
   

  

 
16th October 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Careers 
 
RE: Delivery of remote learning and a reminder on staying safe and well 
 
Thank you again for your ongoing support and consideration during these very challenging times, 
particularly for your diligence in monitoring any COVID symptoms, acting promptly and following 
government guidance.  
 
You may have heard on the news last week that the government have now amended their guidance 
to schools on the delivery of remote learning. Thankfully the planning we have put in place is largely 
in line with this guidance.  It is therefore now clear that when we have an identified positive case of 
COVID 19 in school, the Department for Education and Public Health England are likely to advise 
that only those students who have been in direct contact with the person who has tested positive are 
to be sent home to self- isolate.  In line with this new guidance, at KNGS and sixth form, we will 
continue to provide a well sequenced curriculum and wherever possible interaction between staff 
and students, including feedback. 
 
Students with IT Access: If students find themselves at home, whether this is due to a small 
bubble group or larger group isolation, those students with IT access, will be expected to continue to 
access work from the Remote Learning folder; this may include voiced over power points. Before 
half term some students will be invited to Microsoft Teams lessons. Students should check their 
emails regularly during the day to identify these lessons.  After half term during small bubble group 
or larger group isolation, more students will be expected to join their lessons via teams (these can 
be accessed effectively on a smart phone). Teachers will be teaching those students in the 
classroom, and at home simultaneously. Students will be asked to attend the teams lesson for some 
or all of the session as directed by their teacher. Work will be provided for the whole lesson either by 
instruction over Microsoft Teams or via the remote learning folder. If a member of staff is unwell, the 
Microsoft Teams lesson will be cancelled.  
 
Teachers will collect, assess and give feedback on work in a variety of ways including using 
Microsoft Teams assignments.  Students have had training on how to use this function. We are 
introducing GCSE pod to KS4 students in the next few weeks. This is an interactive learning 
platform which supports independent learning and revision for a wide range of subject areas and will 
become a valuable tool for students and staff.  More information will be shared in our parent/carer 
newsletter which you will receive at the end of this half term.   
 
This link provides specific details for each subject, highlighting how students with internet access, 
are able to access their remote learning https://www.kngs.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/Access-to-Remote-Learning-for-students-with-internet-access.pdf 
 
Students without IT access:  We are working hard to enable as many students to have access to 
IT and the government have promised more laptops to schools at the point of lockdown.  We have 
identified students without IT access and they have received details from their teaching staff on how 
to follow their timetable at home without IT Access.  Further information can be found 

https://www.kngs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Access-to-Remote-Learning-for-students-with-internet-access.pdf
https://www.kngs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Access-to-Remote-Learning-for-students-with-internet-access.pdf


   

  

here https://www.kngs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Access-to-Remote-Learning-for-students-
without-internet-access.pdf  
 
Autumn term assessments: Students in years 10, 11, 12 and 13 will be sitting assessments during 
the weeks commencing 19th October and 2nd November. Where students feel well but are at home 
self-isolating (as with the current year 10 and year 13 groups of students in isolation), they will be 
expected to complete their assessments at home under exam conditions. Assessments will be 
emailed at the beginning of the lesson, students are expected to email the completed assessment 
back to their teacher immediately at the end of their lesson.  
 
Amazing staff and students  
I hope you will agree with me that our staff and students are doing an incredible job to ensure that 
outstanding teaching and learning continues to take place. I am incredibly proud of our staff who are 
now teaching in a range of different classrooms, across the school whilst maintaining 2 meter 
distance at all times. Staff are also now having to juggle teaching students remotely at the same 
time as in real time, in the classroom. 
  
A reminder to keep us all safe and well:   
Your child must NOT attend school if they, or anyone else in the household, has:  

• A high temperature: This means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back.  

• A new, continuous cough: This means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual).  

• A loss or change to sense of smell or taste: This means you’ve noticed you cannot smell 

or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.  

 
If your child, or anyone in the household, has any of the above symptoms, you MUST follow 
the Government advice which is currently:- 

• Get a test to check if you/your child or household member has coronavirus as soon as 

possible.  

• Stay at home and do not have any visitors until you/your child gets the test result (please 

note that Birmingham is currently under local restrictions, please adhere to these as 

members from different households are not allowed to enter each other’s homes or gardens). 

Only leave home to have a test. Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, 

must also stay at home until you get your result.  

• Inform the school of the situation straight away and keep us updated, please use the main 

school email to communicate in the first instance enquiry@kngs.co.uk   

 
Test results  

• If the result is negative and your child is well, they can return to school.  

• If the student result is positive they must stay at home for 10 days from the onset of 

symptoms and household members must isolate for 14 days from the onset of symptoms.  

• If a household member tests positive the child must stay at home for 14 days from the onset 

of the household member’s symptoms 

 
Finally, in light of announcements this week relating to further local restrictions, the 
Government has put areas of the UK into different ‘tiers’.  I’d like to clarify that these  

https://www.kngs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Access-to-Remote-Learning-for-students-without-internet-access.pdf
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tiers do not align with the tiers that have been allocated to education settings as outlined in the letter 
sent to you all on 10th September 2020. If you want to remind yourself of the tiers relating to 
education, the letter can be found here https://www.kngs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Plans-
in-event-of-school-or-local-restrictions-Sept-2020.pdf.  We are currently in Tier 1.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mrs N Raggett 
Headteacher  
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