
Rationale for A Level Biology Teacher Assessments 2021 

This year students will receive grades awarded and determined by teachers, with students only assessed on 
what they have been taught and based on the standard at which they are performing. 

Fairness and flexibility are at the heart of this plan. Teachers have been asked to draw on a range of 
evidence when determining grades, including the optional use of questions provided by exam boards, as 
well as mock exams, coursework, or other work completed as part of a student’s course, such as essays or 
in-class tests. 

The Process for awarding a Teacher Assessment Grade (TAG) for A Level Biology at KNGS: 

• At KNGS, A Level Biology is taught in 2 groups. Each group is taught by 2 specialist biology teachers. 

• These teachers have taught A level Biology for many years, both the new and old specifications, and 

different exam boards (including OCR and AQA).  

• A Level Biology usually has 3 written theory papers covering Biological processes (Modules 1, 2, 3, 

5), Biological diversity (Modules 1, 2, 4, 6) and Unified Biology (Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6).  

• There is also a Practical Endorsement Certificate that is not examined and does not affect overall 

grade. 

• Throughout the course, the Biology department keeps records of a range of data in order to 

calculate performance. 

 

TAG Grades 2021 

• The range of evidence used ensures that all Assessment Objectives that were covered prior to 

January 2021 will be assessed.  

• 5.1.5 (a-f) will not be assessed as this was taught remotely Jan-Feb 2021 

• 6.2.1 will not be assessed as this was taught remotely Jan-Feb 2021 

• The highest and lowest score for each student has been removed from the data set that lead up to 

the final assessment 

 

TAG Grades 2021 

The TAG will be determined by 2 components, Component 1 - Prior Assessment Data and Component 2 -

the April Structured assessments. 

 

Component 1 - Prior Assessment Data 

• All assessments are made using past paper questions and the exam board grade boundaries have 

been applied. 

• All assessments were completed in school and all content was taught/reviewed in school. 

• The range of evidence used ensures that nearly all assessment objectives were taught and/or 

reviewed during face-to-face teaching. 

• All assessments will have equal weighting and they will generate an average mark. 

• The highest and lowest score for each student has been removed from the data set. 

 

Component 2 – April Structured Assessment 

• 2 x 90 minute assessments made using questions supplied by the exam board. 

➢ Paper 1 – Biological processes  

➢ Paper 2 – Biological diversity 

• Paper 1 and Paper 2 will be weighted equally. 



• Exam board grade boundaries have been applied. 

• Students have been given a detailed breakdown of content that is being assessed and content that 

is not assessed, to reduce the burden of revision.   

• Any access arrangements and individual needs will be considered. 

• Exam board support materials and guidance will be used to make grade judgements. 

 

Component Expected Evidence Type of 
Assessment 

Overall 
weighting to 

final TAG 

 
Biological  
Processes 
Modules  
1,2,3,5 

Dec 2019 Formal Assessment Unseen 50% 

Spring 2020 Assessment Unseen 

Oct 2020 Mini-Mock Unseen 

Dec 2020 Assessment Unseen 

April 2021 Structured Assessments Unseen 

  

  

Biological 
diversity  
Modules 
1,2,4,6 

Dec 2019 Formal Assessment Unseen 50% 

Spring 2020 Assessment Unseen 

Oct 2020 Mini-Mock Unseen 

Dec 2020 Assessment Unseen 

April 2021 Structured Assessments Unseen 

  

 

Grading Structure 

• Our grading structure aims to deliver the following: 

➢ Students have the chance to demonstrate the progress they have made. 

➢ The level of work that the students have been working at during the course is reflected in 

their overall grade. 

➢ Grades accurately reflect performance and hold up to scrutiny. 

 

• To accommodate these factors the weighting will change to produce the grade that is most 

favourable for the students as described in the table below. 

 

 Weighting of 
Prior Assessment Data (%) 

Weighting of 
April 2021 Structured 

Assessments (%) 

If your prior assessment data 
is better than your final 
assessment data 

66 33 

If your April Structured 
Assessment data is better 
than your prior assessment 
data 

33 66 

 

 

 

 


