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Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope your Easter holiday was enjoyable and for those of you with children embarking on 

external exams this year, that you achieved the right balance between work and play. Of 

course the internal exams are now also upon us, and their significance has never been 

greater as a practice and training for the GCSE experience. New skills in retention 

techniques and applying knowledge across linked topics replace coursework, and these 

are being taught now from Year 7. Effective revision is essential if students are going to do 

well and the more you can help at home the better, not just at exam time, but throughout 

the year. A little and often is a formula for success. I wish all our students every success in 

their exams this term. 

Talking of success, we have had a significant number of individual and team successes in the last half term, and as 

you will read in this newsletter, the school continues to provide significant opportunities for learning beyond the 

curriculum.  I was particularly pleased to see our first photography exhibition in Artefact Café in Stirchley, managed 

from start to finish by our Year 12 students. See it before it closes on 27
th
 April 2017. 

I would like to thank you for your responses to the report writing consultation. We will use them in any final decisions 

we make.  

Gill Fox - Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 

 Monday 1st May - Bank Holiday  

 Tuesday 2nd - Friday 5th May  - Yr 9 & Yr 10 Exams   

 Thursday 11th May - Year 7 Parents Evening 

 Monday 15th May - start of Year 11 exam period   

 Wednesday 17th May - Friday 19th May - Year 7 & 8 exams  

 Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June - Half Term Break 

 Monday 26th & Tuesday 27th June - Whole School Open Morning, 9am - 11am 

 Wk comm 3rd July - Year 12 Transition Week for new Sixth Form Students  

 Friday 7th July - Sports Day  

 Friday 14th July - School Fete  

 Friday 21st July - End of Term, students to finish at 12 noon 

 

STOP PRESS… 

 

Whole School  

Photograph  

Order Deadline:  

Friday 7th May 

 

Further details can be 

found on the back page of 

this newsletter...  

BOURNVILLE YOUNG SINGERS  

Bournville Young Singers was founded in 1986 with the aim of fostering the                  

enjoyment of choral singing. The repertoire chosen is very varied and includes a large 

proportion of music by modern composers. Bournville Young Singers are always  

happy to welcome new members: the Training Choir is for children aged 5-8 years 

who are just beginning to sing. When individual children are ready they progress to 

Main Choir, usually when they are 8 or older. 

For further information please contact Anne Ellis on 0121 458 2331 or 

anne@byoungsingers.org.uk or come along to the Friends Meeting House, Linden 

Road, Bournville, B30 1JT at 9.30am on a Saturday morning in term time. 

Vacancy 

Invigilators required 

to help oversee our       

examinations.  
 

Please contact the  

Exam Secretary,              

Chloe Welch 

(cwelch@kngs.co.uk) 

for further details. 
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EVENTS, TRIPS & CLUBS 

 

 

KNGS SKI VISIT  

Year 8 Trip to Torgon, 

Switzerland 

At the beginning of March 30 Year 8 

students along with Mr Steele, Miss 

Wattison and Mrs Currie and 70 other 

pupils from 3 further Birmingham schools 

spent the week in a very snowy 

Switzerland. With every type of weather 

from snow storms and freezing fog where 

you couldn’t see your hand in front of your 

face, to bright sunshine, all had an 

amazing week and progressed brilliantly. 

A massive well done to all the pupils and 

thank you to staff who accompanied, 

below are some of the things the girls said 

about the visit:  

 
‘The ski week was AMAZING!!! I loved and enjoyed EVERYTHING!!! I can’t believe how much I 

improved in just one week’  

‘I have gained so much confidence over the trip, at the start of the week I would never have 

believed I would have improved so much’  

‘I had a great time and I have made many new friends and memories’  

‘I have learned loads of things on this ski trip, one being when you fall just to get back up and 

to always try, even if you think you can’t do It, you will get there eventually’  

‘I loved waking up to seeing mountains upon mountains, and masses of snow as it is very   

different from what I would normally wake up to in Birmingham, thank you’ 

‘This week was amazing, my favourite part was improving my skiing throughout the week with 

the help of my instructor and friends. I didn’t expect the week to go as fast as it did and I      

didn’t expect to be as busy as I was. I was surprised that I skied into France on red slopes. 

Although it was very difficult, it was a fun and challenging experience. I would like to thank all 

the staff for this remarkable experience’ 

ORCHESTRA TOUR  

Disney Here We Come…! 

This year the joint KNGS and KNBS orchestra is    

going on tour…….again! After a very successful tour 

to Belgium last year we are off on our travels again in 

July. This time we travel to Paris to perform in a      

variety of venues, including the Disney Stage at Euro 

Disney!  

