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Dear Parent/Carer 

The year got off to an excellent start and I am obviously very proud and delighted by 

our record breaking results. Details of core subjects can be found with pictures inside, 

however, other subjects also deserve a special mention where A*-C were over 90%, 

these are science, art, photography, history, drama, Spanish and music. English 

Literature entered the whole of Year 11 where the majority of schools select for this 

exam, so it is especially pleasing that 97% of students gained an A*-C. I am sure you 

would like to join me in congratulating everyone involved in producing these stunning 

results. Our A-Levels were also very pleasing with 23% gaining the highest grades   

A*-A. I am particularly pleased this year to see the balance in success across arts, 

sciences, humanities and the core subjects, a breadth which I believe is essential to 

becoming a truly rounded person.  

KNGS also continues to offer a very rich extra curricular programme for our students. In the 5 weeks so far of this 

term we have crammed in our German Exchange Student visit, Year 8 Trip to Boulogne, RSC evening for Year 11, 

drugs and healthy lifestyles presentations for Years 7 - 10, Year 12 and Year 10 Parents as Partners evenings as 

well as a MFL Pathways to Languages evening. The Open Evening event on 19th September saw record visitors 

and there were huge numbers of contributions from students, all enthusing about their experiences at KNGS.  

I hope that you enjoy reading about these and catching up on some of our other news in this edition. 

Gill Fox - Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 

 Monday 24th to Friday 28th October - Autumn Half Term  

 Thursday 10th November - Year 11 Parents Evening, 3.30pm - 6pm 

 Wednesday 16th November - Meet the Sixth Form Event & Careers Fair, 4pm - 6.30pm 

 Wednesday 23rd November - Whole School Open Morning, 9am - 11am 

 Thursday 24th November - GCSE Certificate Presentation, 9am - 11am LATE START FOR STUDENTS, 

11am ARRIVAL 

 Thursday 24th November - 6th Form Parents Evening, 4pm - 6pm 

 Wednesday 30th November - Staff Training Day - SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL STUDENTS 

 Monday 5th - Friday 9th December - Year 11 Mock Exams 

 Friday 16th December - last day of term, EARLY CLOSURE FOR ALL STUDENTS, 12.20pm FINISH  

 Friday 16th December - A-Level Certificate Presentation, 1pm - 2.30pm 

Governor Vacancies - An Opportunity to Make a Significant Contribution 

Our Governing Body is a very committed group who support the school in it’s strategic direction and for whom       

student experiences and outcomes are at the heart of what we do. 

We have governor vacancies for people involved either in the local community or in business. If you would like to  

apply, or know someone who may be interested, please check out the details on the website which tell you more 

about the Governing Body and how to apply.  

Applications are open now and until Monday November 14th. 
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EVENTS, TRIPS & CLUBS 

 

MUSIC TOUR TO BELGIUM 

KNGS & KNBS Musical Talent 

Showcased  

Between 2
nd

 – 6
th
 July students from the 

Girls’ School and the Boys’ School set off 

on a week-long tour of Belgium. It was the 

culmination of weeks of rehearsal, planning 

and preparation with everyone involved 

looking forward to it. The choir, orchestra 

and a variety of smaller ensembles 

performed four concerts in historic town 

squares at Ypres, De Panne and Kortrijk.  

Our fourth concert took part in 

Bobbejaaland Theme Park, with staff and 

students enjoying the rides later!                                                                              

The trip was not just musical as there was a good mix of culture and 

history thrown in too. Some of the many highlights were visits to the 

WWI sites of Tyne Cot cemetery and Sanctuary Wood and witnessing 

the last post performed at the Menin Gate in Ypres. We also had the 

chance to see the Grenadier Guards practising for Changing the 

Guard in their barracks just outside Buckingham Palace on the way to 

the Eurotunnel.  

All in all it was a fantastic trip and a wonderful opportunity for students 

at both schools who as a result have formed many new and lasting 

friendships and memories. We hope to repeat the experience soon!   
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PIONEER TRIP  

Year 8 Residential  

We set off to the Pioneer Centre in Shropshire on 18
th
 July with great 

enthusiasm. The girls were very excited about the trip and looking forward to 

residing with their friends for the next two days. On arrival, we were met by 

the Pioneer Team with smiles. They showed the girls their rooms and they 

unpacked. We all took part in many activities that demonstrated how much 

resilience and grit the students encompass. Year 8’s learnt a whole range of 

new skills, and many girls challenged themselves and faced their fears - 

building rafts and climbing heights with great confidence. On behalf of the 

teachers from KNGS… “we are very proud of you all!”                                               

 

 

AIM HIGHER CLUB VISIT THE THEATRE  

‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ 

As part of our English Aim Higher club on Thursday 22
nd

      

September, Year 11 attended an amazing, new               

performance of Oscar Wilde’s ‘The Importance of Being 

Earnest’ at the Birmingham Reparatory Theatre. 

