
 

 

Communication 
Please can we ask that all students check their school emails each day on Monday to Friday. 

 

What are our KNGS community up to? 
 

NHS Responders  

We have had a number of KNGS staff that signed up to be NHS Responders during lockdown – Mr 

Abelson and Mrs Currie have shared their experience with us:  

Back in March I signed up to be an NHS Responder. After a slow start, I have done a couple of 

shopping trips for isolating people, taken somebody to their hospital appointment and had a chat 

to someone who is living on their own and isolating until 3rd September! It's been very rewarding 

although I always jump when the rather piercing alert signal goes off!   Mr Abelson 

I have been an NHS community responder and check and chat volunteer since 

early April. This involves receiving alerts about people in my local community 

who are shielding or isolated and in need of support. I have been collecting 

prescriptions and carried out shopping for people as well as having some lovely 

conversations over the phone to check in on people and make sure they           

are okay. Most are over 70 years old or in the vulnerable category and it is 

lovely to be able to help a little.  Mrs Currie 
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Lola Irwin (G4) created this piece of 

artwork in response to 'Create an 

Insect' task – well done Lola it looks 

amazing! 

 



Mrs Bi has been sharing with us 

snippets from this amazing book – ‘The 

Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ 

by Charlie Mackesy.  

Mrs Bi was particularly moved by the 

magical illustrations and moving words 

which resonate with all of the readers 

and promised to share some of her 

favourite bits with us in each newsletter 

– here is one for this week:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equality and Diversity Student Group 

From September 2020 KNGS would like to have an Equality and Diversity Student Group; this would 

be a space for students (with an accompanying member of staff) to share, discuss and listen about 

matters relating to equality and diversity and help support the drive for change within the school 

community. This is an important part of our work towards equality and diversity and at KNGS we 

want all of our students to be educated on these matters, flourish and be heard and this group is 

part of that commitment.  

If you are interested in joining, keep an eye out for more details when they come out in 

September.  

Channel 4 recently broadcast a powerful and educational 

documentary 'The School That Tried to End Racism'. We're 

encouraging all members of our community to watch it and discuss 

your thoughts/feelings with your family & friends.  

 Ms Davies  



Year 8 Art  

Here's some examples of work from Year 8's who have been sending in some of their best pieces of work. 

Well done to everyone who has sent in work so far. 

 Mrs Everson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Textiles   

Some fantastic examples of this week’s Year 10 Textiles Home Learning Project: To create vintage encaustic 

wax label and tea bag samples. Well done.     Mrs Garcia 
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Gabrielle Meunier (G6) 

Belle Meara 

(N6) 

Matilda McGuigan (S2) 

Hannah Le Tissier 

(N6) 



History Ambassadors Needed 

• The History Department is looking for ambassadors to help 

within the History department.  

• History ambassadors help with special events such as Holocaust 

Memorial Day and Black History Month, open evenings, 

displays, events, and mentoring. 

• If you have a passion for the subject and would like to be more 

involved please send an email outlining why you would make a 

good ambassador for the subject. 

Please email your applications to: cthatcher@kngs.co.uk before the 

end of term (17th July). 

Ms Thatcher 
 

Geography Competition Results  

A few weeks ago the Geography Department set Year 8 a challenge to produce a collage depicting our city’s 

development over time.  We were blown away by the standard of entries and the thought and research that 

went into these marvellous creations. 

 A selection of the shortlisted Geography 

competition entries can be seen here:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the school’s emergency closure, the 

Geography Department have been really 

impressed by the standard of work that students 

in all year groups have been producing but we 

feel that Jess Parmar (K4) deserves special 

mention for her 

informative article on the 

urbanisation of 

Birmingham.  We’re sure 

you would agree, this 

article would look at home 

in any of the broadsheets!  

Geography Y8 Competition 

Winning Entry  

by Isabelle Voogt , N7   

We were so impressed with 

the many wonderful entries 

received but felt that this one 

by Isabelle stood out because 

of its simplicity and striking 

visual impact which, we felt, 

met the design brief perfectly.   

Well done Isabelle! 

mailto:cthatcher@kngs.co.uk


Summer Science Festival  

The Royal Society (of Science) is moving their Summer Science festival online! It is a FREE digital programme 

of talks, quizzes and videos celebrating cutting-edge and historic science. It will run from Monday 13th to 

Friday 17th July.  