In order to prepare we have been rehearsing weekly 

at the Boys’ School and plan to do two pre-tour      

concerts. The first one will be at Kings Norton Girls’ 

School on 29
th

 June and will also showcase work 

and performances from the entire Arts Faculty. We 

hope you will join us!  
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THE SMASHED PROJECT 

Performance for Year 8  

We were recently very fortunate to have a team from The Smashed Project visit 

Year 8 to perform their piece that explores a situation involving underage 

drinking. The performance very effectively explored how 

young people can become involved in underage drinking 

and various consequences of doing so. The use of hot 

seating and forum theatre following the performance really 

engaged students further and made them think about 

issues involved. Year 8 got the opportunity to question the 

characters about how they felt about being involved in 

underage drinking and what help they would like. The use 

of forum theatre gave students the opportunity to be 

presented with a situation many young people would face, 

being peer pressured into drinking, and then get the actors 

to improvise different ways that they could avoid or get out 

of the situation. The Smashed Project are dedicated to breaking the culture of underage drinking and are doing so in 

such an engaging and interactive way.  

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK 2017 

Get Creative. Be Inspired. 

British Science Week ran from 10 -17 March 2017 and schools, universities and scientific 

institution across the UK worked in association with the British ScienceAssociation to    

inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers. To celebrate the event at KNGS we ran a variety of events 

including the inaugural Year 7 Drone Races, and the Wonder Room, and 

the 4
th

 Annual Big Science Quiz, which pitted staff against Sixth Form 

students in an epic quizzing battle.   

The Year 7 Drone Races was a huge success. Teams representing each 

house went head-to-head to see who could guide the drone around a     

complex obstacle course in the shortest possible time. All of the students 

that took part had a great time, but there could only be one winner. Team     

Keller, composed of Charlotte Pickup, Erica Martin-Shepherd and 

Mathilda Cannon were the champions of the day. Nightingale came in 

second, followed by Sharman and then Goodall wasn’t far behind. 

At lunch-time the Wonder Rooms created a buzz of awe and excitement. There 

were spectacular demonstrations, including ox-heart dissections, dragon-fire,            

turning copper into gold, water into wine, and investigating what happens to   

marshmallows really helped to capture the imaginations of the students. The             

number of students that took part was approaching the 100 mark and it set a new 

record, so well done to everyone who got involved, and a big thank you goes out to 

all of our wonderful Science Ambassadors who helped with the promotion and the 

event. 

Mr Todd, the legendary quizmaster and fountain of all knowledge, assembled a 

very challenging set of quiz questions for teams of Sixth Form students and staff to 

tackle in the Big Science Quiz 2017.  The overall winners were Ms Rickard, Mrs 

Ravenhill and Mr McClelland, and a big congratulations goes to the top student 

team composed of Ibrahim Kanber, Sam Timmins and Fardowsa Ahmed.   

Thank you to all staff members for all of the hard work and enthusiasm that they put into making this year’s British 

Science Week the most successful yet. 

“What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you would like to make.” 

Jane Goodall 

http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/
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‘It made me realise what an important job the Police do, and it helped to bring this topic to life’. 

THE GEOGRAPHY OF CRIME  

Pupils Probe Police Officers 

On Friday 10
th
 February, Year 7 Geographers hosted 2 Police Officers 

from Bournville Lane Police Station. PC West and PC Jackson 

answered questions that the girls had prepared, linked to their topic, 

‘The Geography of Crime’. The girls asked probing questions, which 

they had planned in advance and which linked to the subjects which 

they have studied, including how the Police use mapping software to 

identify crime hotspots, and how areas can be better designed to 

reduce and prevent crime. The Police Officers were impressed by the 

girls’ knowledge and insightful questions. Marija Milinovic (N2) said: 

 

 

Many thanks to PC West and PC Jackson for sharing their knowledge with us. 

HEALTH DAY 

Students Consider a Variety of Topics  

This year we have been privileged to have some great visitors in 

school again for our Health Days as well as having some interesting 

PSHE sessions with KNGS staff. Each year group has had a Health 

Day, whether in December or more recently in February. Our Health 

Days provide a vital opportunity to add to our PSHE provision within 

school. 

We welcomed Loudmouth Theatre Company in December and     

February this academic year. They presented 3 performances, to Year 8, Year 9 and Year 11. The 3 performances 

dealt with issues such as exploitation in Working for Marcus, safety and respect in teenage relationships in Safe and 

Sound and relationships and sexual health in Trust Me. All issues were dealt with so sensitively with very engaging 

performances. What was striking about Loudmouths presentation both performance and then workshop throughout 

the days was that they were really well prepared with current knowledge of the issues being presented and clearly 

communicated where students could access further help and support. Through the workshops Loudmouth continued 

to keep the students engaged with the use of hot seating. This meant that students could ask the characters they 

had met in the earlier performance questions about how they felt.   

We welcomed back visitors such as Lynwen who is an SRE consultant. 

She led sessions with Year 8 & 11. Lynwen delivers sex education in safe 

and honest forum. Ms Davies and Ms Caswell from our KNGS Science  

Department also provided sex education to Year 7 & 9 in an interactive 

and comfortable environment with questions always warmly welcomed and  

answered.  