With Wilde’s clever use plots and sub-plots, mistaken    

identities, biting wit, sharp satire and lost handbags, what 

wasn’t there for Year 11 to love! 

 

 

Ms Bi - Head of Keller House  

What the girls said during the interval: 

‘I really liked the fusion of modern and traditional costumes. I thought it conveyed some of Wilde’s social    

comments really well.’ 

‘Lady Bracknell was my favourite character – I liked how Wilde uses her to satirise the Victorian upper class.’ 

‘The stage was covered with mirrors which were a bit disorientating at first. Their symbolism was really telling.’ 

‘It surprised me that we understood the humour! I thought I wouldn’t understand the jokes, but we definitely 

laughed in all of the right places!’ 

‘Cecily and Gwendolen’s scene in the rose garden made me laugh the most as they indirectly insulted each 

other and the symbolism of the hanging flowers was really effective.’ 

‘A marvellous evening was had by all and we even all remembered to pick up our handbags at the end of the  

evening!’ 

The pioneer trip was fun and exciting which helped me and other 

people conquer their fears and to push themselves a bit further as 

well as enjoying ourselves and having a good time.  

 

Mia Edwards - Year 9  
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YEAR 10 RESIDENTIAL  

PGL Trip to Osmington Bay 

Year 10’s were raring to go early on the morning of 8th July 

as we set out on the PGL Trip to Osmington Bay, Devon. 

After a long journey and a stop off to freshen up we arrived 

and were met by the PGL team who were amazing! Girls 

were shown to their rooms and if there was anything    

missing; they sorted them out pronto. We went to have 

some food and then we were set an activity for the 

evening - we built rafts on the shore and Mr Rohman 

and Mr Brace made sure everyone got wet!  

We had an amazing time throughout the trip and girls 

took part in activities that prompted them to think      

outside the box. They prevailed with excellence each 

time. My highlight has to be the fashion show! On behalf 

of the teachers from KNGS… “Well done Year 10 - you 

were all amazing!”    

GERMAN & HISTORY EXCHANGE  

Gymnasium Melle Visit KNGS 

A group of fourteen German students and 2 staff 

arrived at KNGS on 21st September. They 

attended lesson with their KNGS partners on 

Thursday and Friday that week, followed by a 

game of rounders in the sunshine.  

Over the weekend, the KNGS partners organised 

lots of interesting activities to share with their 

German partners - bowling, shopping, Windsor 

Castle, a trip to Brighton, to name but a few.  

On Monday we had a wet but enjoyable trip 

to Stratford-upon-Avon where we visited 

Shakespeare's Birthplace Museum and took 

part in some Shakespearean drama! On 

Tuesday 27th September we then waved 

goodbye to the German students as they set 

off home.  

Many thanks to our KNGS girls for 

organising themselves so well and also to 

the KNGS parents who worked so hard to 

make this part of the exchange a success. 

The KNGS group will be visiting Melle 

in Lower Saxony at the end of February. 

 

Mrs Weatherup and Miss Magne 

Ms Bi - Head of Keller House  
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SIXTH FORM BIOLOGY FIELD TRIP  

Year 12 Study Ecology in Devon  

On 18
th
 July Miss Crewe, Mrs Caswell and Miss Rickard took ten Year 

12 students to Slapton Leys Field Course Centre in Devon. The aim of 

the visit was to support the work that the students had done on ecology 

at school and to give them a hands on experience of conducting 

biological experiments in a different environment.  

We left KNGS early on Monday morning and by 2pm we were on 

Slapton beach studying succession on the coast. All of the activities 

counted towards the students getting a practical endorsement for their 

A-Level Biology. On Tuesday we visited East Prawle where we studied 

the distribution of organisms on the rocky shore line, we saw all 

manner of organisms living there and could see at first-hand how they 

were adapted to survive in different conditions. The data we collected 

and our observations contributed to larger experiments that the field 

course centre are conducting. Wednesday was our last day enjoying 

the glorious sunshine by the sea before returning to KNGS. We spent 

the morning studying the invertebrate life in the freshwater Ley. All of 

the data we collected throughout the three days was 

subjected to statistical tests to allow students to increase 

their data-handling skills and draw conclusions based on 

their own observations and their own data.  

