
KS3,4 and 5 Textiles Curriculum Map & Assessment Criteria 
(I)Investigate/ (D) Design/ (P)Plan/ (M) Make/ (E) Evaluate 

Curriculum Brief Overview 

Students develop the skills required to successfully undertake the Art based Textile GCSE at KS4 whilst still covering the curriculum for DT Textiles at KS3 and embracing the cultural 
capital opportunities which that provides. At KS3 more hand sewing, portable  projects  will be undertaken due to Covid-19 restrictions, which currently limits the use of the sewing 
machines and will enable students to continue the projects at home if needed. Hand sewing and creative design skills will be developed each year beginning with more structured projects 
in KS3 for Year 7 in order for students to become equipped with the required textiles skills and knowledge which culminates in a more independent project in Year 8 and 9 where students 
explore with a much wider range of materials and techniques.  This exploratory approach then results in equipping students more readily for the demands of the KS4 Textile assessment 
objectives or for applying their creative design-based skills in the wider community. As well as developing the practical design-based textile skills needed, students also investigate topical 
themes such as sustainability, cultural identity, re-cycling, bio-diversity, ethical issues and research, both historical and contemporary and applying that knowledge to the broader 
curriculum or outside world. 
These skills are then transferred directly through to KS5 where after an initial workshop based half term of teaching, students work independently on a Personal Investigation of their 
choosing building on the skills gained from KS3 and KS4. 

Key Questions to be Addressed. 

Is the National Curriculum covered in full? 
  
At KS3 the four main areas are Design, Make, Evaluate and Technical Knowledge. The majority of this is covered throughout the Textile rotation with an overview below and much more 
detail documented on each Year groups Scheme of Work. Due to financial and time constraints some areas are covered theoretically such as investigating new and emerging technologies 
and some areas such as the electronic and mechanical systems elements are not applicable to Textiles and should be covered through the Resistant Materials rotation. 
 
At KS4 and KS5 the assessment objectives change slightly and are centred around four key assessment objectives but the skills gained at KS3 equip students to undertake these.  

• KS4: Develop, Refine, Record and Present  

• KS5: Contextual Understanding, Creative Making, Reflective Recording and Personal Presentation. These objectives are all covered in full. 

Why is each unit chosen and why in this order? 
Students gain both practical skills and technical knowledge at each relevant stage in order to equip them to progress to the next level and ultimately have the necessary Textiles skills to 
utilise in life and if opted for, the relevant foundation skills needed to develop at GCSE or A Level Textiles. Each year students’ build upon the previous years knowledge and skills. 
Assessment becomes more rigorous and projects more challenging in line with the relevant year group. 

How do I know it is working? Through student outcomes and student’s engagement in the subject as well as increased student take up at GCSE and A Level for Textiles. 

How do knowledge and skills build and link over the short and longer term?  
In the short term, all Key Stages respond to a brief relevant to the students which contains a Specification that student’s need to follow building skills and knowledge which underpin all 
further developments throughout the years whilst studying Textiles. This provides almost a foundation of necessary skills which students build upon during KS4 and KS5 or for developing 
Life Skills if Textiles is not chosen at KS4 and beyond. 

What training have specialist or non-specialist had or need?  
I have attended the Standardisation meeting for AQA GSE Textiles, I have had a visit from an advisor from EDUQAS for A Level textiles and I have trained Jehan, the technician, with 
various machines and Textile techniques. I am hoping to attend a three-day residential course in July to Network with other Art teachers and Practitioners and to broaden my skills 
knowledge. 

Why are your particular assessments chosen? At KS3 I follow the Programmes of Study for DT Textiles.   



At KS3 we follow an approximate 8-week rotation whereby students are assessed at the midway pint and receive an Interim grade which gives them an accurate insight into their current 
working level assessment point and provides students with the opportunity to refine their designs, extend their research and develop and explore with more samples if needed prior to 
the construction of their final product and final assessment point at the end of the rotation.  
At KS4 and KS5 regular assessment points and tracking logs are implemented throughout the two-year courses with regular written feedback which proves invaluable for both student 
organisation in meeting deadlines and for me to be able to track their progress. 