Highlights include: 

Monday: The big family-friendly Summer Science quiz – join a host of famous scientists from 6pm  

Tuesday: Adventures in Antarctica – join Professor Eric Wolff on his field trip to Antarctica (3pm) 

Friday: Ask the SpaceXperts – a chance for you to quiz space experts in this live Q&A (2pm) 

 

Go to www.royalsociety.org/science-events-and-lectures/2020/summer-science-online for more 

information. 

Mrs Caswell and the Science Department 

 

 

 

Migration Museum have partnered with Spotify to create a playlist  
celebrating 72 years of the NHS to mark the announcement of our first 
major digital exhibition, Heart of the Nation: Migration and the Making 
of the NHS.  

 

From the weekly clap for our carers to the rainbows displayed in 
windows across the UK, Covid-19 has highlighted the importance of the 
NHS in all our lives and the invaluable contributions of people of all 
nationalities to this vital service. 
 
But this is not a new story. Migrants have played a key role in the NHS ever since its creation. 
 
Heart of the Nation is a new digital exhibition exploring the personal stories of people who have come to 
Britain to work for the health service over the past 72 years, ensuring that these stories live on long beyond 
lockdown. 
 
The playlist features a track for each of the NHS's 72 years, including songs shared with us by NHS workers 
who have contributed stories to our upcoming exhibition. Click here to listen to the playlist (opens in Spotify) 

 
Migration Museum are currently collecting stories and working on the exhibition and hope to launch it in 
September – and they’d love to hear from you. If you have a story to share, please email them at: 
heartofthenation@migrationmuseum.org. 

Top image features Nurses Eating Lunch, 1976 (© Peter Marlow), part of the 100 Images of Migration exhibition. 

http://www.royalsociety.org/science-events-and-lectures/2020/summer-science-online
https://migrationmuseum.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76b05330090128057e0cc54b6&id=63853935d7&e=fc7d95bdc1
https://migrationmuseum.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76b05330090128057e0cc54b6&id=63853935d7&e=fc7d95bdc1
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/37i9dQZF1DWY1rBZTAnkPo?si=1GdT9Tv4T2yX7NQbomVaDA&mc_cid=f55007b55e&mc_eid=fc7d95bdc1
mailto:heartofthenation@migrationmuseum.org
https://migrationmuseum.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76b05330090128057e0cc54b6&id=58dffb6ba2&e=fc7d95bdc1
https://migrationmuseum.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76b05330090128057e0cc54b6&id=4d662baae7&e=fc7d95bdc1


The 2.6 Challenge in the KNGS Community 

Charities need our help 
 

It has been fantastic hearing from you over the last few weeks 
about how you have been getting involved in the 2.6 
Challenge and supporting charities! Please keep sharing…  
 
https://www.twopointsixchallenge.co.uk/getinvolved.html 

 

Help KNGS Win £5,000 of National Book Tokens 

for the Learning Hub 

The National Book Tokens prize draw is back! National Book Tokens are 
giving one lucky school £5,000 of National Book Tokens to spend on 
books for their library, enough to buy hundreds of books when schools 
reopen.  

Visit www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools to nominate KNGS - the 
more nominations we receive, the greater the chance we have of 
winning!  Nominations are open until 31 July 2020. 

 

Life in Lockdown for Young People 

A writing competition for all students aged 7-17. 

This is your opportunity to write about your lockdown experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th 
of July, you can submit a piece of writing about what life has been like in lockdown and during the 
coronavirus.  

This could be a personal experience, a poem, or a creative story. All of you will have had a unique 
experience that is only yours, and only you can capture it in words. 

Your entry should be 700 words or under and you should submit in your age category. 

Your work will then be read by a published author, who will then pick out the five best entries from 
your age group. These entries will then be included in a book published by John Catt Educational 
called ‘Generation Lockdown Writes.’ 

There will also be a range of other prizes for the winning entries, and a special celebratory book 
launch where you will have the opportunity to meet the authors. 

All the money raised from the book will go to The BookTrust charity. This is an amazing charity 
which supports families and young people all over the UK to get involved in reading. We are hoping 
to raise thousands of pounds for them through the sales of the book. 

This is your opportunity to contribute to a project that is all about your voice, feelings and view on 
the events that have impacted on so many. 

https://www.twopointsixchallenge.co.uk/getinvolved.html
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools


Can you imagine what it would feel like to have your work and name in a published book? Think 
how special it would be to have your writing read by one of the UK’s biggest authors! 