The trip was excellent fun, beneficial and enjoyable. The 

students who attended would have liked to have stayed 

longer and completed more field work, whilst there their 

confidence in speaking about Biology and their work 

improved, students who had been quiet were gaining 

confidence and  it allowed them to think of what life will be 

like when they attend university.  

The Biology field trip will be open to students studying        

A-Level Biology in the first instance but is suitable for 

students studying any subject to which they need to apply 

statistical testing. We shall be returning to Slapton Ley in 2017 and are looking forward to taking the next cohort 

already.  

READING FOR PLEASURE  

Year 7 Enjoy Their Favourite Books  

To encourage pupils to read all our Year 7 pupils spent an hour 

reading for pleasure in July. They were told to bring in their  

favourite book and they even could bring a small teddy or  

cushion. Their buddies from primary school were invited to do 

the same. All  

pupils were totally 

immersed in their 

stories and really 

enjoyed the session.  

Research has shown that pupils who read for pleasure on a regular 

basis will develop their literacy skills as well as their imagination. 

M. Magné  
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HEALTHY CHOICES, HEALTHY LIFESTYLE  

Thought Provoking Presentation to Years 7 - 10 

The morning of Wednesday 21st September saw Years 7, 8, 9 and 10   

starting their day with music! We welcomed Kay Kumar to come and       

perform some of his music, alongside a talk on healthy lifestyles and drug 

awareness which contributed to our provision of PSHE at KNGS.  

The morning was a useful opportunity for some to hear about drugs    

awareness for the first time, and for others a reminder of the importance of making healthy choices. All students 

heard about how choosing to try drugs, smoking and alcohol can have huge detriments to their life and health,       

including addiction, health repercussions and wider impact on their safety, reputation and work life. Kay interacted 

with the girls and asked them lots of questions, bringing stories of celebrities and others who had suffered due to 

drugs and alcohol. He highlighted how those around us can suffer too. Our students as always were a delightful        

audience and showed a lot of knowledge and understanding of the dangers about taking such substances; they also 

showed off some great dance moves! Mrs Bathe 

DO THE MATHS TO SAVE THE BEES TO FEED THE WORLD! 

Year 12 Welcome Guest Speaker from Warwick University 

On 14
th
 July, our Year 12 mathematicians welcomed a guest speaker, Dr Martine Barons, of the Department of         

Statistics at the University of Warwick. Together with some Year 10 students who are considering maths A-Level, 

they had their horizons broadened into the uses of              

mathematics in researching the factors impacting on crop        

production (and hence, affecting food prices and poverty).  

Being introduced to Bayesian Networks, the students had a 

go at producing their own networks to show influences on 

insect pollinator abundance (and therefore on food supply), 

before having a glimpse at a rather more daunting example 

from Dr Barons’ research! As Dr Barons also shared about 

eliciting subjective probabilities from experts to feed into her         

statistical modelling, the pupils saw something of her life as 

a mathematician. We were informed how some of the skills 

and understanding developed in maths A-Level are the ‘life 

blood’ of such practical statistical research. Year 10’s and 12’s alike were intrigued by the taste of maths beyond 

Sixth Form!  

WHAT LIES BENEATH... 

Year 7 Science Club 

July is a busy time for ecologists, and in the first assignment for the 

new Science Ambassadors we studied the life that was found in our 

ponds with the Year 7 science club. Sixteen Year 7 students arrived 

on a sunny July afternoon in Sc5 where Miss Crewe and Mrs 

Caswell were waiting to take them out to the ponds and wildlife    

gardens. The ponds were created in 1996 and have been a haven 

for wildlife ever since. The girls were assisted by our wonderful new 

ambassadors as they took nets and scooped out insects and plants 

to examine in the lab. The girls were extremely curious and found all manner of life in our ponds.  

Whilst collecting their organisms the girls were asked to evaluate the health of our pond by looking at the levels of 

pollution that the organisms we found can adapt to. Over the course of the year Miss Crewe hopes to recruit a small 

task force to take care of the ponds and try to increase the biodiversity within the wildlife area. If your daughter is 

interested in being part of the team then she can either speak to Miss Crewe or her Science teacher.  

Science clubs run throughout the year and all Year 7’s are welcome to apply to attend. 
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The student leadership group have returned for the academic year with as much as 

enthusiasm as ever.  