 

Is there suitable challenge for all including HPA, SEND?  
Yes, SOW’s and student briefs are tailored to meet all students’ abilities with enough flexibility to cater for students’ individual needs. 

 

How does assessment inform or improve your curriculum?  
It provides me with an invaluable insight into what works well with the various student cohorts and the data captured from assessment points helps to clarify this. Target grades are not 
always a true reflection of a student’s ability as the grades tend to be based on academic success rather than creativity but they serve as a starting point on which to build. 

 

What are the key strengths of this curriculum? 

• Relevant to the ‘bigger picture’ with particular reference to sustainability, recycling and the environment which is an essential component of understanding Textiles in the wider 
world.  

• Very practical skills based and ‘hands on’. 

• Allows students to experiment with a wide range of materials. 

• Provides opportunities for independent learning. 

• Provides students with the opportunity to learn resilience through a practical application. 

• Provides students with the opportunity to thrive and produce a finished outcome that they can hopefully be proud of. 

• Provides many opportunities for students to take risks and work outside of their comfort zones! 

 

How do I know it is working? Through student outcomes and student’s engagement in the subject as well as increased take up at GCSE and A Level for Textiles. 

How does this curriculum plan ensure progress?  After the initial introduction to Textiles in Year 7 each year skills and knowledge are built upon from the previous year. 
 

Can you show how depth of knowledge increases over time? Through student outcomes, understanding and subject knowledge and skills gained. 
 

How do you ensure long term retention of knowledge and skills? We revisit past learning through metacognition exercises. 
 

What does the assessment tell you about the quality of your curriculum? It supports the curriculum showing that the majority of students achieve well in Textiles. 
 

What is the curriculum like for pupils with lower attendance, SEND, LPA?  
Often students with a lot of absence do not always complete the curriculum to the fullest or construct a final completed outcome but they do undertake a partial course and gain some 
knowledge and skills. Opportunities to attend lunch time catch ups for LPA and SEND students are currently not viable, so  a lot more one to one help during lessons at a safe distance 
may need to  be implemented. I have also created a lot more visual resources, step-by step guides and links to online tutorials for students to access. 

 

How does your curriculum support literacy and numeracy development?  



Literacy; Students research artists, designers and techniques. They annotate their work and analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. They peer assess student work. 
They discuss their own work. Maths is supported through accurate measuring, scaling, ratios and creating templates at KS3 leading to complex mathematical pattern drafting and all the 
measuring and fitting undertaken at KS4 for garments and sculptural textiles pieces at KS5. 

 
 

 
 

Grade Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Outcomes Pop Art Pin Cushion 
Portfolio (Design Booklet) 

Oceanic Life Collaborative 
Panel 
Portfolio (Design Booklet) 

Oceanic Life Collaborative 
Panel 
Portfolio (Design Booklet) 

Garment or Accessory until 
Summer term: Growth and 
Decay / Oceanic Life 
Portfolio of research 
investigations, sample and 
material developments, drawing 
and recordings final practical 
textile outcome. 
Summer term: 
Steampunk / Identity Vintage 
Curios Project. Develop a 
portfolio of evidence to meet 
the AO’s leading to the final 
construction of the final textile 
outcome(s) during Year 11 
Autumn term. 
 

Autumn Term: Journeys and 
Destinations Project.  
Spring Term: Oceanic Life Project 
 
 

Skills / 
Knowledge 
Learned 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills / 
Knowledge 
Learned 

 

I: Claes Oldenberg – Pop Art, 
Mind map, Mood board, 
Existing product research. 
Learn how to use the following 
equipment safely: Sewing 
Machine, Iron, Needles, Pins 
Scissors. 
Where do fibres come from? 
D: Patterns developed from 
mood board. 
 
2 initial designs relating to the 
theme. 
1 final design 
P: Weekly planner sheet to plan 
time 

I: Oceanic Life sustainable 
values, mind map, Mood 
board. Research Matt Miller 
and Ernst Haeckel. Existing 
product research. Re visit H 
and S from Year 7 re: Sewing 
Machine, Iron, Needles, Pins 
Scissors, Dye Baths. 
D: Drawings developed from 
Miller and Haeckel. 
 
