
   

  

 
8th February 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we approach the end of this half term I wanted to say thank you for your support. Having spoken 
to staff in school and thinking of how I would have managed if my children had been younger and 
learning at home, I really do appreciate the immense challenge you face in balancing family life and 
work with supporting your child’s remote learning. You are doing an amazing job of encouraging, 
motivating and  supporting them; we are really grateful and I am sure your children are too. This 
period has, once again, put into sharp focus how education truly is a three-way effort between 
school, child and home. 
 
As full-time remote learning will continue until at least the 8th March, I understand that maintaining 
motivation can be difficult for some students. To some extent, this is a challenge we are all facing, 
but please do contact your child’s Head of Year if you require support or advice on how your child 
can access or stay engaged with remote learning. Having said that, we are really pleased with the 
progress students are making and the high level of attendance on Microsoft Teams lessons is 
incredible.  When students are unwell, we do understand that they may be unable to access 
learning, but even so, last week 1047 of our 1060 students had 100% attendance at their lessons.  
In real terms this means that approximately 26,000 hours of learning took place; this is amazing! 
  
At the time of writing I have a number of updates. 
  
Half Term Holiday: Based on Government guidance, school will be shut for all students. This is a 
really good opportunity for all of us, staff and students to have a good break, to move away from 
screens and where possible to get outside and do something different. With school closed to 
students we are taking the opportunity to complete repairs to the heating which we started in the 
autumn term.   
 
Return to school: Currently the Government have said that students will not return to school before 
the 8th March at the earliest. We have also been informed that we will have two week’s notice prior 
to a return so we should be able to update you on or around the 22nd February of any future plans. 
Falling cases and an increased rollout of vaccines are giving us cause for some cautious optimism 
around this. 
 
A level and GCSE Teacher assessment and exams: The Government consultation on awarding 
GCSE and A level grades has now closed, there were 103,000 responses to the consultation, and I 
know many of you and your children contributed. I have been informed that we will have an update 
in the week beginning 22nd February, following this I will clarify how we will respond.   
 
Critical Worker student places in school: At KNGS we have so far managed to accommodate all 
students whose parents and carers are critical workers and unable to work from home.  We are now 
almost at capacity in relation to our staffing to support these students and also in providing the IT 
capability to support learning in school via Microsoft Teams.  In response to the Government’s 
current advice, can I please ask that if you are a critical worker, and it is no longer essential that 
your child is in school at all times can you please let us know. This may mean 
accessing the place on a part time basis or relinquishing it for a period of time.   



   

  

 
 
This flexibility will enable us to support other children and families who now have changing work 
patterns and demands. As always if you are a critical worker and require our support, please contact 
enquiry@kngs.co.uk and we will help where we are able to.  
 
Loaning laptops: So far, we have been able to loan a laptop to all families who have requested 
one. Please do get in touch if your child does not have a suitable device for home-learning. 
However, despite being well resourced, our stocks are now very low. If you have a loaned device 
that you no longer require please return it to school as soon as possible so that it can be reallocated.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to welcoming your children back to 
school as soon as possible, we miss them!  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs Nicola Raggett  
Headteacher  
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