This half term we have had an IMPACT week that celebrated our diversity in the 

school. The group are currently working on making a celebratory mosaic board and 

compiling information to teach students about all the different 

cultures that exist at KNGS!  

The group have also started their annual recruitment drive 

and are looking for students (Year 7, 8, 9, & 11) to join and 

help make a difference to school life.  

In this academic year we are also continuing our Student     

Leadership Accreditation Scheme whereby your daughter can gain a certificate from the Specialist Schools and 

Academies Trust if she can demonstrate key leadership skills and collate evidence for these. If she is a subject     

ambassador, prefect, does the Duke of Edinburgh award or takes part in coaching/leading any groups outside of 

school and is interested in this, please direct her to Miss Davies.  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

SUCCESSES 

OUTSTANDING RESULTS  

KNGS Celebrate Another Year of Success  

We were delighted to celebrate another year of            

outstanding success in our A-Level and GCSE results, 

marking a year of excellent academic and personal 

achievements for students at the school.  

Our GCSE results saw an outstanding 86% achieving 

A*-C, 37% achieving A*-A and 82% of girls achieving 

A*-C in English & maths. 

Following record breaking A-Level results last year, 2016 

saw a new all-time high in the overall pass rate and an  

increasingly upward trend in the highest grades A*-A, 

with 23.2% being at these grades, along with a 99.6% 

completion rate. 

Congratulations to all our students who received 

their examination results. Your hard work to gain 

success really did pay off!  
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MUSICAL SUCCESS  

KNGS Students Audition for Music Ensembles 

A number of KNGS Students successfully auditioned for the Birmingham Music Ensembles resulting in:  

Betty Thompson, Jessica Bice, Kate Noble, Katie Bayliss, Mollie Macpherson, Mary Glasby, Lydia Imrie, Millie Fisher 

and Jessica Bann being selected for the Birmingham Schools Concert Band. 

Charlotte Bice, Lucy Wilkes and Adele Savage being selected for the Birmingham Schools Concert Orchestra. 

Amália Schnier and Jessica Bann being selected for the Birmingham Schools Concert Brass Band. 

Isabel Catling, Antje White and Beth Iley being selected for Birmingham Schools String Sinfonietta. 

Clara Sorge being selected for the Birmingham Schools Symphony Orchestra.  

Scarlett Rae being selected for the Birmingham Schools training Wind Orchestra. 

Jessica Davies being selected for  Birmingham Schools Chamber Orchestra. 

Huge congratulations to all the girls on their achievement - well done! 

PRESTIGIOUS AWARD SUCCESS 

British Council International School Award  

Kings Norton Girls’ School has been awarded the British Council’s prestigious  

International School Award in recognition of its work to bring the world into the 

classroom. The International School Award is a badge of honour for schools that 

do outstanding work in international education, such as through links with partner 

schools overseas. Fostering an international dimension in the curriculum is at the 

heart of the British Council’s work with schools, so that young people gain the 

cultural understanding and skills they need to live. 

John Rolfe, from the British Council, said: ‘The school’s fantastic international 

work has rightfully earned it this prestigious award. The International School Award is a great chance for schools to 

demonstrate the important work they’re doing to bring the world into their classrooms. Adding an international      

dimension to children’s education ensures that they are truly global citizens and helps prepare them for successful 

future careers in an increasingly global economy.’  

CELEBRATION OF SUCCESS 

Annual Awards Ceremony 

On Tuesday, 12
th
 July we had our Annual KNGS Award 

Ceremony. It was          

encouraging to see so 

many parents attend and 

a delight to hear many        

positive comments on the 

ambience of the         

occasion. There was  

indeed a tangible atmosphere of celebration; thankfully at KNGS that is relatively 

easy to achieve as we have so much to celebrate.  

Thank you to Malika Saidova (Yr10), Jessica Bann (Yr7) and Emily Sandford 

(Yr10) who gave such polished performances on the Piano, Poetry & Singing                  

respectively. Thank you also for the encouraging words given by our Chair of 

Governors; Mr David Green.  

With almost 150 awards presented a very big well done for each recipient; we 

know that these accolades are achieved through hard work and determination.   

Welcome  

to the  

Annual Awards  

Ceremony 
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SUMMER FUN & GAMES  

Sports Day & School Fete  

Friday July 15th proved to be a busy and fun day at KNGS with the 

Whole School Sports Day being held in the morning, where the girls   

competed against each other representing their Houses across a range 

of sporting activity. Staff also represented their Houses competing in the 

50m and 100m relay races, topped off with the Heads of House           

showcasing their sporting prowess in the Head of House race!  

