KNGS Community Newsletter 17th July 2020
Message from our Headteacher
I am writing this and reflecting on the last four months. A strange and challenging four months for many of
us in lots of different ways but also one that has led to some really positive outcomes as well. I am
exceptionally proud of all the staff and students in the way we have worked together to make sure that
students have continued to learn, make progress and are safe. I have seen some fantastic student work and
seen so many of our students’ independent learning, creativity and organisation skills flourish . The support
of parents, carers and governors has also been invaluable, thank you.
We have all developed our IT skills, many of us hadn’t heard of Microsoft Teams before lockdown or used
Microsoft Forms or collaborated on OneDrive, now we are experts (well sort of). These new skills will change
the way we work forever, save us time, improve communication and be used to enhance normal life.
There is always a feeling of comradery between staff at KNGS but over the last four months we have pulled
together to support each other and get to know each other even better. But for all the positives nothing is
the same as teaching and learning in a classroom and we are all ready for September and I can’t wait to
welcome our students back.
Have a happy and safe summer holiday.
Mrs Raggett

What are our KNGS community up to?
Congratulations Mrs Parmar & Family!
We are delighted to share that Mrs Parmar
gave birth to a baby girl on 1st July at 11:05,
weighing 7lb 5oz.
Both Mrs Parmar
and baby are doing
well. Big brother
Arjun is loving
having a younger
sister.

I have been growing some corn, chilli,
tomatoes and lettuce. This is from the
start of the growing experience to
today. This means 4 months of
growth. The longest one is the corn
which I am very proud of!
Chloe Slatford (N6)

Wow – take a look at all this amazing baking that Miriam Shpanin (K2) has done during Lockdown!

Lois Busby (N5) has shared her stunning textile work with us, a gorgeous sock puppet plus a mood board and
cushion cover inspired by the Alice in Wonderland theme – well done Lois!

Head of RS Mr Ahmedi was asked by Oxford University Press to write an article for their Education Blog
about the impact of the lockdown on students and ways teachers are preparing for a full reopening in
September. You can read this at: https://educationblog.oup.com/secondary/getting-back-to-the-classroom
In addition, Mr Ahmedi applied to join the new executive board of NATRE (National Association of Teachers
of RE) and was successful. This is the largest professional body for RE in the country with several t housands
of primary and secondary RE teachers as members. This is an influential role that supports the teaching of RE
through organising events, running training and creating resources. Mr Ahmedi will take up this role
alongside his teaching at KNGS – well done Mr Ahmedi.

Head Student
Over the past three weeks, a number of Year 12’s have been applying for the roles of Head Student. This is a
prestigious but demanding post, which requires excellent public speaking, organisational and leadership
skills. The Head Students act as the voice of the student body within the school and in the wider community,
championing the values of Kings Norton Girls' School & Sixth Form. This year, there were a record number of
applicants for the role and the standard was extremely high. 13 students were put forward for an interview
with Mr Charlett, Ms Ledwidge and Mr Houston. All the students were a credit to themselves, which made
the decision of who to progress very difficult. Before the end of the week, 8 students will b e notified that
they have reached the final stage of the selection process: a vote. The applicants will record a presentation
and the student body will vote on who they would like to be their Head Students for 2020-21.

Food & Nutrition – KS3 Best Piece of Work
Katie Windle (N8)

Miriam Shpanin (K2)

Emma O’Neill (N2)

Megan Forrester (N4)

Millicent Smith (K3)

Duke of Edinburgh
Well done to our current D of E students –
we have just received out Volunteer Hour
Certificate for 2020. 24 students from KNGS
gave 312 hours of their time volunteering in
charity shops, Sunday schools, sports
leadership through to supporting elderly
neighbours and siblings through lockdown.
Across the Central England region, an
incredible 596,804 hours of volunteering
have been carried out by participants. This
has provided £2,596,097 worth of social
value back into local communities across
the region.
Well done everybody!
Mr Willis

