, Essex in May. The team came 14th in the national competition playing against the best netball teams in 

their age group in England. Well done girls! 

‘THE KING & I’ PRODUCTION 

Well Done Leah! 

We are delighted to celebrate the achievement of Year 8 student Leah Haddock in her role 

in the recent production of ‘The King & I’, performed at the Core Theatre in Solihull by the 

Queensbridge Musical Theatre Society. The Production ran between 14th—18th June.  

Well done Leah!  

GUINESS WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT 

We Did It! 

On Friday, 24 June 2016, all of Year 9 took part in a Guinness 

World Record attempt for the ‘World’s Largest Reading        

Lesson in Multiple Venues’.  The record attempt involved 75 

schools from across the country.  The attempt consisted of a 

half an hour reading lessons where pupils had to listen to J K 

Rowling reading the first chapter of ‘Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows’, whilst reading along with the text.  I am very 

happy to say that we were successful and have broken the 

former record of 3,509 participants with over 4000              

people.  This is a fantastic achievement and being part of 

something like this is a once in a lifetime experience and             

something that the girls can be very proud of.   
Mrs Edwards  

SISTERS REPRESENT ENGLAND IN EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Well Done Ashleigh & Kayleigh Avery 

As reported back in May, two of our students as part 

of the Young Gloves  Karate Club took on the best in 

Europe, representing England on 25th June at the 

WKU (World Karate Union) European Championships 

which took place in Frankfurt, Germany. 

This is an incredible achievement, and we are       

extremely proud of  Ashleigh & Kayleigh who were 

successfully selected to represent England following 

many successful competition performances in          

National events over the past 12 months.  

Sensei Justin Thomas 4th Dan commented that the 

team had “performed with immense pride, passion, 

and sportsmanship at all times, truly being a credit to 

both club and country”.  

Well done girls you did yourselves and KNGS proud!  
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SHORTLIST FOR THE ROYAL ACADEMY ‘A LEVEL 

ONLINE’ EXHIBITION 

Congratulations Harvey! 

Congratulations to Sixth Former Harvey Everson (Yr 12) who has made it 

to the shortlist for The Royal Academy ‘A Level Online’ exhibition with his 

image ‘Boy With The Bucket’.  

This prestigious annual exhibition attracts a nationwide entry of well over 

2,000 and the standard is consistently high. The shortlist consists of less 

than 200, so consequently this is no mean achievement for Harvey.  

‘Boy With The Bucket’ is a mixed media piece combining both              

photography and painting so it’s ‘honours even’ for the entire Art           

Department. The exhibition shortlist can be seen at:           

www.twitter.com/KNGSlife/status/743071083021127681 

BRITISH TAMPOLINING & TUMBLING CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Well Done Lucy Attrill! 

We are delighted to share that Lucy Attrill (Year 7) qualified to compete in the 

British Trampolining and Tumbling Championships in Liverpool at the start of  

July. 

This is a national competition in which only the best tumbling and trampolining  

gymnasts qualify to enter. Sixteen girls made it through two national qualifiers 

to compete in the British Championships in Lucy’s category. Lucy performed        

brilliantly winning the silver medal in the 11/12s women’s Tumbling Gymnastics 

Category - a massive well done Lucy!  

UK JUNIOR CHALLENGE 

KNGS Steal The Show! 

On 28 April, 123 of our Year 7 and 8 girls took part in the UKMT 

Junior Challenge, a National mathematical competition. 

They had to answer 25 multiple choice questions which tested their problem-solving skills. Questions later in the   

paper were worth more marks but also marks were lost for questions answered incorrectly! 

Thousands of students took part around the UK and we scooped 54 awards in total, 34 bronze, 16 silver and 4 gold 

as follows: 

Gold Awards: Year 7: Holly Whittall & Kitty Ballard. Year 8: Hannah Pulford & Abby Nolan. 

Silver Awards: Year 7: Gwen Duncan, Grace Oleary, Jennifer Pastranadix, Ellen Attrill, Kate Noble, Shraiya Patel, 

Prathiksha Kumar & Antje-Maren White. Year 8: Sophie Flowers, Louise Poole, Hazel Smith, Isabel Catling, Evie 

Fleming, Kathryn Coopersmith, Zhixin Chen & Georgia Darling. 

