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Dear Parent/Carer, 

What an amazingly positive start to the year we made as our GCSE results 

smashed all time records. The performance tables out last week put KNGS in the 

top three of any school in the region including the local grammars, for our 

progress from KS2. 96.4% of students gained a grade 4 (grade C) or above in 

English! That is a stunning achievement which we should all be very proud of 

gaining together. I cannot over emphasise how important your support is, of your 

child and the school, in bringing about not just great outcomes but also the very 

tangible ethos of community and care which is the hallmark of KNGS. 

Our Sixth Form has got off to a great start with Tara and Toby our Head Girl and 

Head Boy taking a very strong lead and already  making a very significant impact. 

A recent survey of Year 12 said that they felt very welcomed into the Sixth Form 

and we can tell that they are settling in well and rising to the challenge of their A 

Level studies. The Sixth Form continues to grow in popularity and I am pleased to note we now have 39 boys 

studying their A Levels here. 

No matter how stretched for time or whatever the pressures, the keenness to offer that bit more is ever present as 

you will note from reading this newsletter. Please make sure your chid is taking every opportunity to get involved. 

Every best wish for a successful year. 

 

Gill Fox - Headteacher 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

§ Thursday 9
th
 November ï Year 11 Parents Evening, 3.30pm - 6pm  

§ Wednesday 15
th
 November ï óMeet the Sixth Formô & Careers Event (open to all prospective internal & 

external students), 3.30pm - 5.30pm 

§ Thursday 23
rd
 November ï GCSE Certificate Presentation, 9am - 11am LATE START FOR STUDENTS, 

11am ARRIVAL 

§ Thursday 23
rd 
 November ï Sixth Form Parents Evening, 4pm - 6pm  

§ Friday 24
th 
November - Staff Training Day - SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL STUDENTS  

§ Monday 4
th 

- Friday 8
th
 December - Year 11 Mock Exams   

§ Monday 11
th 

- Friday 15
h
 December - Sixth Form Formal Assessments  

§ Monday 18th December - Christmas Concert, 7pm 

§ Friday 22
nd
 December ï last day of term - EARLY CLOSURE FOR ALL STUDENTS, 12.20pm FINISH 

§ Friday 22nd December ï A Level Certificate Presentation, 1pm - 2.30pm 

EXTRA CURRICULAR TIMETABLE  

A timetable of extra curricular  activities for the school year is available on the school website at                        
www.kngs.co.uk/extra-curricular. 

http://www.kngs.co.uk/Extra-Curricular
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EVENTS, TRIPS & CLUBS 

ARTS FACULTY SHINE  

Summer Showcase & Music Tour  

The summer term of 2017 was one to remember for the Arts Faculty.  

The music department collaborated in a performance project with St. Francis School Year 5 students. They 

visited every week for one half term and performed at the summer showcase matinee in front of an audience of other 

primary school children. 

The Arts Faculty Summer Showcase proved to be very popular with students, teachers and parents alike. It was a 

real representation of the talented and hard working students that 

aspire to achieve in the arts and everyone involved should be very 

proud of themselves. 

The collaboration with KNBS music department is still going strong 

and in July we took 80 students to Paris on a whistle-stop 4 day 

concert tour. The weather was beautiful the entire time and as the 

majority of our concerts were outdoors this was fantastic. We 

played in a beautiful picturesque park in the centre of Paris and 

also on the youth arts Disney Stage in Euro Disney.   

Of course the students and staff took full advantage of exploring 

the park afterwards! Thank you again to all involved especially to 

those staff who took time away from their busy 

schedule to organise it, and of course to the parents 

for supporting the trip.  

 

We are planning another fantastic music tour for 2018 and 

information will be available shortly. 

Following the receipt of a number of complaints from our local residents, St Josephôs and other road users, please 

can we firmly ask all parents/carers who drop off and pick up students to park considerately and pay attention to the 

road markings around the school gates.  

Please can we ask that you DO NOT stop or park/wait on the zig zag lines or pull onto the school drive. 

These road marking are in place to safeguard students and it is an offence to park on them.  

Please can we ask that you also park with consideration for our neighbours by not blocking their driveways or ac-

cess to their properties. We would also ask you to not use the driveway of St Josephôs Primary School to re-

verse or turn around.  

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING PARKING 
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COCOMAD 

KNGS Take Part in Community Festival  

KNGS were thrilled to be part of CoCoMAD once again this 

year, with the school hosting a stall at the annual Cotteridge 

Park Community Music, Art and Dance Festival.  

The stall, which the students help to run on the day, promoted 

the school and also had a number of items for sale - all of 

which had been made by the students. Year 8 students 

worked alongside Mrs Walsh, Ms Townsend and Miss Welch 

to make delicious lemon drizzle muffins during their Food and 

Nutrition lessons 

and the Ceramics 

Club worked with Mrs Everson and Ms Wilcox to design and make a range 

of beautiful hanging ceramics and plant pot markers. Students in the 

Learning Hub also worked alongside Mrs Edwards to create a range of 

greetings cards and bookmarks to sell too.  

A massive well done and thank you to all the students that helped both 

making items to sell and to those that attended on the day to help out. A 

total of Ã170 was raised which will go into School Fund. 