We also benefitted again from the expertise of St Johns who led 2 different 

practical sessions on the recovery position and bleeding. These were              

interactive and girls had great opportunity to practise some vital first aid 

skills!  

With Year 10 & 11 in particularly facing some pressure and stress from GCSE studies, we wanted to provide space 

and guidance on learning relaxation techniques that might support them in dealing with stress when they face it. We 

welcomed back Lynette who led a sessions on relaxation with Year 10 &11. She delivered practical sessions where 

she ensured all students had the opportunities to practice practical relaxation techniques, for example breathing 

techniques. I hope that these might be of some use throughout the students GCSE studies, and beyond! 

Other topics studied throughout the days included healthy lifestyles, fire safety, friendships, equality parenting, FGM, 

forced marriage, grooming and exploitation.  

 

 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

FANTESY WRITING COMPETITION  

Creative Writing Club 

This term at Creative Writing Club we hosted a 

Fantasy Writing Competition. As judges, we are 

looking for stories that stretch imaginations further 

than princesses and castles, and are delighted to 

see that many non-clichéd, original and exciting 

stories have already been entered. Club members 

are looking forward to selecting the best stories for 

our new anthology of student writing which will be 

published by Scholastic next spring. We wish all our 

competition entrants the best of luck in their quest 

to become published authors! 

Elisabeth Mulenga, Y8  

FRAME OF MIND 

Riverside Performing Arts Perform to Students  

On Wednesday 1
st
 March Riverside Performing Arts visited with their new production, Frame of Mind.  

RPA performed to Year 7, 8, 9 & 10. RPA are 

regular visitors and always bring informative and 

entertaining performances. This performance 

did not shy away from exploring various issues 

relating to mental health. Having spoken to 

some of our students following the performance 

they thought RPA devised a great performance 

and used theatrical techniques in a very             

effective way. ‘Frame of Mind’ took a topic that can be very emotive and gave audiences an insight in to the lives of 

many who suffer with mental health conditions and those who are in a supporting role. They did so while also being 

positive in their message that there is lots of help and advice available.  

SCIENCE CLUB 

Happy Valentines! 

On Valentine’s day our ever popular Year 7 Science Club were invited to take 

part in a heart dissection. Miss Crewe, Mrs Caswell and Mr McClelland were on 

hand to demonstrate the structures in the heart that the girls could find by         

showing them an Ox’s heart.  

The students watched 

a short video about 

how the heart works 

and how the                  

structures they were 

likely to find work. The 

girls showed maturity 

and enthusiasm when 

dissecting the sheep 

hearts and were                

supported in their endeavours by our fantastic Year 10     

Science Ambassadors.  
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YEAR 7 PLACES OF WORHIP VISIT 

Sacred Buildings Project 

On Tuesday 14
th
 March, 49 girls from Year 7            

embarked on a visit to two places of worship as 

part of their ‘Sacred Buildings’ project. We set 

out on a mission to understand what makes a 

space ‘sacred’, what features are essential to 

worship and what else happens in these             

buildings apart from worship.  

First stop was the Buddhist Vihara in Ostler 

Street. Here the girls learnt about the beautiful 

Buddhist statues and their significance. In    

addition the girls were given the opportunity to 

ring the bell and they were fascinated with the 

long echo that it caused. The girls were                   

fascinated to learn about the meditation                     

techniques that Buddhists practise. We were all 

impressed with the highly decorated interior and 

the various colourful displays that were present. 

It was a special opportunity to reflect and            

consider what Buddhists believe and how they 

demonstrate their faith. The girls were                 

especially enthused with the passion of the talk 

and they were able to ask numerous insightful 

questions to deepen their own understanding of 

Buddhist beliefs. 

The final stop was the Birmingham Central 

Mosque at Belgrave Middleway. Upon arriving 

we could see many Muslims at prayer                 

demonstrating their dedication to their faith.    

Following this we taught the five pillars of Islam 

and how important these are to the daily lives of 

Muslims. Some fortunate girls were given the 

opportunity to stand in front of their peers to 

demonstrate how Imams lead the prayers for 

Muslims. The girls were amazed at the highly decorative floor and how four thousand Muslims can fit in for prayer at 

any given time. We were taught about the              

importance of prayer to Muslims and the clocks 

inside the Mosque highlighted to the students the 

prayer times that Muslims follow. Finally we             

finished off with an enthusiastic question and  

answer session, which gave a valuable                  

opportunity for the students to deepen their          

understanding of Muslim beliefs and practises. 

The students genuinely did KNGS proud, with 

each of our hosts praising their behaviour and 

their insightful questions. Myself and Mrs Currie 

were blown away by the depth of questioning, the 

deep interest shown in understanding religions, 

and the keen eye for detail so many of the girls                       

demonstrated. It was a fantastic trip had by all! 

