
   

  

 
12th June 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers  
 
I would like to start by offering my very best wishes to you and your families and to thank you for the 
emails of support. A few parents have also asked some very valuable questions and, although I am 
doing my best to respond directly to these, I considered a wider sharing of our plans and thinking 
around provision at all key stages to the end of term may be useful for all parents and carers.  
 
We are all working and living in a rapidly changing environment and I would like to assure you that 
all staff, teaching and support are working hard to provide your children with the best possible 
learning and welfare support we can, for all students, in all situations. You may not be aware but 
government guidance has in all cases been outlined in Downing Street briefings in the first instance. 
Further guidance is then made available to schools, this is often up to a week or more later than 
initial announcements. 
 
In this letter I will outline the current and future provision for all students. Any future plans are of 
course subject to change based on the Government guidance; the safety of students and staff 
remains paramount.  
 
Children of key workers and vulnerable children  
School has been open every day with the exception of weekends and bank holidays since lock down 
for the children of key workers and vulnerable children. The students have been accessing the same 
online work and Microsoft Teams lessons as other students with some additional interaction in the 
afternoons which reflects the teaching staff expertise.  
We are welcoming an increasing number of these students into school. If you are a key worker and 
your child now needs to attend school please contact the school office to make arrangements; 
attendance must be prearranged to ensure we have sufficient staffing levels.   
 
Form tutor communication with home 
Following guidance on best practice, form tutors have been contacting their tutees fortnightly mainly 
by phone, sometimes by email. These conversations have had several benefits. We have been able 
to identify quickly and address any pastoral and academic needs either directly or by signposting to 
external organisations. We have been able to support more practically in signposting parents and 
carers to effective financial support, and we feel really privileged as a school that those parents and 
carers have felt comfortable to ask for our help and advice. We have been able to identify 
safeguarding needs of students and have been working with external agencies and carrying out 
home visits for students where we have needed to so that we know all our students are safe.  We 
have been able to begin to monitor engagement in school work, and identify where students may 
need additional support.  
 
Tutor time 
In the last few weeks of term we are planning to get our tutor groups back together via Microsoft 
Teams. A timetable for these sessions will be sent out to students nearer the time.  
 
 
 



   

  

Online work and work posted home  
To date, the majority of work set for students has been accessed via student share for all key 
stages. Teaching staff have rewritten their learning materials and curriculum over the past 12 weeks 
to ensure that this work is accessible to students in this format.  For those students that can’t access 
the internet or don’t have a device to enable them, work has been posted home. Again, this work 
has been adapted to enable access for those students.  
I have been asked on a couple of occasions as to why we don’t  just teach more lessons on 
Microsoft teams, like some private schools,  there are several reasons for this: 

• Excessive screen time for students is not good for them.  We have been using Microsoft 
teams, mainly with year 12 to date, and where we intend to increase this across other year 
groups, this will be to supplement, not replace the work to be completed in other formats.  

• The majority of our students do not have sole access to a laptop or PC.  

• Staff teaching, planning and delivering a full Microsoft Teams timetable would not have the 
capacity to plan work for posting and to do untimetabled online work  as well. 
  

Opening for 25% of year 10 and 12  
The government’s original plan was for schools to open on the 1st June for 25% of year 10 and 12 
students, in addition to the children of key workers and vulnerable students; KNGS were ready for 
this. The risk assessment, amended home school agreement and letters to year 10 and 12 are 
available for all to read on our website and were originally sent to parents and carers on 21st May.  
The government changed the date to the 15th June for a wider return for years 10 and 12, which we 
are looking forward to next week. The maximum number allowed in school at any one time is 25% of 
the combined total of these two year groups. Primary schools have been able to welcome years in 
reception, 1, and 6 since the 1st June. No secondary school should have opened to years 10 and 12 
prior to the 15th June.  
 
Our plans moving forward 
The provision we have provided to date has been continuously reviewed and amended. We have 
learnt a lot and continue to develop our blended and remote learning approach for all students.  This 
learning and development continues and will be beneficial should we need it in September as well. 
From the outside it may sometimes appear as if changes are slow, but I assure you that our 
approach has been very deliberate and carefully thought through.  
 