 

BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL GARDENS  

Year 9 Geography Field Trip  

On Monday 11
th
 July, 67 Year 9 geographers ventured to the  

Birmingham Botanical Gardens. There were 3 classes who 

were all on a different timetable of activities. One of the                 

activities involved a taught classroom session on rainforests. 

The girls learnt all about their location, climatic conditions and 

the wide variety of uses of the rainforest. The girlsô particularly 

enjoyed the tactile session, getting to know and actively learn 

about various ways that rainforests are used by man from rare 

spices to previously unknown unusual medicines. The girls also 

enjoyed independently finding out and mapping the other 3    

biomes found in their glass houses.  We were blessed with 

good weather on the day and the girls enjoyed a picnic together 

on the green outside. The views were lovely and it added to the 

enjoyment of the day.  

              

After lunch, to develop map skills needed for GCSE               

geography, the girls competed in the Botanical Gardenôs 

orienteering. The first group back were deserved winners 

and to end the day the group looked at the butterfly               

exhibition, focusing on animal adaptations. The girls were 

a credit to the school, which the Botanical Gardens wrote 

to tell us. Now in Year 10, the groups have laid             

foundations to begin their academic journey at geography 

GCSE. A great day was had by staff and students alike; 

thank you to the staff that supported and to the girls for 

representing the school with such maturity.  

Mrs Warwood  
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YEAR 8 RESIDENTIAL TRIP 

Pioneer Centre, Shropshire  

The Pioneer trip was an amazing success! Year 8 students were able to take part in a range of activities which really 

pushed them beyond their comfort zonesé and they took part with such confidence and determination. They had 

challenges in which they had to think óoutside the boxô and really committed to their choices. We were in awe of the 

level of support they gave each other and their resilience was beyond expectations.  

The Pioneer staff were very 

impressed with our 

students and commented 

on their exceptional 

behaviour. They 

demonstrated 

independence and working 

as part of a team with ease.  

Staff thoroughly enjoyed 

their time at the Pioneer 

tooéMr Willis took his 

drone and captured 

amazing images from way 

up high! We are very proud 

of our students and have 

certainly been honoured to 

be part of their experiences 

and forming life long 

memories. 

WHAT LIES BENEATH 

Year 7 Science Club  

As part of the extra curricular activities in Science the Year 7 Science 

club, along with some of the newly appointed Science ambassadors 

studied the life in the school ponds and used the organisms that we 

found as living indicators to assess the health of our school ponds.   

Year 7 students arrived on an overcast July afternoon in Sc4 where 

Miss Crewe and Mrs Parmer 

were waiting to take them out 

to the ponds and wildlife   

gardens. The ponds were 

created in 1996 and have 

been a haven for wildlife ever 

since. The girls were assisted 

by our wonderful new               

ambassadors as they took 

nets and scooped out          

animals and plants to              

examine in the lab. The girls 

were extremely curious and found all manner of life in our ponds, the               

organisms were all returned to the ponds unharmed.  

 

Science Clubs run throughout the year and all Year 7ôs                       

are welcome to apply to attend. 
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HARRY POTTER STUDIO TOUR  

Magical School Trip for Year 8 

Year 8 visited the Harry Potter Studio Tour in                  

September where they tasted butter beer, learnt film 

secrets about Hogwarts and looked at costumes used 

in the film franchise. All of the students had a magical 

time. Mischief managed!  

Miss Walker 

AUTHOR VISIT  

Year 7 Meet Robin Stevens 

On Friday 6th October 2017 we were invited to take eleven Year 7 pupils to see the author 

Robin Stevens.  She has written numerous novels including the very popular Murder Most 

Unladylike Series and The Guggenheim Mystery, the sequel to Siobhan Dowd's The London 

Eye Mystery.  It was a very entertaining afternoon and the pupils stated afterwards that 'it was 

really fun', 'Robin Stevens was really nice' and that they had 'thoroughly enjoyed the visit to 

see Robin Stevens.  She is a very inspiring person'. The girls were also able to purchase a 

copy of her books and have them personally signed by Robin.     

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES  

Activities Run by MFL Ambassadors  

KNGS celebrated the European Day of Languages on 26th September with a range of activities run by our excellent 

team of Modern Language Ambassadors. The ambassadors made and sold cakes decorated with different                

European flags and also organised a óguess the foodô activity, where volunteers were blind-folded and had to guess 

which European food they were tasting. Specialities such as camembert and mozzarella were on offer and this              

enabled students who may never have previously tasted these foods to know what the flavours were and make an                      

association with the country. 

Quizzes were also completed by a number of students in French, German and Spanish to give them the opportunity 

to win a certificate. Finally a óJust Danceô competition was run by other members of our Modern Language                       

Ambassador team. This entailed students listening to European music and watching the dancing to learn how to 

dance in that style. 

The event attracted almost 50 students from within the school and its success was due to the commitment of our 

Modern Language Ambassadors and the students who attended. Well done, everyone! 

BIRMINGHAM ART GALLARIES TRIP  

Year 11 Visit 

On Friday 6
th
 October, 36 Year 11 Art students visited                   

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery and the IKON                 

gallery.  

They enjoyed seeing a diverse range of work from the Pre

-Raphaelite Brotherhood at BMAG through to Kªthe              

Kollwitz at the IKON, providing a great deal of inspiration 

for their own work. The girls were a credit to the school 

and a pleasure to take. A special thank you goes to Mrs 

Holbeche and Miss Randell for their help and support. Mrs Everson  