Mr Mcloughlin, Religious Studies Department 
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SUCCESSES  

GERMAN & HISTORY EXCHANGE 2016-17 

KNGS Students Visit Melle  

The eleventh exchange between KNGS and Gymnasium Melle was completed in early 

March when 14 students made the return journey to Melle in Lower Saxony to spend 

time with their German partners. They experienced life in a German school first hand, 

visited the historic city of Bremen (in the freezing temperatures!!) and spent lots of time 

with their partners and their families. The students thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 

many partners are now planning to visit each other privately to spend more time with 

each other.  

UKMT INTERMEDIATE CHALLENGE 

KNGS Students Take Part in National Maths Challenge   

On 2 February, 159 of our Years 9,10 & 11 girls took part in the UKMT Intermediate Challenge, a                

National mathematical competition. 

They had to answer 25 multiple choice questions which tested their problem-solving skills. Questions later in the               

paper were worth more marks but also marks were lost for questions answered incorrectly! 

Thousands of students took part around the UK and we are proud to announce that these students won awards as 

follows: 

Year 11:  

Gold: Zoe Harfield & Sachini Pattiya Gardi 

Silver: Katarina Scott, Emily Brook, Hannah Elliman, Charlotte Bice & Katie Powell 

Bronze: Madison Kilgallon, Alex Whittall, Rebecca Lane, Mia Barlow, Emily Cornford, Nicole Faulkner, Holly Leach, 

Lucy Lea & Amelia Steeds 

Year 10:  

Silver: Anna Underwood, Jeewoo Hwang, Annie Noble & Intisar Salim 

Bronze: Brigid Vincent, Lucy Doerry, Kylene Santos, Rachel Vail, Freya Sigerson, Adele Savage, Chloe Elliman, 

Georgia Jepson, Fatimah Akbar, Poppy Ellis, Jade Channer & Clare Stock. 

Year 9:  

Silver: Hannah Pulford, Hazel Smith & Kathryn Coopersmith 

Bronze: Sophie Flowers, Faith Page, Laura Bell, Abby Nolan, Zhixin Chen, Evie Fleming, Amalia Schnier, Leahrose 

Parris, Ashley Garrick, Sophie Singleton, Libby Styles, Viktoria Nicklin, Emily Werrett, Aiyana Gobbinsingh,             

Emmeline Hassan Smith, Wajeeha Abid & Maryam Ahmed 

In addition, Zoe Harfield qualified to compete in the Pink Kangaroo round which is an international competition.  

BRILLIANT!                                                                    

Congratulations from everybody in the Maths Department! 

NETBALL TOURNEMENT NEWS 

In a recent round of matches:  

Year 7 came runners up.  

Semi-final v KE Five Ways: Won 7-1 

Final v Bishop Challoner: Lost 3-5 

Year 8 reached the semi-final stage.  

Year 10/11 won their end of season tournament. 

Semi-final v KE Camphill: Won 7-5 

Final v EHS: Won 6-4                              Well done girls!  
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

April Update  

Well done to Year 10 students who are doing lots of really valuable work in the community as part of their Duke of 

Edinburgh award sections. Students have been taking part in charities, playgroups, dance classes as well as    

learning a range of new skills including photography, cooking, knitting and much more! Their most recent                 

achievement was completing their St John’s “Young First Aider” award ready for their upcoming expeditions. All girls 

did KNGS proud and comments from the course leaders commended their mature and measured approach towards 

the important life skill of first aid. 

Students will be going on expeditions shortly, I’d like to wish them good luck and a special mention should go to all 

staff that supported students during this year to date and have acted as assessors for the various skills girls were 

advancing in their own time. 

Mr Willis 

SPORTING SUCCESS 

Cricket & Gymnastics  

Congratulations to KNGS cricket team who won 

the U13’s Lady Taveners Indoor Competition 

Plate 2017 on Tuesday 14
th
 March at Edgbaston 

Indoor Cricket Centre. The following girls took 

part: 

Mary Glasby, Charlotte Bunn, Elizabeth Dewes, 

Lucy Hardy, Meghan- Hancock Nolan, Priscilla 

Joseph, Naomi Rawlings, Jennifer Pastrana- 

Dix, Thea Smith, Sophia Wigley. 

Well done to all girls who represented KNGS in the Birmingham 

Schools Gymnastics Competition on Wednesday 8th March at 

Edgbaston High School:  

Scarlett Ryley, Erin Field, Chloe Ashmore, Liberty Seadon, Esme              

Abraham, Gwen Duncan, Louisa Hankin, Phoebe Sprason, Grace            

Bradley, & Lauren Reed. 

Congratulations to Libby who came 3rd in the floor competition and 

Esme who was 2nd in the vault.  
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VALERIE EVANS SCIENCE AWARD 2017 

Entries Open  

Following the success of the inaugural Valerie Evans Science Award launched last year, KNGS has been 

approached once more to collaborate with the Birmingham Soroptimist group to promote the role of women in STEM 

subjects.  