Key stage 3  
We are very aware that KS3 students have been working independently on their remote learning 
resources. Thank you to those students for their diligent work and to the parents and carers who 
have supported them. KS3 will not be in school before September but we appreciate that we need 
some face to face contact and feedback for these students before September. 
From the 22nd June, students in year 7, 8, and 9 will be asked to send a piece of work to each of 
their subject teachers, this may be a specific piece of work or a piece of the child’s choice; their 
teacher will let them know what is required. This work will receive either direct feedback or feedback 
in a whole class setting. It’s an opportunity for us to rightly acknowledge and praise our younger 
students. 
From the 29th June until the 17th July, KS3 students will have a timetable of some Microsoft Teams 
sessions which will supplement their remote learning. Students will be sent a timetable 
for these sessions at the end of next week. Teachers will then send students an 



   

  

invitation to join their subject session via Microsoft Teams, this can then be accessed via the 
calendar or email. Communication will be sent via email to inform students of the subjects and times 
that Microsoft Teams sessions are available for them. A help sheet will be sent to students via email 
and saved in StudentShare. This will give instructions on how to access Microsoft Teams, how to 
join a meeting and how to use the chat and assignment functions. 
Guidelines for the protocols of online working are given in full in the safeguarding information on the 
‘School Closure Information’ website page. A short summary of protocols are given as a reminder 
for students on their first Microsoft Teams session. This includes muting the microphone until they 
want to talk; camera and backgrounds may be used if this does not interfere with the lesson. 
Individual teachers will give guidance on this. Other online working safety and behaviour guidelines 
follow the school’s safeguarding policy. 
 
Statutory reporting 
As you will be aware Interim Reviews for year 7 and 9 students were postponed due to the 
immediate emergency closure of KNGS on 20th March 2020.  It is a requirement for schools to report 

to parents and carers on the progress of students annually. As you will appreciate, although we are 
unable to report on the work completed whilst KNGS has been closed, we are able to report on the 

academic year up until 20th March 2020. These reports will be issued via the Parent App on the 3rd 
July. 
 
Year 10  
Year 10 students have now nearly all got access to a laptop. Unfortunately, we are still waiting for 
our DFE allocation announced several weeks ago (we have been allocated 15 laptops – we needed 
35). However, we are now in a position to provide more Microsoft Teams sessions for year 10 
students to supplement their remote learning.   
Year 10 Microsoft Teams lessons began on the 1st June with MFL and from the 2nd June English, 
science, maths, history and geography. These have now increased and will continue to increase and 
include option subjects as well as the core (science, English and maths). Year 10 and Year 12 have 
had information about their current sessions until Friday 26th June. A new timetable will be sent out 
later next week detailing sessions from 29th June to 17th July. Please encourage your child to attend 
these sessions.  
From the 16th June we are welcoming groups of year 10 back into school, initially for sessions in 
English, maths, science and humanities.  We will review this provision during that week and hope to 
expand to some  face to face support in the option subjects to supplement home learning from the 
29th June.  
 
KS5  
The majority of year 12 have engaged incredibly well with remote learning. We are really proud of 
them! Microsoft Teams lessons have been running successfully for most subjects and students 
since the beginning of lockdown, to supplement learning. Year 12 have had information about their 
current sessions until Friday 26th June. A new timetable will be sent out later next week detailing 
sessions from 29th June to 17th July. We are aware that remote learning has been difficult for some 
year 12 students, these students have been invited to work in school two days a week. They will be 
accessing the same learning provision as those at home. A letter sent to year 12 on the 11 th June is 
available on our website for all to access.  
 
 



   

  

 
September  
The short answer is I don’t know what the situation will be. We have learnt a lot over the past weeks 
which we can apply in September to provide excellent blended learning if we need to. When we 
have information, we will share it with you.  
 

Thank you for your support and patience over the past weeks and months. Rest assured, that as a 
school we are looking at ways to support students’ learning and progress over the longer term. We 
are confident that the measures that we will put in place will enable students to consolidate their 
learning and get back on track. This has been a uniquely challenging time for our school, and 

education more widely,  I am so proud of the way our staff, students and families have responded 
and am certain that, as we face the challenges of the coming months together, we will be an even 
stronger school community than we were all the way back in March!  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs N Raggett 
Headteacher  
 
 