What We Learnt in Lockdown
Home learning during lockdown has been different but yet a new
experience having a classroom in your own home. Learning for my
grandchildren took place in the front room, where they would
complete online tasks provided by the school teacher. However,
some tasks were challenging for parents/family who had to play the
role of the teacher. This meant researching to make sure accurate
information is given by the adult to the child.
After school religious teachings took place within the home, not in
the usual place like a mosque or other outside venue. The
teacher(imam) would recite the Arabic words for the students to
practice at home using voice recorder on wats app. This would be
assessed a couple times during the week by a phone call made by
the imam. More advance students would be asked to read a page or two from the surah (chapter) and carry
on reading independently.
I asked my Granddaughter to share her likes and dislikes about home learning and this is what she said:
Likes:
•
•
•

I get to interact with my Mummy and Daddy.
More focus on me when I need help compared to school where you have to wait for your t urn.
Teaching is more relaxed and enjoyable.

Dislikes:
•
•

I miss socialising with my friends and teachers at school.
School has a better timetable compared to home learning as every day is different

Eid Celebration
End July 2020 Muslims all over the world will celebrating Eid al Ahda also known as Big Eid by some
people. This celebration takes place after the Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia. Eid Mubarak to everyone who
is celebrating, have a lovely day and keep safe.
Have a great summer and well deserved break.
Ms Hussain (Food/Textiles Technician)

Help KNGS Win £5,000 of National Book Tokens
for the Learning Hub
The National Book Tokens prize draw is back! National Book Tokens are giving
one lucky school £5,000 of National Book Tokens to spend on books for their
library, enough to buy hundreds of books when schools reopen.
Visit www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools to nominate KNGS - the more
nominations we receive, the greater the chance we have of
winning! Nominations are open until 31 July 2020.

COMPETITION TIME
Dear Year 8 Geographers
We have an exciting competition to end Year 8 Geography. Linked to
the final work you have been completing on sustainable cities - we
would like you to get creative and design your own a sustainable city.
Include as many features as you can to make it sustainable. It can be 2D
or 3D.
We are looking for the most creative piece that demonstrates the huge
range of strategies that can make a city more sustainable.
Please send your entry into your geography teacher via email. You can take a photo or scan it in (if possible).
sarahwarwood@kngs.co.uk or cmitchell@kngs.co.uk
The closing date is Monday 7th September, so if you want, it can be a fun summer holiday project.
All rotations can enter, so even if you have been studying RE or History, you can enter in preparation for
Year 9 Geography.
Good luck and we cannot wait to see your entries!

The Geography Team

Migration Museum have partnered with Spotify to create a playlist
celebrating 72 years of the NHS to mark the announcement of our first major
digital exhibition, Heart of the Nation: Migration and the Making of the NHS.
From the weekly clap for our carers to the rainbows displayed in windows
across the UK, Covid-19 has highlighted the importance of the NHS in all our
lives and the invaluable contributions of people of all nationalities to this vital service.
But this is not a new story. Migrants have played a key role in the NHS ever since its creation.
Heart of the Nation is a new digital exhibition exploring the personal stories of people who have come to

Britain to work for the health service over the past 72 years, ensuring that these stories live on long beyond
lockdown.
The playlist features a track for each of the NHS's 72 years, including songs shared with us by NHS workers
who have contributed stories to our upcoming exhibition. Click here to listen to the playlist (opens in Spotify)
Migration Museum are currently collecting stories and working on the exhibition and hope to launch it in
September – and they’d love to hear from you. If you have a story to share, please email them at:
heartofthenation@migrationmuseum.org.
Top image features Nurses Eating Lunch, 1976 (© Peter Marlow), part of the 100 Images of
Migration exhibition.

Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games Mascot
The Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games has developed some exciting new learning resources to
inspire school children in Key Stage 1, 2 and 3 to design their own mascot, which could go on to become the
official icon of the Games.
The curriculum-aligned lesson plans – available to download now from www.birmingham2022.com/mascot cover the history of the Commonwealth Games, the role of mascots in major sporting events and the values
of Birmingham 2022.
The resources encourage children to get creative and become “Mascot Makers” by designing a mascot for
the Games that is youthful, diverse, dynamic and creative: everything that the region stands for.
Designs can then be entered into a national competition to win amazing prizes including tickets to the
Birmingham 2022 Opening Ceremony. The best entries will inspire the Games’ official mascot.
There are tailored lesson plans for Key Stage 1/2 and Key Stage 3, and are suitable for classroom learning or
home schooling, and with teacher or parent support. The resources are available now; the competition to
design the Birmingham 2022 official mascot closes on 5th August 2020.
Go to www.birmingham2022.com/mascot to download the resources and find out how to enter the
competition, including terms and conditions.

School Closure Competitions
If you are looking for additional activities to occupy yourself, why not take a look at these competitions and
win some prizes?
The links are also available in the Student Emergency Closure Folder under English and then Optional extra
competitions and activities. Good Luck!!
•
•

Black British History School Competition – deadline 30th September 2020 – Two categories: Under
16 and 16-25 year olds: https://www.100greatblackbritons.co.uk/competition.html
Into Film and Puffin – deadline 3rd August 2020 – 7 -12 year olds: https://www.intofilm.org/newsand-views/articles/puffin-big-dreams-on-screen-competition

Travel Survey
Sustrans and Birmingham City Council are asking parents/guardians complete a
survey that this will help then make the school run safer, easier and more
sustainable.
A link to the survey can be found at: https://sustrans.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/birmingham-schools-parent-survey
and the deadline for replies has been extended until Sunday 26th July.
Every parent/guardian who completes the survey will be entered into a prize draw to win a bike worth up to
£400 including accessories.

Continuing Learning
Please continue to access yours school learning materials through StudentShare.
Details of free learning resources for all ages are updated frequently and can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education

Support for Parents & Carers from GOV.UK
The latest information, guidance and support from the GOV.UK for parents & carers who are learning from
home can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-duringcoronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=05ba296c-dbb5-474d-9b57ea5063399c1f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
Stay safe during the Coronavirus outbreak

Advice on keeping good
mental health:
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/everymind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19staying-at-home-tips/

Government advice:
https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/covid-19-guidance-onsupporting-children-and-young-peoplesmental-health-andwellbeing?utm_source=198a9e75-a4184442-91027c714bd37c3c&utm_medium=email&ut
m_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_content=immediate

Bereavement Helpline
The Bereavement Helpline is available in Birmingham and Solihull five days a week.
https://www.bvsc.org/news/bereavement-helpline-available-birmingham-and-solihull-five-days-week
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, we are facing a tragic loss of life, often under very difficult circumstances.
Being in ‘lockdown’ is tough, but for those who have lost a friend or loved one during this time, it can be
even harder.
To help support those who feel isolated and are suffering as a result of a loss, a new bereavement helpline is
now available to people in Birmingham and Solihull, five days a week.
Dr Angela Brady, Deputy Chief Medical Officer at NHS Birmingham and Solihull Clinical Commissioning
Group, said: “Losing a loved one is always difficult, but for those who live alone or are cut off from their
usual support network, it can be extremely difficult.
“It is important to remember that taking care of our mental and emotional wellbeing during the pandemic is
just as important as our physical health. Being able to talk to someone in a time of need can help alleviate
some of the stress and grief that comes with losing a relative or friend.”
If you are in need of support, there is help available. Please call 0121 687 8010.
The opening hours for the telephone support are:
•
•
•

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9am-5pm
Tuesday, Thursday: 9am-8pm
Saturday and Sunday: 12pm-5pm (from 1 June 2020)

KOOTH
https://www.kooth.com/ is your online mental wellbeing community.
Access free, safe and anonymous support.

https://www.bhamcommunity.nhs.uk/patients-public/children-and-young-people/covid-19-info/