Year 10 girls are invited to submit an essay of no more than 1500 words on the work of a female scientist to 

Miss Crewe by 19
th

 May. The essay must include details of the work and contributions of the scientist along with the 

students own perspective on how she has been inspired personally by the work.  

The winner of the award will receive the Valerie Evans Rose Bowl along with a small voucher, all entrants will receive 

a certificate of participation and it will be an excellent addition to personal statements.  

Any queries, please contact Miss Crewe.   

AMNESTY YOUTH GROUP  

A Busy Term... 

The KNGS Amnesty Youth Group has been busy 

again this term. We contributed to International 

Women's Day on Tuesday, 7th March. For this event 

the group researched women who have made       

significant contributions to human rights around the 

world, both in the past and currently. This was then 

displayed in school on the day. The group also held 

a discussion about women's rights around the world 

and a quiz during lunch time. Lots of students came 

along to show their support on a banner for women's rights around the world. 

We are currently working on producing paper chains which will be used in an Amnesty UK campaign in London. 

Currently refugee children are the only group of people who, if granted refugee status in the UK, have no right to ask 

for family reunion. Adult refugees can do so. Our paper chains represent families torn apart due to war and human 

rights abuses around the world. The chains will be joined together with chains from other groups and will be handed 

into the Home Office with petitions after Easter. It is hoped that the paper chains will stretch 240m from the Home 

Office to the Department of Education. 

UKMT TEAM MATHS CHALLENGE  

KNGS in Regional Final  

This year, our entrants for the regional final of the 

UKMT’s team maths challenge had been selected 

from a number of enthusiastic mathematicians 

who had been training together since January! The 

selection process was difficult as so many of our 

girls are outstanding mathematicians, keen                    

problem solvers and fruitful in mathematical                 

collaboration.  

On the day, the team consisted of Zhixin Chen, 

S8, Mary Glasby, K7, Hannah Pulford, K5, and Betty Thompson, N6. We are also grateful to our equally brilliant 

reserve team members Sophie Flowers, N4, and Prity Islam, K1.  

The team did KNGS proud, coming in the top six in both the group round and the cross-number (exact rankings were 

not announced!). They produced some very impressive maths against the clock and worked well strategically in their 

team. The shuttle round proved the most challenging, as each problem depends on all the previous answers being 

correct, and timing is tight. In this fiercely competitive regional heat, they came 9
th
 out of 29 teams. We congratulate 

them on an honourable result for the school, and some satisfyingly chewy maths solutions!  
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STAFF SUCCESS 

Huge Congratulations to Mr Abelson  

 

A massive ‘well done’ to Mr Abelson who won two 

awards at the RBSA photography exhibition awards on 

11th March, a Highly Commended award and the 

GRAIN award. 

Mr Abelson had two of his photographs exhibited at the 

RBSA  Gallery Exhibition between the 16th February - 

11th March resulting in both winning awards - a ‘Highly 

Commended’ award for the Dalmatian photo we                 

featured in the October Newsletter and also the GRAIN 

Prize - the West Midlands Photographic Arts               

Organization ‘Photographic Prize 2017’, for his                       

exhibited photograph. 

OUR LEARNING HUB  

CAT WEATHERILL - AUTHOR VISIT  

On Thursday, 2 March 2017, which was World 

Book Day, the author Cat Weatherill came to talk 

to the Year 7's & 8's.  She told us a story about a 

girl who had a magical necklace, who met a water 

goddess and received her help.  Later in the day I 

was lucky enough to be invited to attend a creative 

writing workshop with Cat Weatherill. We played a 

word game associated with the beach. We then 

had to hold a shell, close our eyes and listen to a 

recording of the sounds of the beach.  We had to 

imagine what was happening.  We then had to 

write about the beach as creatively as we could.   

                           

We had a wonderful morning with Cat! Thank you.   

Matilda Johnston - Yr 7 

A BLIND DATE WITH A BOOK!  

To celebrate Valentines Day, the Learning Hub gave the students 

the opportunity to have a 'Blind Date with a Book!'.   

Books were covered in paper with just a quick clue on the front.  This        

initiative was used to encourage students to learn to not judge a book by 

it's cover and to also challenge them to read a new genre of 

book. 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 

On the 10-12
th
 March, five of us (Xena 

Meksem, Jodie Carreon, Gabby Dickson, 

Mia Hinds and Gracie-Mae Hicks) took part 

in a Model United Nations Conference at 

Joseph Chamberlain College. The sixth form 

event was attended by over two hundred 16-

17 year olds; which we only realised when 

having our picture taken! And they came 

from all over the country. Each group of 5 

students had to represent the views and  

desires of a given country, ours was           

Germany!  