2 initial designs relating to 
the theme. 
1 final design 
P: Weekly planner sheet to 
plan time 

I: Oceanic Life sustainable 
values, mind map, Mood 
board. Research Matt Miller 
and Ernst Haeckel. Existing 
product research. Re visit H 
and S from Year 7 re: Sewing 
Machine, Iron, Needles, Pins 
Scissors, Dye Baths. 
D: Drawings developed from 
Miller and Haeckel. 
2 initial designs relating to 
the theme. 
1 final design 
P: Weekly planner sheet to 
plan time 
Plan out final design on scaled 
template sheet. 

All of the 4 assessment 
objectives are covered 
throughout the initial workshops 
during the Autumn term but with 
more focus on A01 developing 
ideas through investigations, 
AO2 Exploring and developing 
materials and  AO3 Recording 
ideas.  AO4 Making takes place 
from the Spring term onwards 
after students are equipped with  
the skills to utilise in their final 
garment or accessory. 
 
Autumn term: workshop-based 
textiles skills delivered based on 
theme resulting in students 

All of the AO’s are covered during 
the Autumn term of Year 11 but 
greater emphasis placed on A04 – 
Presenting a meaningful response 
(Making and Evaluating) 
Ordinarily students create any 
textiles product they want based 
on the theme using any of the 
textiles skills learned during year 
10. This culminates in the product 
being constructed during their 5-
hour mock exam in December. 
They use all of the  
assessment Objectives to fulfil this 
and complete a portfolio of 
evidence, usually sketchbook 



Plan out final design on scaled 
template sheet. 
M: Create a Pop Art Pin 
Cushion. Applique, fabric Pens, 
hand embroidery, templates,  
Patterns, seams 
Year 7 
 
E: Evaluate and modify design 
throughout. Written evaluation 
at the end. 
 
 

 
 

Plan out final design on scaled 
template sheet. 
M: Create a mixed media 
collaborative hanging panel: 
Dye, Applique, Fabric 
crayons, Hand embroidery, 
couching, embellishing. 
 
 
Year 8 
 
‘P’ Applique and embroidery 
sampler. 
 
Straight and decorative 
stitches. 
Introduce hand embroidery 
and embellishments e.g. 
sequins, buttons and ribbons. 
E: Evaluate and modify 
design throughout. Written 
evaluation at the end. 
 
 
 

M: Create a mixed media 
collaborative hanging panel: 
Dye, Applique, Fabric 
crayons, Hand embroidery, 
couching, embellishing. 
  
Year 9  
 
Create a wall panel with 
mixed media, utilise recycled 
materials where possible. 
Develop all sewing skills from 
years 7 and 8 but incorporate 
more hand stitches and 
embellishments 
 E: Evaluate and modify 
design throughout. Written 
evaluation at the end. 

developing a range of material 
explorations, investigations 
through research and learning 
how to record, refine and 
present work. 
 
 
Year 10 
 
Spring Term: Research, Design, 
Develop, make and evaluate 
garment or accessory. 
Summer Term: 3D Textiles 
construction focus on 
sustainability and upcycling such 
as 3D sewing machines or 
Identity and vintage curio project 
creating 3D Picture boxes /mini 
welsh dresser/  printer trays. 
 

based as well as their final 
product.  
Spring Term: 
Ordinarily students undertake an 
independent project selecting 
from 7 Exam Board questions and 
create a portfolio of evidence as  
well as a final product. The final 
construction takes place during 
their 10-hour exam. This covers all 
of the Assessment Objectives.  
However it is looking increasingly 
unlikely that an exam will now 
take place so students will have 
the option to complete and refine 
any outstanding coursework from 
the first two projects; Oceanic Life 
and Journeys and Destinations or 
if that is all complete – a small 
project of the students choosing 
highlighting their strengths and 
adding to their existing portfolios 
of evidence. 
 

Cultural 
capital & 
Key 
Questions 

Where do Fibres Come From?  
How do I operate the sewing 
machine, iron and sewing 
equipment safely? 
Particular focus on the cotton 
trade. 
Synthetic v Natural Fabrics. 
Pollution from dying fabrics – 
use of excessive amounts of 
water in the textile industry. 
Research Claes Oldenberg. 
Evaluate, refine and reflect. 