You have nothing to lose: it is time for Generation Lockdown to write. 

To submit your entries or to get some hints and tips on your writing please visit: 
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/      Entries close midnight on 17th July 2020 

 

School Closure Competitions 

If you are looking for additional activities to occupy yourself, why not take a look at these 

competitions and win some prizes? 

The links are also available in the Student Emergency Closure Folder under English and then 

Optional extra competitions and activities.  Good Luck!!  

• Black British History School Competition – deadline 30th September 2020 – Two 

categories: Under 16 and 16-25 year olds: 

https://www.100greatblackbritons.co.uk/competition.html 

• Into Film and Puffin – deadline 3rd August 2020 – 7 -12 year olds: 

https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/puffin-big-dreams-on-screen-

competition 

 

The Stephen Spender Prize 2020 

Translate into English any poem from any language – ranging from 

Arabic to Uzbek, from Danish to Somali and win cash prizes! 

You are warmly invited to enter the Stephen Spender Prize for 
poetry in translation, with categories for young people (14-and-under, 16-and-under, and 18-and-
under) as well as an open category for adults. All entrants must be UK or Irish citizens or residents, 
or pupils at a British School overseas.  

Closing date: 17 July 2020. Full details can be found at: http://www.stephen-
spender.org/spender_prize.html 

 

Travel Survey 

Sustrans and Birmingham City Council are asking parents/guardians complete a 
survey that this will help then make the school run safer, easier and more 
sustainable.   

A link to the survey can be found at: https://sustrans.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/birmingham-schools-parent-survey 
and the deadline for their replies is Sunday 19th July. 

Every parent/guardian who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw to win a bike worth up to 

£400 including accessories. 

https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
https://www.100greatblackbritons.co.uk/competition.html
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/puffin-big-dreams-on-screen-competition
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/puffin-big-dreams-on-screen-competition
http://www.stephen-spender.org/spender_prize.html
http://www.stephen-spender.org/spender_prize.html
https://sustrans.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/birmingham-schools-parent-survey


Continuing Learning  
Please continue to access yours school learning materials through StudentShare.  

Details of free learning resources for all ages are updated frequently and can be found at: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-

resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education 

 

Support for Parents & Carers from GOV.UK 

The latest information, guidance and support from the GOV.UK for parents & carers who are learning from 

home can be found at:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-

coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=05ba296c-dbb5-474d-9b57-

ea5063399c1f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 

Stay safe during the Coronavirus                                                     

outbreak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bereavement Helpline  

The Bereavement Helpline is available in Birmingham                                                                                                   

and Solihull five days a week. 

https://www.bvsc.org/news/bereavement-helpline-available-birmingham-and-solihull-five-days-

week 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, we are facing a tragic loss of life, often under very difficult 

circumstances. Being in ‘lockdown’ is tough, but for those who have lost a friend or loved one 

during this time, it can be even harder. 

To help support those who feel isolated and are suffering as a result of a loss, a new bereavement 

helpline is now available to people in Birmingham and Solihull, five days a week. 

Advice on keeping good 

mental health: 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-

mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-

staying-at-home-tips/  

Government advice: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/public

ations/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-

mental-health-and-

wellbeing?utm_source=198a9e75-a418-

4442-9102-

7c714bd37c3c&utm_medium=email&ut

m_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 
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Dr Angela Brady, Deputy Chief Medical Officer at NHS Birmingham and Solihull Clinical 

Commissioning Group, said: “Losing a loved one is always difficult, but for those who live alone or 

are cut off from their usual support network, it can be extremely difficult. 

“It is important to remember that taking care of our mental and emotional wellbeing during the 

pandemic is just as important as our physical health. Being able to talk to someone in a time of 

need can help alleviate some of the stress and grief that comes with losing a relative or friend.” 

If you are in need of support, there is help available. Please call 0121 687 8010. 

The opening hours for the telephone support are: 

• Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9am-5pm 

• Tuesday, Thursday: 9am-8pm 

• Saturday and Sunday: 12pm-5pm (from 1 June 2020) 

 

SEND & Wellbeing for the Community  

KOOTH 
 

https://www.kooth.com/  is your online mental wellbeing community.  

Access free, safe and anonymous support. 

https://www.kooth.com/


https://www.bhamcommunity.nhs.uk/patients-public/children-and-young-people/covid-19-info/ 

https://www.bhamcommunity.nhs.uk/patients-public/children-and-young-people/covid-19-info/


 