Prior to the weekend we had to thoroughly 

research global questions, such as the      

integration of first generation immigrants to 

the claims of artic territory and write a formal 

resolution on the matter. We were thrown 

right into the deep end on the Friday, having to convince other ‘delegates’ to sign up to or merge their resolution 

with our own, straight away having to communicate with and lobby with students 3 years older than us. This was 

massively successful and exciting as we all managed to merge our resolutions, ready for debating at committee  

level on the Saturday!  

After a great meal on the Friday, we came back 

on Saturday ready to read aloud, in front of 50 

people, our aims for the conference and debate 

our resolutions. We also got to enjoy several            

performances from the Birmingham Royal Opera. 

Come Sunday the atmosphere was tense as the 

chairs of the conference got to pick which                

resolutions were debated and voted for in front of 

everyone. Three of us (Gabby, Mia and Xena) 

even stood up with the microphone and          

challenged delegates during the debate, which 

was exhilarating. Finally, three of our five                

resolutions got passed at General Assembly, not 

before a mass walkout and chair pushing during 

lively debates.  

All in all, it was a fabulous experience and we 

would recommend and encourage everyone to go, we all feel more confident and better at communicating with  

people we do not know as part of a team!  

CATERING PRESENTATION 

On February 27
th
 several members of Kings Norton Girls’ School Student Leadership Group (Eve Connor, Milly            

Owen, Sham Talo, Olivia Cheslin, Laila Khan, Abigail Young, Leah Collins and Chloe Collins) represented the       

student body’s opinions on our catering at school to potential new catering contractors.  

The students gathered the whole school opinion through Tutor time questionnaires and presented them in an       

articulate and mature way. They are very much looking forward to the next stage in the process where they get to try 

sample menus!  
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HOUSE NEWS  

COMIC RELIEF  

Staff Just Dance Competition & Student ‘Speak Out’ Challenge  

On Friday 24
th
 March Kings Norton Girls’ School & Sixth Form 

celebrated Comic Relief; we had a non-uniform day to raise 

money for the charity, continuing our rich history of giving to 

others. In keeping with comic relief’s tag line ‘make your laugh 

count’, our  Student Leadership Team helped organised two 

lunch time events and a cake sale.  

Teachers from different houses masterfully competed in a 

‘Just Dance’ competition; following an electronic set of dance 

moves, whilst being scored. Judging by the size and noise of 

the audience in the gym, the  students seemed to really enjoy 

the       

teachers 

showing off their moves!  

Afterwards, student house teams donned dentist style mouth    

pieces and read lyrics to their team mates in a bid to guess as 

many songs as they could. After some near misses, Goodall 

House came out on top!  

Well done to everyone who got involved and help raise more 

money for charity - we raised an impressive grand total of 

£890.33 for Comic Relief!  

HOUSE FUNDRAISING  

Birmingham Children’s Hospital  

Earlier this year on House Day students nominated a number of   

different charities they wanted to support throughout the year, 

they also planned a number of events to help raise money. 

We have had our first fundraiser this term… 

The week of fundraising was launched with a KNGS Staff vs. 

Lloyds Bank Dodgeball Tournament was a huge success.    

Lloyds staff were victorious but KNGS staff gave them a run for 

their money making it a very entertaining game… 

Throughout the week of fundraising many students represented 

their houses in the Inter–House Dodgeball matches. Well done Sharman for winning… and Nightingale did       

themselves proud for knocking out two Houses to come as 

Runners Up! 

A special thank you to S4 and Miss Banner for all your          

support… and all the staff that played, refereed, encouraged 

girls to get involved and gave up their lunchtime to come and 

watch. A massive thank you to Lloyds Bank too for their       

support and involvement!  

£125.10 was raised in ticket sales to watch the tournaments, in 

addition Lloyds raised money through their ’Just Giving’ page 

which will be added to this total and then match-funded by 

Lloyds Bank… meaning Birmingham Children’s Hospital will 

have a generous contribution to their Rare Disease Centre! 
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SIXTH FORM ADMISSIONS 2017 

Kings Norton Sixth Form have had a phenomenal amount of applications this year for September 2017. The total 

number of applications is currently at 289, which includes internal and external students, and we have offered 221 

provisional places.  

Due to the vast amount of applicants, the first round of interviews was held on Monday 13
th
 February, with a second 

round was held on Monday 3
rd

 April. Applicants were incredibly positive about our Sixth Form, and we look forward 

to welcoming our new Year 12’s in September!  

SIXTH FORM NEWS  

UCAS 

Total number of University places offered for September 2017 is 60. Due to the amazing           

personal statements and references provided by teachers, the number of unconditional               

University offers is at 15.  

We would like to take this opportunity to wish our Year 13’s the very best of luck in their examinations in the                

summer. We sincerely hope they achieve the results we know they are so capable of, and secure their place at  

University.  

LLOYDS BANK MENTORING  

Mentoring for Year 12 students continues to run every Thursday morning from 

8.15am. This half term students have been focusing on resilience with their             

mentors, and what it means to be resilient. As students have been given a specific 

mentor, a group call is sent every Wednesday afternoon to inform you of your son/

daughter’s mentoring session the following morning.  