Bronze Awards: Year 7: Trinity Donnelly, Lucy Burdett, Mary Glasby, Melissa Sword, Tianna Hull, Alice Goodman, 

Jessica Reeves-Taylor, Sataara Jawad, Madeleine Spray, Madison Palethorpe, Thea Smith, Shannon Cole, Abbie 

Okey, Sianne Parmar, Lucy Attrill, Sophia Wigley, Prity Islam & Olivia Cole. Year 8: Libby Styles, Emily Muat, Jodie 

Carreon, Laura Bell, Neshajin Vijayalingam, Leahrose Parris, Fatima Kendawi, Sophie Williams, Viktoria Nicklin, 

Laura Moore, Freya Nankivell-Dalton, Jessica Bice, Hajeera Khan, Emily Werrett, Annie Dhinsa-Craven & Zainab 

Iqbal. 

In addition Abby Nolan and Holly Whittall both achieved best in year and joint best in school!  

Congratulations from everybody in the Maths Department  



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

2016 has been a fantastic year for the Duke of Edinburgh Award at KNGS! Enjoy reading our final update: 

Buckingham Palace Visit 

We were lucky enough to be invited to Buckingham Palace on the 16th 

May to receive a plaque to recognise our commitment to offering the 

opportunities that the award offers young people across a broad range of 

areas (working with others, learning new skills and taking on a physical 

challenge to name a few). Our plaque was presented to Ms Fox and Mr 

Willis by two time Michelin starred chef and TV presenter Marcus 

Wareing. We witnessed the presentation of gold awards being presented 

to young people from our region and what really struck a chord was what 

a positive impact the award had been on all of their lives. 

2016 Expeditions & Awards  

This years cohort have just finished their final assessment 

weekend in a very wet a windy Cannock Chase. The entire group 

passed their assessments with comments from the assessor 

such as, “this is one of the nicest groups I’ve ever had to pleasure 

of working with” and “it is always a pleasure to work with KNGS”.  

There have been many highlights across this expedition year, not 

least the evening campfires, frisby games, dance routines, hide 

and seek and much more.  

Activities that have been undertaken as part of the awards 

volunteering section included helping in charity shops, working 

with the elderly, supporting play groups and coaching children at 

a gymnastics club. 

Physical activities undertaken were equally as wide ranging 

including ballet, fitness, trampolining, rock climbing and 

swimming. The final element prior to the expedition was skills 

based with our girls showing a wide range of skills including 

learning to play an instrument, horse riding, photography, maths 

skills and dance workshops. 

All our girls have completed all four sections of their awards and 

have been submitted to the DofE charity for approval. This will be 

the second year with a 100% completion rate - well done girls! 

A Message of Thanks  

It goes without saying that this years awards would not have 

been possible without the hard work and commitment of KNGS 

staff providing the opportunities for students to take part - I would 

like to personally extend my thanks to the following members of 

staff who helped me to run the expeditions as well as any other 

staff who helped support the girls through clubs or activities for the 

three sections prior to the expedition. 

Expedition staff:  Mrs Caswell, Ms Bridgett, Mr Goddard, Mr 

Bacon, Mr White, Mr Steele, Mr Piotrowski and Mr Abelson. 

Year 9 have now applied and been given places ready for next 

year - and I look forward to another successful cohort next year. 

Have a restful and relaxing summer break.              Mr Willis 
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INTRODUCING OUR TWO NEW HEADS OF HOUSE  

Keller House & Sharman House  

We would like to introduce you to our two new Heads of House for Keller and Sharman:  

HOUSE NEWS 

THE GAUNTLET GAMES 

A massive well done to all of the girls who were involved in the Inter-

House Gauntlet Challenges this half term. As always the challenges 

proved very popular drawing quite a crowd of house supporters every 

Friday lunchtime. This terms challenges included: Egg & Spoon race, a 

Bake Off, Lip Sync Battle and a Blanket Challenge!  

 

 

Hello everyone. My name is Ms Bi and I am extremely pleased to be chosen as the new 

Head of Keller House. I have met many committed and capable students, parents and staff 

since I joining Kings Norton Girls’ School and I am proud to be part of the team. I share a 

common vision of having all students reach their potential and leave Kings Norton Girls’ 

School as confident individuals. I am thoroughly enjoying being part of the community at 

Kings Norton Girls’ School and am very excited for what the future 

holds.  