Fairtrade. 
Sustainability – use of single 
use plastics. 
Workers’ rights v 
Exploitation. Mass 
manufacture v Cottage 
Industry. 
Evaluate, refine and reflect. 

Sustainable Fashion / Textiles 
Debate cheap prices and lots 
of choice vs quality and 
expense. 
How can I use a variety of 
textiles equipment and 
materials to create a dynamic 
textiles outcome? 
Eco systems 
Miller / Haeckel research. 
Own cultural heritage.  
Evaluate, refine and reflect. 

Mass manufacture v 
independent artist / designer 
practice. 
Talks from practising designers 
e.g. Theresa Wells and links to 
potential future pathways. 
Planning and meeting deadlines. 
Live simulated briefs reflecting 
real life practice. 
Artist / Designer research. 
Visits to galleries / exhibitions. 
Evaluate, refine and reflect. 
How can I develop work to 
create final textile outcomes? 
 

Use of recycling and upcycling in 
final outcomes. 
Advice and guidance re potential 
creative pathways post GCSE. 
Planning and meeting deadlines. 
Live simulated briefs reflecting 
real life practice. 
Artist / Designer research. 
Visits to galleries / exhibitions. 
How can I create independent 
textile outcomes utilising a range 
of materials and techniques? 
How can I plan my time? 
Evaluate, refine and reflect. 
 
 



ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR KS3 DT TEXTILES AND KS4 GCSE ART TEXTILES 

Grade Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 and 11 

 
 

9 

 
 
 

Investigate – Independent 
research, meaningful selective 
resources and in-depth analysis 
with strong justification.  
Design - A range of imaginative 
detailed design solutions, fully 
annotated with reference to 
materials and a variety of 
techniques. Alternative designs 
suggested post construction. 
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace.  
Make – exceptional quality with 
excellent attention to detail, 
independently overcame any 
difficulties and constantly 
refined and reviewed 
throughout.  
Evaluate – reflect and review 
and modify work with 
recommendations.  
 

Investigate - Researching 
independently, meaningful 
selective resources and 
analysis is in depth with 
justification and 
recommendations for 
development. 
Design - A range of detailed 
varied design solutions, fully 
annotated with reference to 
materials and a variety of 
techniques. Alternative design 
solutions developed after the 
review process. 
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace.  
Make – Exceptional quality 
with excellent attention to 
detail, quality control 
maintained throughout. 
Health and safety considered. 
Evaluate – Reflect and review 
and modify work with 
recommendations.  
 

 

Investigate - Researching 
independently, meaningful 
selective resources and 
analysis in depth with 
justification and 
recommendations for further 
development. Researched 
from primary sources. An 
exceptional ability to 
demonstrate critical 
understanding of sources. 
References the cultural 
capital learned throughout 
the rotation. 
Design - A range of detailed 
design solutions developed 
maturely, fully annotated 
with reference to materials 
and resources with due 
consideration to constraints 
and quality control. Industrial 
techniques considered. 
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace, production planned 
independently. Time 
managed effectively and 
realistically. Considered 
environment impacts in 
detail. 
Make – Exceptional quality 
with excellent attention to 
detail, highly skilful and 
shows a wide variety of 
techniques and reviewed 
work as progressed. 
Considered industrial 
manufacturing. 

Investigate - An exceptional ability to effectively develop ideas 
through creative and purposeful investigations. An exceptional ability 
to engage with and demonstrate critical understanding of sources. 
 
Develop – An exceptional ability to thoughtfully refine ideas with 
discrimination. 
 
Design / Record – An exceptional ability to skilfully and rigorously 
record ideas, observations and insights through drawing and 
annotation, and any other appropriate means relevant to intentions as 
work progresses. 

