
BOULOGNE TRIP - SEPTEMBER 2017 

In September the Year 

13 French group had the 

opportunity to go to 

Boulogne with the Year 

8 French groups. It was 

really nice to revisit 

Boulogne, as most of us 

had gone on the trip 

before. This trip proved 

to be invaluable, as we 

all got the opportunity 

to speak French with 

natives, which improved 

our speaking skills as 

well as our confidence. 

On the trip we also got 

the opportunity to work on our individual research projects using the resources available at 

the local library. It was really enjoyable and we all valued the memories we made and the 

experiences we had on this trip.  

Kansah Asif (Y13) 

GERMAN EXCHANGE 2017 

After an exciting arrival with banners 

and balloons at Kings Norton train 

station, we were all looking forward 

to an exciting week with our German 

exchange partners. The weeklong 

trip was jam-packed: our partners 

accompanied us to school and joined 

in with our lessons to help improve 

their understanding of English 

language and culture, there was a 

trip to Cadbury world, a tour around 

Bourneville and a buffet lunch and 

we had the evenings to spend with our partners. On Friday, we all took the train to Stratford 

for a day trip. There was no need for a tour guide as the KNGS students had prepared 

excellent mini presentations on different tourist hotspots around Shakespeare’s birthplace 

and we even received a presentation from an expert on all things Shakespeare at the 

Shakespeare’s Birthplace Museum, followed by special performances of our favourite 

Shakespeare scenes in the gardens – a few of us even got the chance to join in with the 



actors! The rest of the weekend was spent with our partners, then a sad goodbye at the 

airport on Sunday, not too sad though, as we were all excited for reuniting in Melle in the 

New Year. We all had such a wonderful week, the German exchange is such a wonderful 

opportunity to make new friendships as well as develop your German – roll on March! 

Niamh O’Neil (Y13) 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY TRIP – LONDON 

On the 17th of November, a group of Year 12 and 13 photography and art students went on 

a trip to London, which is held every year. We started at the Tate and worked our way up to 

the Saatchi Gallery, which was brilliant. The artist could walk around and look at paintings, 

whilst the photographers look at photographs. I especially loved the national portrait 

gallery, as every year, it holds the entries for ‘The Taylor Wessing Portrait Prize’; this is 

where we can write down any potential photographers to research. I think it’s nice to get a 

break from school, spend time with your classmates, and gain some inspiration from a range 

of artists and photographers. Apart from the coach journey, we have the freedom to walk 

around London and soak in the atmosphere, which is useful for the photographers, as it is a 

great chance to get a photoshoot done for your coursework. You can also talk to your 

classmates about the work that they enjoyed and have a laugh at some of the work which 

might not take your fancy. I love London as a city, because it offers more than Birmingham, 

in terms of galleries and exhibitions. The work that is shown in London is of high quality, and 

it would be a real shame if you missed it. 

Claire Angus (Y13) 

 

Year 13 English Language and Literature Gatsby Trip 

My class of Year 13 English Language and Literature students have recently enjoyed a trip to 

The Crescent Theatre to view a phenomenal performance of The Great Gatsby, a novel that 

we study as a part of our A Level course.  The night was full of laughs, surprises and 

amazement. Mostly due to the wonderful performance supplied by the enthralling and 

dedicated actors, who replicated the novel in such a way, that it has really refined our 

insightful class discussions. The Theatre itself is a warm hub of creativity and anticipation for 

the night ahead and as we excitedly took our front row seats, the impressive set and 

grandeur of the room exceeded all expectations. A particular, and unforgettable, highlight 

of the night was when a pivotal moment of the play came as such a surprise that a number 

of students almost jumped from their seats causing their popcorn to fly….everywhere.  

Ezrina McIntyre (Y13) 

 


