KNGS Community Newsletter 26th June 2020
Message from our Headteacher
It has been fantastic to welcome students from Year 10 and 12 back to school over the past two
weeks and a real pleasure to see teaching and learning happening in the classrooms as well as
virtually. Having increased numbers of students in school to our allowed capacity, you will be
pleased to know that our organisation and plans to maintain social distancing and increased
hygiene measures worked very well.
Wednesday should have been sports day so, as the weather was amazing, our key worker children
competed for the rest of the school. Congratulations to Sharman for winning first place. Thank you
to Mrs Currie and Mrs Edwards for organising and running this event – you will see some pictures
further on in the newsletter.
You will be pleased to know that for those students who have been receiving Free School Meal
vouchers over lockdown a very similar voucher scheme will be running over the summer holidays.
School will manage this process and vouchers will be received by parents and carers in the same
way as they have over the past few months.
Over the next week or two we eagerly await guidance from the government regarding September
and the plans for students return to school. Once we have received this guidance, I will update you
of our plans.
Best wishes Mrs Raggett

Communication
Please can we ask that all students check their school emails each day on Monday to Friday.

What are our KNGS community up to?
Izzy Davies (K8) has been using her creative and design skills by making her
own home-made t-shirt in response to the current situation relating to Black
Lives Matter. She ordered a t shirt and fabric paint and has created her own
statement!

Congratulations to Ellie
Wheelwright (K2) on
working on her computer
science iDEA badge and as a
result achieving her Bronze
iDEA Award!

Isobel Hankin (S7) has been busy
being creative and has made this
beautiful sock doll

Check out all these gorgeous badges created and made
by Miss Rickard!! Miss Rickard has made hundreds of
badges using real flowers and leaves, pressed and dried.
In addition she has added stripes and circles and swirls
to her designs too.

Mrs Bi shared with us last week
that she had been transformed by
reading this amazing book – ‘The
Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the
Horse’ by Charlie Mackesy.
Mrs Bi was particularly moved by
the magical illustrations and
moving words which resonate with
all of the readers and promised to
share some of her favorites bits
with us in each newsletter – here is
this weeks:

Newest addition to the Abelson
household: Fred the Wirehaired
Dachshund.
This week Mr Abelson got his
adorable 8 week old dachshund puppy
called Fred.
He seems to like Mr Abelson,
especially when eating him!

Lockdown Sports Day
We should have held our Sports Day this week which is always a fun filled event – so in true KNGS
spirit the Key Worker students in school on Wednesday got into the spirit of things and had their
own mini sports day – representing each of the four Houses on behalf of the school!

Well done to Sharman House on taking first
place, followed by Nightingale in second place
and Keller and Goodall in joint third.
A huge thank you to Mrs Currie for organising
and to Mrs Edwards for keeping a tally of the
points and providing the prizes for Sharman!

Art – Year 7 Insect Project
I have had some lovely work in response to the Year 7 Insect project for Art and so thought I would
share – can’t wait to see more!
Mrs Everson

Sofia Trujillo (K1)

Lily Mole (N2)

Tiffany Flynn (K3)

The 2.6 Challenge in the KNGS Community
Charities need our help
It has been fantastic hearing from you over the last few weeks
about how you have been getting involved in the 2.6
Challenge and supporting charities! Please keep sharing…
https://www.twopointsixchallenge.co.uk/getinvolved.html

Well done to Miriam Shpanin (K2) and her sister for their fundraising:
“During lockdown me and my family have been on countless local walks. As time went on we saw
more and more litter everywhere. A few weeks ago, we decided to buy litter picks and we have
been going on litter picking walks. It’s amazing what you can find.
I decided with my sister to take part in the 2.6 challenge. We are collecting 26 bags of litter in 2
weeks and raising money for the Trussell Trust. So far we have raised a £100.”
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/miriams-and-saras-26-challenge

Help KNGS Win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for the
Learning Hub
The National Book Tokens prize draw is back! National Book Tokens are
giving one lucky school £5,000 of National Book Tokens to spend on
books for their library, enough to buy hundreds of books when schools
reopen.
Visit www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools to nominate KNGS - the
more nominations we receive, the greater the chance we have of
winning! Nominations are open until 31 July 2020.

CoCoMAD 2020 is back – but because we can’t all be
together in the park we’re creating a DIY festival for
your home or garden for Saturday 4th July.
We’re thrilled to announce that we have received
support from the Arts Council and the National
Lottery Community Fund to ensure none of us have a
CoCoMAD-free year.
Although it won’t be quite the same as dancing in a field with your friends, family and neighbours,
we’ll have all your favourite music, art, science, circus and dance available to stream, plus a virtual
market place.
Further Information on how you can get involved can be found at:
https://cotteridgepark.org.uk/cocomad/