Top 10 ways to be resilient:  

1. Stay Flexible. Resilient people expect to face challenges at different points in their lives. They are able to adjust their 

goals and find ways to adapt. 

2. Learn Lessons. When a tough situation arises, don’t focus on who is to blame. Let go of asking “Why me?” and            

feeling like a victim. Ask yourself what you could do differently next time to have a better result. 

3. Take Action. Think about what you can do to improve your situation, and then do it. “Resilient people work on solving 

a problem rather than letting themselves get paralyzed by negativity".  

4. Stay Connected. Nurture your relationships with friends and family. When you’re going through a hard time, don’t    

withdraw from other people. Accept help from those who care about you.  

5. Release Tension. Make sure you have outlets to express your emotions and let go of tension.  

6. Have a Sense of Purpose. Do things that bring meaning to your life. That may be spending time with your family, but 

volunteering or other work for a cause can also make you feel stronger.  

7. Learn Healthy Habits. You’ll manage stressful times better if you: 

Exercise regularly. 

Eat a balanced diet. 

Take time to rest. 

8. Believe in Yourself. Take pride in your abilities and what you’ve done. Recognize your personal strengths. 

9. Keep Laughing. Hold on to your sense of humour even when times are tough. Laughter relieves stress and helps you 

keep things in check. 

10. Be Optimistic. A positive, hopeful outlook will make you much more resilient. Remember that many of the problems 

you’ll face in life are temporary, and that you have overcome setbacks in the past. 

http://www.webmd.com/sex-relationships/rm-quiz-sex-fact-fiction
http://www.webmd.com/fitness-exercise/remember-healthy-habits
http://www.webmd.com/fitness-exercise/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/diet/default.htm
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EXAMINATIONS 

With exam season approaching Year 12 are currently preparing for their external assessments in Government and 

Politics, Media Studies, and Mathematics, and their internal assessments. Year 13 are preparing for their final       

exams. 

Year 12 and 13 have also been going through revision techniques with their Form Tutor to help aid with preparation.  

ST MARY’S HOSPICE ENTERPRISE CHALLENGE WINNERS 2017 

Over the last two terms 

Year 12 Business Studies 

students have been taking 

part in a community      

enterprise challenge to 

raise money for St Mary’s 

Hospice. Students                

competed against other 

local schools to raise the 

most amount of money.  

The students divided in to 

two teams, allocated team 

roles and planned ideas to 

raise money. They               

presented their idea to a 

‘Dragons Den’ panel 

made up of local business people and were successful in securing £100 initial investment to put their plans into  

action and fundraise.  

Team Unlimited, led by Team Manger Orla Sketchley, raised a total of £529.52 through organising  a Year 7 Disco, 

and a clothes swap. They also worked with Carillion their mentor business to organise a charity jumper day They 

received The Monica Pearce Award – for resilience and coping with adversity. Although the team faced a    

number of set-backs they persevered and kept fundraising right up to the deadline. 

Team Ambition led by Jessica Davies raised a total of £1859.54, through a sponsored run and a series of                    

doughnuts sales held at Kings Norton Girls and Boys School. They were the overall winners of the competition,                 

raising the most amount of money. In addition to this they  also received  The Marion Reed Award – for             

innovation and presentation. This was as a result of the excellent Dragons Den Pitch and negotiating skills.  

The challenge provided students with an excellent opportunity to develop transferable skills and apply theory learnt 

in the classroom to real situations.  We are extremely proud of the hard work and motivation showed by our                

students to raise such a substantial amount of money over a short period of time.    

KNGS PHOTO 12 EXHIBITION AT                   

ARTEFACT CAFÉ  

On Thursday 30
th
 March the Year 12 Photography students 

launched their photography exhibition at Artefact, Pershore Road, 

Stirchley. The students were responsible for all aspects of the     

exhibition, curating, publicising and hanging. They agreed that    

despite the stress involved it was all worthwhile in the end! The 

event was very well attended and there were many positive        

comments regarding the students’ work. This is the first time we 

have staged an exhibition in the local community and we hope   

this is the first of what will become an annual event. 

The exhibition continues until 27
th
 April at Artefact, 1464 Pershore 

Road, Stirchley, B30 2NT Tues-Sat 10:00-5:00. 
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YEAR 12 JOIN ST FRANCIS ON E-SAFETY DAY 

On Tuesday 8
th
 February Year 12 joined Year 5 at St Francis for part of their E-safety 

day. Year 12 had been set the challenge of developing a short piece of Theatre in       

Education and a workshop to explore issues surrounding E-Safety with Year 5.  

As a group they decided to focus on the issues of cyber-bullying as it also gave them the opportunity to make the 

link between how we treat people face to face with how we treat people online. Year 5 were really responsive to 

Year 12 and interacted in their planned activities really well making lots of insightful comments. Year 12 did really 

well to present Year 5 with lots to think about and to do it using drama brought issues to life for students. Year 12 

also gave Year 5 opportunities to extend their learning through an activity booklet with colouring activities, puzzles 

and word searches.  