Make / Evaluate - An exceptional ability to competently present a 
personal and meaningful response and realise intentions with 
confidence and conviction. 
An exceptional ability to demonstrate understanding of visual 
language. 
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Evaluate – Reflect and review 
and modify work with 
recommendation, tested 
product out methodically 
against design specification 

 
 

8 

Investigate -. Research 
independently, meaningful 
selective resources and employ 
in-depth analysis.  Ethical 
sustainability considerations 
regarding water consumption 
and the cotton trade taken into 
account. 
 
Design - A range of very detailed 
design solutions, fully annotated 
with reference to materials and 
techniques.  
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace.  
Make – exceptional quality with 
excellent attention to detail, 
refined where necessary. 
Evaluate – reflect and review 
and modify work.  

 

Investigate -. Research 
independently, meaningful 
selective resources and 
analyse in depth with 
justifications. Ethical 
sustainability considerations 
regarding plastics taken into 
account. 
 
Design – A wide range of very 
detailed design solutions, fully 
annotated with reference to 
materials using a wide range 
of techniques.  
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace.  
Make – Exceptional quality 
with very good attention to 
detail  
Evaluate – reflect, review and 
modify work with 
recommendations.  
 

Investigate - Research 
independently, meaningful 
selective resources and 
employ in depth analysis with 
justification and 
recommendations for further 
development. Ethical 
sustainability considerations 
taken into account. 
Design - A range of very 
detailed design solutions 
developed very well, fully 
annotated with reference to 
materials and techniques with 
due consideration to 
constraints. 
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace, production planned 
independently. 
Make – exceptional quality 
with excellent attention to 
detail, highly skilful and 
shows a wide variety of 
techniques. 
Evaluate – Reflect and review 
and modify work with 
recommendation tested 
product out against 
specification. 

Convincingly / Clearly:  

Investigate - A highly developed ability to effectively develop ideas 
through creative and purposeful investigations. A highly developed 
ability to demonstrate critical understanding of sources. 

Develop - A highly developed ability to thoughtfully refine ideas. 
A highly developed ability to effectively select and purposefully 
experiment with appropriate media, materials, techniques and 
processes. 

Design / Record - A highly developed ability to skilfully record ideas, 
observations and insights through drawing and annotation, and any 
other appropriate means relevant to intentions, as work progresses. 

Make / Evaluate - A highly developed ability to competently present a 
personal and meaningful response and realise intentions with 
confidence and conviction. A highly developed ability to demonstrate 
understanding of visual language. 

 
 

7 

Investigate - Research 
independently, selective 
resources, analysis shows good 
understanding. 
Design - A range of detailed 
design solutions, fully annotated 

Investigate - Research 
independently, meaningful 
selective resources and 
analysis in depth with a few 
justifications.  

Investigate - Researching 
diligently, independently, 
meaningful selective 
resources and analysis in 
depth with justification.  

As above but Adequately / Just 
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with reference to materials and 
techniques.  
Plan – Independent 
management of time and good 
pace.  
Make – very good quality with 
attention to detail  
Evaluate – reflect and review 
and modify work.  
 

Design - A range of detailed 
design solutions, fully 
annotated with reference to 
materials.  
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace.  
Make – Very good quality 
with attention to detail  
Evaluate – reflect and review 
and modify work with 
recommendations for 
improvements. 

Design - A range of detailed 
design solutions, fully 
annotated with reference to 
materials and techniques.  
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace, industrial methods 
considered.  
Make – exceptional quality 
with excellent attention to 
detail  
Evaluate – Reflect and review 
and modify work with 
recommendations for 
improvements.  
 

 
6 
 

 

Investigate – Consistent 
independent research, a few 
meaningful resources & analysis 
shows good understanding. 
Design - A range of detailed 
design solutions, fully annotated 
with superficial reference to 
some materials. Correct tools 
used effectively. 
Plan – Independent 
management of time and good 
pace.  
Make –Good quality with some 
attention to detail  
Evaluate – reflect, review and 
modify work.  
 

Investigate - Consistent 
independent research, mostly 
meaningful resources and 
analysis evident with few 
superficial justifications.  
Design - A small range of 
design solutions, annotated 
with some reference to 
materials & techniques.  
Plan –Good management of 
time and reasonable pace.  
Make –Good quality with 
some detail  
Evaluate – Reflect and review 
and modify work with some 
recommendations. 