A massive well done to all who took part, students and staff and congratulations to Keller House on winning the 

Sports Day trophy! 

This was followed in the afternoon by 

the School Fete, which was officially 

opened by past Sixth Form Drama  

Student - Mitch Miller. Mitch who made 

it through to judge Rita Ora’s Team on 

series 4 of ‘The Voice’ showcased his 

talent performing for the girls. In        

addition Mitch also judged the Fete 

Talent Show along side 2020              

Paralympic hopeful Alumnus Ashleigh 

Jones.  Despite the bad weather the girls raised £800 profit from their stall ideas, the proceeds of which go into the 

School Fund. Well done to all involved!  

SOUTH AREA NETWORK MATHS CHALLENGE 

Year 9 Represent KNGS  

KNGS were enthusiastically represented at the South Area Network Year 9 Team 

Maths Challenge in July, with six girls tackling rounds including a cross-number and 

group problems. Despite not making the top three teams in the competition, they 

shone at the business style construction problem, making creative use of truncated 

tetrahedra to build a high tower which could support an egg – all on a tight ‘budget’!  

MEMORY WALK  

KNGS Students Raise Money for Alzheimer’s  

On Sunday 11th September Miss Rickard and a group of 

KNGS Students took part in the Memory Walk in Canon 

Hill Park to raise 

awareness and 

money for the             

Alzheimer’s      

Society.  

 

Well done to            

everybody who 

took part and an 

even bigger well 

done for raising 

over £1500!! 

KINGS NORTON NETBALL LEAGUE  

KNGS Shine!  

During the week commencing the 26th September 

KNGS played three games in the Kings Norton Netball 

League with outstanding results - well done girls -   

super proud!!  

Seniors:  

KNGS 17 v King Edward Five Ways 5 

 

Year 9: 

KNGS 15 v Queensbridge 12 

KNGS 14 v King Edward Five Ways 13 

 

Year 8: 

KNGS 18 v Colmers 2 
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VALERIE EVANS SCIENCE AWARD 

KNGS Student Receives Award  

During the academic year 2015-16 the Science 

department at KNGS has been working with 

Birmingham Soroptimists. The Soroptimists are a 

group which are dedicated to ensuring all women 

reach their potential. The Valerie Evans Science 

Award was this year awarded to Lucy Clarke 

(K3) for her passionate essay about Rita-Levi 

Montalcini, an Italian scientist who worked on Nerve 

Factors and won the Nobel Prize for Science. 

Lucy’s prize was the Valerie Evans Rose Bowl 

trophy which was awarded to Soroptimist Valerie 

Evans before her death. Valerie Evans was 

enthusiastic about encouraging women to have a full and varied science education. The Rose Bowl trophy will be 

kept in the Schools trophy cabinet, each entrant received a certificate and gift voucher with the aim of them using the 

voucher to further their studies in science. The runners up were Rebecca Lane, Charlotte Bice and Emily Cornford.  

On 4
th
 October, the Prize winners Lucy Clarke, Emily 

Cornford, Charlotte Bice and Rebecca Lane were invited 

to a meeting of Birmingham Soroptimists. The girls, their 

families and Miss Crewe were welcomed by the members 

to their meeting at Queen Alexandra College in Harborne. 

The girls took centre stage at the meeting for about 30 

minutes, during which time they were asked to speak 

about their entry into the Valerie Evans Rose Bowl and 

received questions from the audience of members who 

were very supportive of the girls and interested to hear 

about the scientists chosen and the influence that the 

project has had on their interest in science. The girls were 

applauded loudly by the audience and left the meeting 

feeling rightfully very proud of themselves.  

 

The competition will run again this year for Year 10 girls to enter. Look out for more details in future newsletters.  

HAZARDS  

Year 8 Geography  

Year 8 Geography students are making 

excellent progress in their hazards      

module. They have shown real effort in 

lesson and out. They particularly 

showed a great mind-set and creativity 

with their recent homework on hazard 

management. Students were given a 

choice of homework that suited their 

learning style on earthquake proof 

buildings. We had some excellent    

essays, imaginative magazine articles, 

original leaflets and inventive 3D   

structures. Here are some outstanding 

examples of their efforts.  

Ms Taylor  
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STAFF SUCCESSES 

Well Done Mr Abelson! 