Year 5 took great delight in also giving in posters to be judged by Year 12 with a prize available. Year 12 found it 

really difficult to decide on the top 3 posters but eventually came to a decision based on creativity and those that  

effectively gave lots of key information. Their posters showed how much they had learnt and taken away. We were 

really pleased to have worked with St Francis Primary school and the lovely Year 5’s and very glad we could help 

with their E-Safety day! 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION  

TIMES AHEAD 

You will probably have heard in the media of several things which may impact on KNGS in the near future.   

 The first is school funding. If the national funding formula does go ahead next year we, along with all Birmingham 

schools will feel the impact. We have been aware of this coming for some time and have taken every opportunity 

to future proof the school as much as possible.  For us this may mean a £130,000 budget reduction.  An increase 

of 10 students per year group in the lower school from 2015, together with significant potential growth in the Sixth 

Form will help us to sustain the quality of provision we have achieved over the years.   

 A second local issue is the closure of Baverstock School from September 2017. All schools in the area have been 

asked to play their part in helping their students to find places. We will of course be a part of that.   

 And finally, to support the boys from Kings Norton Boys’ School with Sixth Form choices on the closure of their 

Sixth Form, we will be offering priority enrolment for their potential A Level students on results day.   

There are no doubt challenging times ahead, but KNGS is in a very strong position to manage these changes as we 

move forward.   

ANTI-BULLYING QUALITY MARK 

At KNGS we believe in building a harmonious community and respect for each other is a large part of our ethos. We 

already work hard to address any instances of bullying and take these very seriously. To further develop our practice 

in this area over the next 12 months the school will be working towards gaining an Anti-Bullying Quality Mark.  

This will involve engaging the whole school community in evaluating the way we currently work and considering any 

changes needed. Our purpose is to ensure KNGS is a bully free zone. 

We will inform you of opportunities over the coming year so that you have the chance to feed into this important work.  

ATTENDANCE  

Thank you to all our parents with supporting KNGS with your child's attendance. We operate a ‘Wise Up’ programme  

which ranks attendance in bands. Your child should be able to talk to you about their band and what it means. If they 

need to improve their attendance they should be able to talk about this as well. 

Students planners have a page on attendance where they have their attendance record so please ask to see this. 

Attendance is a major factor in ultimate success, and whilst we recognise sometimes absence is unavoidable, your 

continued encouragement  for your child to achieve excellent attendance will make a huge difference. 



 

Opening a World of Opportunities 

UNIFORM  

Please support us by ensuring your daughter maintains throughout the summer term the high standards expected at 

KNGS. We wanted to highlight a few key areas from the uniform policy so that standards can be maintained. 

A High Standard of Personal Appearance Is Expected of All Students at All Times 

Years 7 -10 

Skirt 

 Navy blue with back vent or navy blue with all round pleats. 

 Material containing a polyester and viscose mix has been selected. 

 Fitted and/or Lycra skirts are NOT allowed. 

 Skirt should be no less than 5cm above the knee (a good test is to kneel with a 90
o
 bend at the knee and the 

skirt should be close and level with the floor). 

Jewellery and accessories 

 With the exception of PE and some practical lessons, girls may wear a flat signet ring, wrist watch and ONE 

small plain stud in the lobe of each ear (all non-hazardous).  

 One item of discreet devotional jewellery is also allowed but it must not be visible. 

 Piercings are NOT permitted. 

 Bracelets are not permitted including the wearing of hairbands on the wrist. 

Make-up 

 Girls are not allowed to wear make-up in Years 7, 8 and 9 and discreet foundation only from Year 10. 

 Girls are not allowed to wear nail varnish or any form of false nails. 

Hair 

Hair colour must be natural and style must be appropriate (at discretion of the school) for school (no unnatural          

highlights or multi tone colouring). Hair bands, if worn, must be plain blue or black.  Hair clips should be natural,        

metallic or blue/black. Religious headscarves must be blue or black (Hijabs). 

TEACHER TRAINING  

Bishop Challoner Teaching School Alliance have 

teacher training places available for a September 

2017 start in many secondary subjects as well as in 

Primary (general) and Primary (PE Specialism), 

across Birmingham and    beyond.  

Bishop Challoner Teaching School Alliance are             

holding a number of ‘Train To Teach’ Information 

events - for dates  and more details about these 

events visit www.bctsa.org or to book a place please 

email teaching school@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk 

WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPH 

Order packs were sent home before the Easter Break 

for the whole school photograph. If you have not   

received a pack please contact Andrea Law -                 

0121 675 1305.  

THE DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS 7TH MAY.  

Please note ALL orders must be made online or via 

the post as per instructions in the order pack. Orders            

CANNOT be placed through school. 