Investigate - Consistent 
meaningful. independent 
research, and in-depth 
analysis with some 
justification.  
Design - A range of detailed 
design solutions, fully 
annotated with some 
reference to materials & 
techniques.  
Plan – Independent 
management of time and fast 
pace.  
Make – Good quality with 
some attention to detail  
Evaluate – Reflect and review 
and modify work with 
recommendations.  
 

Investigate 
A consistent ability to effectively develop ideas through purposeful 
investigations. A consistent ability to demonstrate critical 
understanding of sources. 
 
Develop 
A consistent ability to thoughtfully refine ideas. A consistent ability to 
effectively select and purposefully experiment with appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and processes. 
  
Design / Record A consistent ability to skilfully record ideas, 
observations and insights through drawing and annotation, and any 
other appropriate means relevant to intentions, as work progresses. 

Make / Evaluate A consistent ability to competently present a 
personal and meaningful response and realise intentions. A consistent 
ability to demonstrate understanding of visual language. 

 

 
 

Investigate – Has some 
meaningful opinions & analysis.  
Design - Attempt to draw with 
correct tools for design 
solutions. Designs could be 
further developed with a wider 
range of materials or a more 

Investigate - Research with 
some guidelines, analysis is 
evident with a few superficial 
justifications.  
Design - A small range of 
design solutions, briefly 
annotated with reference to 

Investigate - Research with 
some guidelines, analysis is 
evident with a few superficial 
justifications.  
 
Design - A range of design 
solutions, some annotated 

As above but Adequately / Just 
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5 detailed range of designs. 
Presentation could be improved 
upon. 
Plan – Partially independent but 
some teacher led and instructed 
Make – mostly accurate but 
quality could be improved upon 
or a more creative or 
challenging outcome created 
using a bigger variety of 
materials or techniques. 
Evaluate – Can identify minimal 
improvements. 

materials & techniques.  
Designs could be further 
developed with a wider range 
of materials or a more 
detailed range of designs. 
Presentation could be 
improved upon. 
Plan – Partially independent 
but some teacher led and 
instructed 
Make – mostly accurate but 
quality could be improved 
upon or a more creative or 
challenging outcome created 
using a bigger variety of 
materials or techniques. 
Evaluate – Can identify some 
improvements. 

with reference to materials.  
Designs could be further 
developed with a wider range 
of materials or a more 
detailed / challenging range 
of designs. Presentation could 
be improved upon. 
Plan – Partially independent 
but some teacher led and 
instructed 
Make – mostly accurate but 
quality could be improved 
upon or a more creative or 
challenging outcome created 
using a bigger variety of 
materials or techniques. 
Evaluate – Can identify some 
improvements and suggest a 
few modifications. 

 
 

4 

Investigate - Moderate 
meaningful opinions &  analysis. 
Not all research work is 
completed with enough detail. 
Design - Attempted to draw 
with correct tools for design 
solutions.  Designs could be 
further developed with a wider 
range of materials or a more 
detailed range of designs. 
Presentation could be improved 
upon with accuracy, colour, 
shading and annotation.  
Plan – Mostly teacher led and 
instructed.  
Make – Limited accuracy, 
moderate skill outcome. 
Evaluate – Can identify one 
improvement.  
 

Investigate - Moderate 
meaningful opinions & 
analysis. Not all research 
work is completed with 
enough detail. Researched 
with support.  
Design - Attempted to draw 
with correct tools for design 
solutions.  Designs could be 
further developed with a 
wider range of materials or a 
more detailed range of 
designs. Presentation could 
be improved upon with 
accuracy, colour, shading and 
annotation. more. 
Plan – Teacher provided 
structured guidelines. 
Make – Limited accuracy on 
most areas, moderate skill 
outcome. 
Evaluate – Can identify 
minimal improvements. 

Investigate – Moderate 
meaningful opinions & 
analysis. Not all research 
work is completed with 
enough detail. Researched 
with support.  
Design - Attempted to draw 
with correct tools for design 
solutions.  Designs could be 
further developed with a 
wider range of materials or a 
more detailed range of 
designs. Presentation could 
be improved upon with 
accuracy, colour, shading and 
annotation.  
Plan – Teacher provided 
structured guidelines. 
Make – Limited accuracy on 
most areas, moderate skill 
outcome. 
Evaluate – Can identify some 
improvements. 