Congratulations to Mr Abelson whose photograph (right) has been       

accepted for the Royal Photographic Society’s 159
th
 International Print 

Competition. The final selection consists of 100 images selected from an 

initial entry of 5,496.  

The exhibition launches in London on 12
th
 October and then tours the UK 

until August 2017. 

Miss Stone Represents GB! 

Congratulations to Miss Stone for being selected for the Great Britain 

Women’s American Football team.  

On the 17th of September Great Britain (ranked 2nd in Europe) played 

Spain (ranked 5th in Europe) in a friendly held at Worcester’s Sixways 

stadium. After a wonderful display from both teams, the Great Britain  

lionesses were victorious with a 33-0 win over Spain.  

Photo Credit: Kyle Hemsley 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING  

Staff Raise Money 

Staff took part in the Macmillan Coffee on     

Thursday 29th September - lots of cake was 

baked, bought and eaten raising over £200.  

The money raised will go towards sponsoring 

Miss Prentice - Head of Nightingale House 

who is running the Birmingham Half Marathon on      

Sunday 16th October to raise further money for    

Macmillan - good luck Miss Prentice!   
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OPEN EVENING  

Our open evening this year took place on Monday 19 September and for the first time in a number of years, it did not 

rain! Thank you to all those parents and students who attended – we hope you found it an informative experience 

and were able to gain valuable information from staff and students alike.  

If you were unable to join us at this event there are further opportunities to come and visit us and see for yourselves 

why Kings Norton Sixth Form is the place to study A-Levels! 

Open Morning - Thursday 13th October, 2016, 9.00am – 11.00am 

Meet the Sixth Form & Careers Fair - Wednesday 16th November, 2016, 3.30pm – 6.30pm 

Open Morning - Wednesday 23rd November, 2016, 9.00am - 11.00am 

Open Morning - Monday 26th & Tuesday 27th June, 2017 9.00am - 11.00am 

SIXTH FORM NEWS 

APPLICATIONS FOR SIXTH FORM  

The application process to join us in September 2017 is now open. Application forms and 

further details are available on our website. For the third year running, we will be          

welcoming applications from girls and boys. If you have a daughter or son in Year 11 

thinking about A- Levels next year, then Kings Norton Sixth Form should be on your list of 

Sixth Forms to consider. With strong pastoral support, fantastic teaching and excellent   

results there really is only one choice!  

Deadline for Internal Applications is 18th November, 2016.  

Deadline for External Applications is 27th January, 2017. 

VERTICAL TUTORING - ONE YEAR ON… 

Just over a year ago, we started making the move to go vertical and it goes without saying that there was some    

apprehension surrounding it. Students, parents and staff waited with baited breath. We all know that the horizontal 

system must work well – why else would it be used in schools across the country? If it ain’t broke…right? However, 

just because things are working well, it doesn’t mean they can’t be better! And we think it’s fair to say that vertical 

tutoring has exceeded our expectations. 

We know our students at KNGS are always ready to get stuck in and we know that change isn’t always easy. Hard 

work has been put in by everyone involved and we want to say a massive thank you, as this has made it the success 

it is. We know know we’re still at the beginning of our journey but what an impressive start! 

What has the first year of vertical tutoring brought us? Students have more friends in other year groups, there are 

numerous opportunities for students to help each other and offer sage advice as well as take part in the many events 

throughout the year: Sports Day, Inter-House gym, netball and rounders, House Day and the ever-popular House 

Gauntlet Challenge! The students have also raised an impressive amount of money for charity totalling: 

 £282.20 donated to Keller’s charity – Birmingham Children's Hospital  

 £257.70 donated to Nightingale’s charity – Teenage Cancer Trust 

 £261.90 donated to Goodall’s charity – Cancer Research UK 

 £236.30 donated to Sharman’s charity – Make a Wish 

 £143.90 donated to Sixth Form’s charity – St Mary's Hospice 
 

So, has it all been worth it? We definitely think so. We couldn’t be prouder of what the girls have achieved after being 

vertical for one year. And we’re just so excited as to what’s to come next!  

HOUSE NEWS  
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PARENTS AS PARTNERS  

On Monday 26
th
 September, Year 12 parents/carers were invited to our Parents as Partners evening to provide them 

with information relating to their time at Sixth Form. Talks consisted of the journey our students embark on from Year 

12, all the way through into Year 13, curriculum changes, and the expectations of Sixth Form and what it means to 

be a student here. Parents who attended gained some real insights at the start of this very important year. 

