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Halima: Coming from an Art background at GCSE when I approached my first AS Textiles 
project ‘Growth and Decay’ I felt it was important to use the skills I had learnt, which 

included drawing and painting from first-hand resources to record visual information. This 
way of working has fed itself through my textiles and art to this day. Through my A Level 

Textiles course I was able to embrace the notion that textiles has much more to offer than 
making clothes; it is about working with materials and surfaces sculpturally to discover 
endless possibilities to explore.  

As artists we should embrace the sensuous experience, especially within the context of 

research in textiles. It is not only about how things look but also the way the feel, smell, sit or 
can be handled. Each of these qualities can provide such rich information about texture, 

shape, form, colour and structure to inspire work.  

With the title ‘Growth and Decay’, the main thing that struck me was the concept that fungi 
grows as a process of decay and degeneration. I went looking around forests and outdoor 

areas to find examples of fungi in the natural setting. The tremendous scale, smell and slime 
that I often saw growing around these forms – observations I could not have made through 
photographs – inspired my work greatly as I experimented with material qualities. Within my 

‘Armour’ project (see further below), I also drew a connection with natural forms and 
insects, where some of the repetitive and layered protective shapes were similar in these two 

entirely separate structures.  

 

  



 

 



  





The enlarged details of the AS Textiles final piece illustrate Halima’s high level of craftsmanship; the 

skilful manipulation of media and careful integration of shape, texture, surface and colour. Working 

with undulating stitched and torn paper, organic forms emerge from painted and drawn marks; 

fabric is cut, slashed, folded and moulded into shapes that are born from the mushrooms analysed in 

the early phase of the project. 

 



  



 

The idea of working from first-hand resources doesn’t need to be limited to subjects to draw from. 

Within my work, observing and taking note of processes and the way in which things happen every 

day helped to widen my perspective. I believe there is a beauty in taking something ordinary and 

often unnoticed and being able to comment on it, transforming it to make it important and notable.   



  



 



  



 

 