Investigate A moderate ability to effectively develop ideas through 
purposeful investigations. A moderate ability to demonstrate critical 
understanding of sources. 

Develop A moderate ability to thoughtfully refine ideas. A moderate 
ability to effectively select and purposefully experiment with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 
  
Design / Record A moderate ability to skilfully record ideas, 
observations and insights through drawing and annotation, and any 
other appropriate means relevant to intentions, as work progresses. 
 

Make / Evaluate A moderate ability to competently present a personal 
and meaningful response and realise intentions. 
A moderate ability to demonstrate understanding of visual language. 
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   3 Investigate - Limited, basic 
opinions & analysis. Most of the 
research work is incomplete or 
not detailed enough.  
Design – Limited ability to 
translate an idea into a 
successful design. Presentation 
could be improved upon with 
accuracy, colour, shading and 
annotation. The designs could 
have related to the brief more. 
 
Plan – teacher led  
Make – The manufacture of the 
product attempted but with 
limited accuracy and 
incomplete. 
Evaluate – Can identify one 
improvement.  

Investigate - Limited, basic 
opinions & analysis. Most of 
the research work is 
incomplete or not detailed 
enough.  
Design – Limited ability to 
translate an idea into a 
successful design. 
Presentation could be 
improved upon with accuracy, 
colour, shading and 
annotation. The designs could 
have related to the brief 
more. 
Plan – teacher supported 
Make – Product made but 
with limited accuracy 
Evaluate – Can identify some 
improvements.  

Investigate - Limited, basic 
opinions & analysis. Most of 
the research work is 
incomplete or not detailed 
enough.  
Design – Limited ability to 
translate an idea into a 
successful design. 
Presentation could be 
improved upon with accuracy, 
colour, shading and 
annotation. The designs could 
have related to the brief 
more. 
Plan – teacher supported 
Make – limited accuracy 
Evaluate – Can identify 
minimal improvements. 

As above but Adequately / Just 
 

 
 

2 

Investigate – Very minimal 
analysis or investigation 
throughout. 
Design – Minimal ability to 
translate an idea into a 
successful design. Presentation 
is weak and needs to be 
improved upon with accuracy, 
colour, shading and annotation. 
The designs could have related 
to the brief more. Lots of 
assistance from the teacher. 
Plan –teacher led  
Make – limited accuracy, 
unfinished product. 
Evaluate – Minimal ability to   
identify any improvements.  

Investigate – Very minimal 
analysis or investigation 
throughout. 
Design – Minimal ability to 
translate an idea into a 
successful design. 
Presentation is weak and 
needs to be improved upon 
with accuracy, colour, shading 
and annotation. The designs 
could have related to the 
brief more. Lots of assistance 
from the teacher. 
Plan –teacher led  
Make – limited accuracy, 
unfinished product. 
Evaluate – Minimal ability to   
identify any improvements.  

Investigate – Very minimal 
analysis or investigation 
throughout. 
Design – Minimal ability to 
translate an idea into a 
successful design. 
Presentation is weak and 
needs to be improved upon 
with accuracy, colour, shading 
and annotation. The designs 
could have related to the 
brief more. Lots of assistance 
from the teacher. 
Plan –teacher led  
Make – limited accuracy, 
unfinished product. 
Evaluate – Minimal ability to   
identify any improvements.  

Investigate Minimal ability to develop ideas through investigations. 
Minimal ability to demonstrate critical understanding of sources. 

Develop Minimal ability to refine ideas. Minimal ability to select and 
experiment with appropriate media, materials, techniques and 
processes. 

Design / Record Minimal ability to record ideas, observations and 
insights through drawing and annotation, and any other appropriate 
means relevant to intentions, as work progresses. 

Make / Evaluate Minimal ability to present a personal and meaningful 
response and realise intentions. Minimal ability to demonstrate 
understanding of visual language. 
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