Hi everybody, I am delighted to be able to commence the new academic year as Head of 

Sharman House. Having already been a Sharman Form Tutor I am excited to begin working 

with a larger range of wonderful students, staff and parents to ensure we can all succeed. I 

believe that by working together with a consistent positive attitude all students will thoroughly 

enjoy their time at Kings Norton Girls’ School and achieve their true potential. I hope that you 

all feel part of both the Sharman and Kings Norton Girls’ community and I’m looking forward 

to working with you next year. Have a fantastic summer! - Miss Wattison 

Blanket Challenge 

Winners: Sharman House 

Egg & Spoon Race Challenge 

Winners: Sharman House 

Bake Off Challenge 

Winners: Sharman House Lip Sync Challenge - Winners: Goodall House 

NEW ROLE FOR MS WOODWARD  

We are delighted to announce that Ms Woodward has been promoted to Assistant Headteacher - 

SENCO with affect from September 2016. We would like to wish Ms Woodward the very best in 

her new role and thank her for all the time and the commitment that she has put into her role as 

Head of Keller House over the last year.  
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NEWMAN UNIVERSITY  

As part of our support for students applying to Higher Education we asked Newman University to come in to kick off 

our UCAS process. On Wednesday 15
th
 June students were offered lots of advice from our guest speaker who was 

able to highlight the benefits of going to university and the variety of courses on offer, giving the students plenty to 

think about.  

SIXTH FORM NEWS 

HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR NEC 

On Monday 27
th
 June, our Year 13 students visited the NEC to attend the Higher Education Fair. It was a valuable 

experience for our students as it provided them with an insight into the University courses on offer. There was     

substantial information about Apprenticeships for our students to learn about other Post 18 options.  Students were 

able to gain important information about courses, entry requirements, fees and student accommodation. Well done 

to our students who behaved responsibly and maturely when asking questions about their future!  

LEAVERS’ BALL  

This year the Year 13 Leavers’ Ball took place at the ICC. Students from Kings Norton Girls’ and Boys’ Schools 

joined together to celebrate the end of A Levels. The evening was great fun with everyone dressed in their finery,  

including staff. A massive thank you to the Head Girl and Boy teams who organised the event and made sure that 

our students has a well-deserved send off.  

SIXTH FORM ENROLMENT 

This year students can enrol at Kings Norton Girls’ Sixth Form on 25
th

 August between 10am and 2pm.  For those 

who have had to reschedule enrolment there will be an additional opportunity on Monday 5th September between 

10am - 12noon. 

A2B SCHEME - UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM  

The A2B scheme is offered exclusively from the University of Birmingham 

giving students an opportunity to apply, and be accepted on reduced 

grades, given that they fit the criteria. During the informative talk given by 

a speaker from the University on Tuesday 21
st
 June, our students were 

informed of the benefits of applying to this scheme and what they would 

need to do in order to complete the scheme and be eligible for it.  

TRANSITION WEEK  

Prospective Year 12 students were invited to come in for two 

days on the 4
th
 and 5

th
 of July to have the opportunity to have a 

sixth form experience, culminating in a visit to Drayton Manor 

Park. Students were able to have taster sessions A Level 

courses, meet Year 13 students, participate in a Study Skills 

Session and meet with Lloyds Bank personnel who will be    

offering all Year 12 students mentoring from September 2016. 

All students enrolling into our Sixth Form will have a busy     

summer ahead with subject homework being set to help assist 

students making the transition from GCSE to A Level.  

RESULTS DAY  

This year A Level results day will be on Thursday 18
th

 August. A2 Results can be collected from 8.30am – 

10.00am and AS Results can be collected from 10.00am -11.30am. Students are to collect their results from the 

Common Room. We offer students a results service on this day to support them with university and examination 

queries.  
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PARENT FEEDBACK - YOU SAID, WE DID... 

RESPONSES TO PARENTS EVENING QUESTIONARIES’ 

Over the past two years we have given all parents the opportunity to respond to the same series of questions       

including questions relating specifically to  a particular year group or school development. Your responses have 

been valuable and have helped shape our future plans and actions. Next year questionaries’ will have students 

names on them so that all concerns can be addressed and acted on quickly.   