Life in Lockdown for Young People
A writing competition for all students aged 7-17.
This is your opportunity to write about your lockdown experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th
of July, you can submit a piece of writing about what life has been like in lockdown and during the
coronavirus.
This could be a personal experience, a poem, or a creative story. All of you will have had a unique
experience that is only yours, and only you can capture it in words.
Your entry should be 700 words or under and you should submit in your age category.
Your work will then be read by a published author, who will then pick out the five best entries from
your age group. These entries will then be included in a book published by John Catt Educational
called ‘Generation Lockdown Writes.’
There will also be a range of other prizes for the winning entries, and a special celebratory book
launch where you will have the opportunity to meet the authors.
All the money raised from the book will go to The BookTrust charity. This is an amazing charity
which supports families and young people all over the UK to get involved in reading. We are hoping
to raise thousands of pounds for them through the sales of the book.
This is your opportunity to contribute to a project that is all about your voice, feelings and view on
the events that have impacted on so many.
Can you imagine what it would feel like to have your work and name in a published book? Think
how special it would be to have your writing read by one of the UK’s biggest authors!
You have nothing to lose: it is time for Generation Lockdown to write.
To submit your entries or to get some hints and tips on your writing please visit:
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/ Entries close 17th July 2020

School Closure Competitions:
If you are looking for additional activities to occupy yourself, why not take a look at these
competitions and win some prizes?
The links are also available in the Student Emergency Closure Folder under English and then
Optional extra competitions and activities.
Good Luck!!
•

•
•

•

Mrs Edwards

Black British History School Competition – deadline 30th September 2020 –
Two categories: Under 16 and 16-25 year olds:
https://www.100greatblackbritons.co.uk/competition.html
Food & Heroes – Young Food Writer of the Year – deadline 30 June 2020 – Two categories
ages 11-14 and ages 15-18: https://theweekjunior.co.uk/foodandheroes
Into Film and Puffin – deadline 3rd August 2020 – 7 -12 year olds:
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/puffin-big-dreams-on-screencompetition
The HG Wells Short Story Competition – deadline 6th July 2020 – Aged 21 and under:
https://hgwellscompetition.com/?v=79cba1185463

The Stephen Spender Prize 2020
Translate into English any poem from any language –
ranging from Arabic to Uzbek, from Danish to Somali and
win cash prizes!

You are warmly invited to enter the Stephen
Spender Prize for poetry in translation, with
categories for young people (14-and-under, 16-andunder, and 18-and-under) as well as an open category for adults. All entrants must be UK or Irish
citizens or residents, or pupils at a British School overseas.
Closing date: 17 July 2020. Full details can be found at: http://www.stephenspender.org/spender_prize.html

Continuing Learning
Please continue to access yours school learning materials through StudentShare.
Details of free learning resources for all ages are updated frequently and can be found at

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education

Updated Privacy Notices
We have updated our school Privacy Notices for Parents and Students – the new versions can be
found below:
Updated Privacy Notice for Parents
Updated Privacy Notice for Students
Copies of these documents can also be found on our website: https://www.kngs.co.uk/closureinformation-introduction/letters-key-emails/

Support for Parents & Carers from GOV.UK
The latest information, guidance and support from the GOV.UK for parents & carers who are learning from
home can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-

coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=05ba296c-dbb5-474d-9b57ea5063399c1f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_content=immediate

Stay safe during the Coronavirus outbreak

Advice on keeping good
mental health:
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mindmatters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-athome-tips/

Government advice:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/covid-19-guidance-on-supportingchildren-and-young-peoples-mentalhealth-andwellbeing?utm_source=198a9e75-a4184442-91027c714bd37c3c&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=govuknotifications&utm_content=immediate

Bereavement Helpline
The Bereavement Helpline is available in Birmingham and Solihull five days a week
https://www.bvsc.org/news/bereavement-helpline-available-birmingham-and-solihull-five-daysweek
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, we are facing a tragic loss of life, often under very difficult
circumstances. Being in ‘lockdown’ is tough, but for those who have lost a friend or loved one
during this time, it can be even harder.
To help support those who feel isolated and are suffering as a result of a loss, a new bereavement
helpline is now available to people in Birmingham and Solihull, five days a week.
Dr Angela Brady, Deputy Chief Medical Officer at NHS Birmingham and Solihull Clinical
Commissioning Group, said: “Losing a loved one is always difficult, but for those who live alone or
are cut off from their usual support network, it can be extremely difficult.
“It is important to remember that taking care of our mental and emotional wellbeing during the
pandemic is just as important as our physical health. Being able to talk to someone in a time of
need can help alleviate some of the stress and grief that comes with losing a relative or friend.”
If you are in need of support, there is help available. Please call 0121 687 8010.
The opening hours for the telephone support are:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9am-5pm
Tuesday, Thursday: 9am-8pm
Saturday and Sunday: 12pm-5pm (from 1 June 2020)

KOOTH
https://www.kooth.com/ is your online mental wellbeing community. Access free, safe and
anonymous support.

SEND & Wellbeing for the Community
https://www.bhamcommunity.nhs.uk/patients-public/children-and-young-people/covid-19-info/

To book onto the session on the 30 th June mentioned above please visit:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/year-11-drop-in-for-parents-tickets110764242832