GOV.UK - FINANCE  

The Student Finance team from gov.uk joined us in September and explained the process for finance applications.  

They informed students about the type of financial support they might be eligible for, and the kind of criteria they 

would have to meet.  

Further to this talk, there was also one delivered to parents/carers which covered similar information along with the 

jargon Universities tend to use such as ‘conditional offer’ and ‘unconditional offer’. 

COMING UP… UCAS HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR 

On Thursday 13
th
 October, all Year 13 students will be attending the UCAS Higher Education Fair at Edgbaston 

Cricket Ground.  

Gap year: 7% 

Other: 9% 

DESTINATIONS & CELEBRATING SUCCESS 

The destinations of our Year 13 students at the end of the academic year 

2015/2016: 

 Overall University places: 71%                                                                     

(Russell Group University: 34%) 

 Destination other than University: 29% 

Apprenticeship: 4% 

Employment: 9% 
 

We are very proud of our students’ achievements and every year we celebrate 

with a formal A-Level Certificate Presentation in December where we look      

forward to catching up with students and celebrating their well deserved         

successes with them. This year it is on 16
th
 December from 1pm -  2.30pm.     

Don’t miss it! 

LLOYDS BANK MENTORING  

Kings Norton Sixth Form have recently entered into a partnership with Lloyds bank, where the aim is to mentor Year 

12 students in certain areas. Students have expressed a keen interest in the mentoring programme – 48 students 

have signed up!  

The aim is to provide students with support during their Sixth Form studies while also equipping them with important 

life skills.  

16-19 BURSARY FUND 

The Bursary Fund is designed to help support those young people who face the greatest   

barriers to continuing in education or training post 16. The level of support offered may vary 

during the academic year and is dependent on the amount of funds available. On the basis of 

the school’s EFA funding allocation for 2016/2017, we have applied a family earnings     

threshold of £30,000 per annum. Students will need to complete an application form and   

supply evidence of need or eligibility as appropriate before assistance is provided.   

Additional help:  Under exceptional circumstances students who are not automatically             

eligible for an award can also apply for help with one off course related expenses (proof of 

income or hardship will be asked for). Applications for additional help will be considered on an individual basis and is 

dependent upon available funds. Application forms are available from the Sixth Form Common Room or can be            

obtained by contacting Miss Zoe Nelmes, Sixth Form Administrator. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION  

PUPIL PREMIUM FUNDING 

Kings Norton Girls' School welcomes the Pupil Premium initiative to provide funding to young people.  

In 2015 Kings Norton Girls’ School won a pupil premium award for closing the gap in attainment between students 

receiving pupil premium funding and other students.  

Pupil Premium Funding is provided to schools to support girls who : 

 are eligible for Free School Meals 

 have one or more parent (who they are living with) in the Armed forces 

 are adopted 

 are on a residence or special guardianship order 
 

If your daughter falls into one of these categories or you would like to apply for free school meals please contact 

school. 

At Kings Norton Girls’ School we have identified 4 key areas to address with this funding: 

 Achievement and Attainment 

 Attendance 

 Aspiration 

 Enjoyment and Engagement 

RESPONSES TO PARENTS EVENING QUESTIONARIES’ 

This year at parents’ events we will continue to give all parents the opportunity to feedback on a range of school  

issues. We will also use the same series of questions that we have used over the past two years enabling us to track 

and act on opinions relating specifically to  a particular year group or school development.  

Your previous responses have been very valuable and have helped shape our future plans and actions.             

Questionnaires will have student’s names on them so that all concerns can be addressed and acted on quickly.   

HOMEWORK 

Following your feedback last year we have begun our review of homework and found many positive          

features: 

 students across all years are showing great pride in the way in which they use their planners to record the 

homework and track their completion of this 

 we have seen outstanding examples of homework which links directly to class work and support students to 

make excellent progress across all year groups 

 homework is marked and feedback is responded to by students when this is appropriate 

 students in the Sixth Form and in some subjects at KS4 tell us that the homework set develops independent 

learning and working while supporting the  development of  their knowledge, skills and understanding  

We have found some areas to develop:  

 teaching staff are not always keeping to the homework timetable, because of this some students are finding 

they have too much work to complete on one evening 

 homework in Year 7 isn’t always challenging enough  

 some students don’t take as much pride in their homework as their class work 

 some students are spending more than the recommended time per evening on homework 

 not all homework is labelled   

We will be working with staff and students over the next half term to improve consistency in this area and ensuring 

that homework is a valuable opportunity to progress students learning.  