From these questionnaires we are delighted that: 

HOME WORK 

In a couple of year groups your confidence in the appropriateness of homework had fallen. We have begun a series 

of homework reviews to fully assess the value of homework, its appropriateness and the frequency of which it is set. 

The outcomes and actions from these will be shared with teaching staff and we hope that in the coming academic 

year you will see an improvement.  

 

CONCERNS ARE RESPONDED TO WELL  

Last year in response to a concern over communication we introduced a communication chart. This can be found on 

the school website under ‘Policies’.  Thank you for using this, we hope you have found this useful and noticed a 

change in the speed and appropriateness of communication.  

 

KS3 ASSESSMENT SYSTEM  

Thank you for your positive feedback on the new KS3 assessment system.  Information on the new assessment  

system is on the website under ‘Curriculum - Overview - Assessment’. If you would like further information please do 

contact Mrs Raggett who will be happy to explain further.  

 

CAREERS ADVICE AND GUIDANCE 

94% of Year 9 parents felt that the careers advice and guidance that had been received was helpful.  

The careers section on our website provides links to online careers resources which parents as well as students can 

access.  

 

Overall there is a real satisfaction from parent questionnaires, although we have noticed a dip in Year 9. Because we 

want to find out more specifically why this is the case we taking the opportunity to survey these parents again in    

October at the Year 10 Parents as Partners evening where we will try and assess more specific concerns to support 

our actions. 

 

LLOYDS BANK PARTNERSHIP 

We are delighted  to share with you that Lloyds Bank who have been looking to partner with a school for two years, 

have chosen to work with KNGS through the Business in the Community ’Business Class’ Programme on a range of 

exciting projects over the next three years. One of these projects is to support our careers advice and   guidance. 

The programme of support will develop over the coming months and will include visits to school to talk about careers 

and apprenticeships and also provide 1:1 and small group mentoring with our Sixth Form students to name but a 

few. 

Over 97% of parents across all year groups agree or   

strongly agree that: 

 Their daughter makes good progress 

 Girls are well behaved 

 Bullying is dealt with well 

 The school is well led and managed 

 Concerns are responded to well  

 And information on progress is valuable 

 Over 97% of all students across all years are 

happy at school 

 At least 99% of students in all year groups 

feel safe at school 

 At least 99% of students in all year groups 

feel they are well looked after, this has     

improved from last year  
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION  

PARENTPAY 

Changes to Cash Payments  

From September we will officially stop taking cash payments for trips, music tuition, revision guides etc. This 

means ParentPay will be the only method of payment. 

In the unusual event that parents/carers are unable to use ParentPay, please send your child to the finance           

department to collect a barcoded letter.  The bar code will be trip specific and parents/carers will be able to visit one 

of a multitude of PayPoints in the area with the bar code and their payment. This will update ParentPay                  

automatically. Please note there are 5 PayPoint shops within half a mile of the school and if you wish to log onto the 

PayPoint web site and enter your postcode, you will be given the nearest 5 shops to your own home. 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Finance Department. 

HEALTH & WELLBEING  

New Resources on KNGS Website 

We wanted to share with you that the Health & Wellbeing     

section of the KNGS website is now up and running.  

It’s a great resource aimed at supporting students in achieving 

good emotional health, and offers a wide range of support   

options/links to websites full of information and advice. 

Any parents/carers who are concerned about their child can 

also access the pages on the website (found under the ‘School 

Life’ section), as well as contacting their child’s Tutor, Head of 

House, Miss Macaulay (Inclusion Manager) or Mr Gunn 

(Deputy Head). 

SCHOOL FUND  

Thank You! 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all parents who contributed to 

School Fund during this academic year. All money collected is used for 

the benefit of our students and as previously reported, we have been 

able to purchase several outdoor 

benches and new canopies this 

year as a result of your          

donations.  

We hope that you will continue your generous donations each year; from 

September onwards parents will be able to contribute via ParentPay for 

2016/17. 

CALLING ALL KNGS ALUMNI... 

Sign Up To Our Alumni Network  

KNGS is working with the charity Future First to help us get back in touch with our former students and we’d love you 

to get involved!  Sign up to our Alumni Network and you will be kept up to date with KNGS news as well as find out 

about the ways you can support the girls now sat in your old seat!  

Sign up by logging onto: https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/student/kingsnortongirls 