PARENT FEEBACK - YOU SAID, WE DID... 
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CAREERS ADVICE & GUIDANCE 

At Kings Norton Girls’ School all students are entitled to and receive Careers Education and Guidance which: 

 Is independent and impartial 

 Is easily accessible and free of charge 

 Is based on the principle of equality of opportunity 

 Is provided by adults with appropriate education and training 

 Is structured and forms an integral part of students' overall education 

 Recognises the contribution of students to their own career development 

 Recognises the contribution of others, particularly parents, to this process 

 Respects the confidentiality of personal information 
 

While studying at Kings Norton Girls' School students receive the following careers guidance: 

 A structured programme of careers guidance, information and advice through the PSHE programme. 

Which at KS3 and 4 explores; employability skills, a range of careers and  the skill and qualifications needed for 

these, bank accounts and basic budgeting, future paths ways including higher education and apprenticeships, 

work experience, writing CV’s, making telephone call and writing letters. Students are also supported by visiting 

speakers from the world of work and online resources such as Uexplore and Unifrog.  

 One to one guidance with a personal advisor, mentor or teacher 

 Contact with the world of work through participation in work experience, Challenge Days, Year 9 Community    

Outreach days and other subject specific activities 

 A number of planned activities to help develop knowledge and understanding of careers and the world of work 

such as careers fairs and visitors who are experts in their field 

 Access to several specialist careers resources which support applications to university and apprenticeship 

placements (Unifrog) and give wide ranging careers advice (UExplore) 
 

LLOYDS BANK PARTNERSHIP 

We are delighted that Lloyds Bank have chosen KNGS as partners for a range of exciting projects. One of these is to 

support our careers advice and guidance. This will develop over the next year and will include visits to school to talk 

about careers and apprenticeships and also provide 1:1 and small group mentoring with our Sixth Form Students. 

IGD AND PURITY DRINKS 

Through our Alumni work with Future First we have been working with IGD (Institute of Grocery Distribution) and are 

just beginning to engage in some exciting projects with Purity Soft Drinks based in Wednesbury. These projects will 

support careers advice and industry linked experiences across the curriculum.  

CAREERS FAIR AND MEET THE SIXTH FORM 

16
th

 November 2016  

Students from Year 8 - 13 will have access to the careers fair on the 16
th
 November where we are hosting              

representatives from a number of universities, apprenticeship providers and employers from a range of sectors. At 

3.30 pm Year 11 students and external students are invited to attend the careers fair and take the opportunity to talk 

to students in Years 12 and 13 about each of the A Level subjects on offer at Kings Norton Sixth Form.  

The careers section on our website provides links to online careers resources which parents as well as     

students can access.  

 

Over time these initiatives, which are fully explained on the school website, have had a measurable impact on      

enhancing girls’ performance.  

If you would like more information about this provision please contact Mrs Raggett - Deputy Headteacher. 
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NEW MEMBERS OF STAFF 

A POLITE REQUEST  

Please can we ask that if you drop off or collect your daughter from school that you don’t stop or park/wait on the 

zig zag lines or pull on to the school drive - this is illegal.  

Please can we also ask that you do not use the drive way into St Joseph’s Primary school to reverse or turn 

around - doing so is compromising the safety of the Primary School pupils going into school. 

We have received a number of complaints about this in recent weeks from St Josephs, our neighbours and other 

road users.  

We thank you for your co-operation in this matter.  

A WARM WELCOME 

New Staff Join KNGS 

We offer a very warm welcome to a number of staff who have joined us recently:  

SCHOOL DROP OFFS AND PICK UPS  

Nasreen Akhtar 

English Coach  

Selina Bains 

Science Teacher  

Helen Robins  

History Teacher  

Joanna Neale 

Head of                  

Business Studies  

Alan McLoughlin 

History Teacher 

(Sabbatical cover for          

Ms Thatcher)  

Lucy Cawley  

MFL Teacher  

Shabila Zahid 

Finance Officer  

Rachel Hill 

Science Teacher  

Ross Currie 

Second in Maths  

Nancy Stone  

Cover Supervisor 

Amy Wilkes 

Student Support Assistant 

Nafisah Tahir 

RE Teacher

(Temporary) 

Jenny Harris  

Art Teacher 

(Maternity cover for    

Miss Randall) 

Sophia Butt 

English Teacher  


